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and US Marshal Lyle Swenson about 
the equitable treatment between pre- 
sentencing Federal prisoners housed in 
county jails and the county prisoners 
residing in those same facilities. Cur-
rently, county prisoners in South Da-
kota are subject to State and local 
laws allowing the collection of a health 
care copayment, while Marshals Serv-
ice prisoners are not, thereby allowing 
Federal prisoners to abuse health care 
resources at great cost to state and 
local law enforcement. 

As our legislation moved through the 
Senate Judiciary Committee and Sen-
ate last year, we had the opportunity 
to work on specific concerns raised by 
South Dakota law enforcement offi-
cials and the US Marshals Service. I 
sincerely appreciate Senator KYL’s
willingness to incorporate my language 
into the Federal Prisoner Health Care 
Copayment Act that allows state and 
local facilities to collect health care 
copayment fees when housing pre-sen-
tencing federal prisoners. 

I also worked with Senator KYL and
members of the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee to include sufficient flexibility 
in the Kyl-Johnson bill for the Bureau 
of Prisons and local facilities con-
tracting with the Marshals Service to 
maintain preventive-health priorities. 
The Kyl-Johnson bill prohibits the re-
fusal of treatment for financial reasons 
or for appropriate preventive care. I am 
pleased this provision was included to 
pre-empt long term, and subsequently 
more costly, health problems among 
prisoners.

The goal of the Kyl-Johnson Federal 
Prisoner Health Care Copayment Act is 
not about generating revenue for the 
Federal, State, and local prison sys-
tems. Instead, current prisoner health 
care copayment programs in 38 States 
illustrate the success in reducing the 
number of frivolous health visits and 
strain on valuable health care re-
sources. The Kyl-Johnson bill will en-
sure that adequate health care is avail-
able to those prisoners who need it, 
without straining the budgets of tax-
payers.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

NATIONAL INVENTORS HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEES 

∑ Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the induct-
ees into the National Inventors Hall of 
Fame for the year 2000. Located in 
Akron, OH, the National Inventors Hall 
of Fame is America’s shrine to those 
who have made significant contribu-
tions to our nation, and improvements 
to the quality of life for all mankind. 
As Governor of Ohio, I was proud to 
speak at the dedication ceremony for 
this magnificent facility in July of 
1995, and I was pleased to have the Hall 
also serve as the backdrop for the Edi-

son Innovator Awards my office pre-
sented to companies throughout the 
State of Ohio. 

Inductees into the National Inven-
tors Hall of Fame represent the epit-
ome of ingenuity and inspiration, and 
this year’s class is no exception. In-
ductees for the year 2000 include: Walt 
Disney, whose name has become syn-
onymous with imagination and cre-
ativity; Reginald Fessenden, whose pio-
neering work in the area of wireless 
communication led to the modern 
radio broadcasting industry; Helen and 
Alfred Free, whose work developing the 
‘‘dip-and-read’’ urinalysis test greatly 
eased the lives of those suffering from 
diabetes; J. Franklin Hyde, whose dis-
covery of fused silica made possible the 
fiber optic cable so widely used today; 
William Kroll, who escaped Europe be-
fore the onset of World War II, and 
whose work in his home laboratory re-
sulted in a process that allows tita-
nium and zirconium to be produced; 
and Steve Wozniak, co-founder of 
Apple Computer and the inventor of 
the modern personal computer. 

Build a better mousetrap, and the 
world will beat a path to your door. In 
modern parlance, one might say that 
technological advancement is the en-
gine that drives our economy. It is the 
biggest contributor to increasing our 
standard of living here in the United 
States, and the best way to improve 
the lives of individuals the world over. 
This progress is essentially made pos-
sible through the protection of intel-
lectual property that is afforded by the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, the 
main force behind the founding of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame. In to-
day’s rapidly changing world, the Pat-
ent and Trademark Office is the ‘‘safe 
haven’’ that encourages men and 
women to accept the challenge to build 
the better mousetrap through the pro-
tection of creativity and what our 
minds can produce. 

Consider the accomplishments of the 
158 inventors enshrined at the Hall. 
Consider the contributions they have 
made to society: to prolonging our 
lives and making them more enjoyable; 
to reducing our workload; and to allow-
ing us to explore new continents and 
the heavens themselves. It is easy to 
see the power of invention and the tre-
mendous impact inventors have on all 
of us. 

As an Ohioan, I am always struck by 
the ingenuity and sheer determination 
of two Dayton bicycle workers who 
dared to believe that they could defy 
gravity with their winged invention. 
Little did the Wright Brothers realize 
that 66 years after their historic flight, 
man’s inquisitive nature would im-
prove upon their invention and put an-
other Ohioan—Neil Armstrong—on the 
moon.

Invention is progress, and I salute 
the work of America’s inventors, the 
U.S. Patent & Trademark Office and 

the National Inventors Hall of Fame in 
Akron, Ohio, for their continuing ef-
forts to improve and enrich our lives.∑ 
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A TRIBUTE TO VIRGINIA SHEHEE 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
wish to join with my colleague, Sen-
ator BREAUX, in recognizing the great 
civic contributions of my dear friend, 
Virginia Shehee. It is so appropriate 
that the Biomedical Research Founda-
tion of Northwest Louisiana should be 
gathering to honor this amazing 
woman, whose vision and energy led to 
the creation of the Foundation and the 
many benefits that it has produced for 
the citizens of Shreveport—Bossier and 
Northwest Louisiana. 

I have known Virginia Shehee and 
come to treasure her example and her 
friendship in my service as a State offi-
cial in Louisiana and in my first term 
as a U.S. Senator. To those of us who 
believe that Louisiana must move ag-
gressively to be part of the knowledge- 
based economy, the evolution of 
Biomed and the opportunities it has 
come to represent stand as a model of 
civic leadership and foresight. It is the 
story of a community that dared to 
dream big dreams at a time in its his-
tory when those dreams seemed most 
remote.

But those dreams are coming true, 
and young people who once had to 
leave home to participate in the new 
economy are now finding significant 
career opportunities in Northwest Lou-
isiana. Of all the community leaders 
who can share in the credit for this re-
markable achievement, none has 
played a larger role than Virginia 
Shehee. Her grit and unyielding per-
sistence led to millions of dollars in 
state and federal construction and pro-
gram dollars for a Biomedical Research 
Institute. And her salesmanship and 
gentle charm have opened doors to a 
world of promising cooperative rela-
tionships and new corporate citizens 
for Shreveport. 

Some years ago, not too long after 
the Institute opened its doors, Virginia 
led a blue-ribbon group of 
Shreveporters, some half her age, on an 
industry-hunting trip through the mid- 
Atlantic and New England. Nothing 
could capture the indefatigable energy 
of the leader of the trip more than the 
words of a lapel button, which someone 
distributed to participants after the 
trip: ‘‘I Survived Shehee’s March!’’ 

As the CEO of one of Louisiana’s 
largest companies and as a leader in 
the insurance industry, as one of the 
earliest women members of the Lou-
isiana Legislature, as a caring steward 
of our great state university, as a de-
voted wife and mother and as someone 
who gives utterly selflessly and end-
lessly to her community, Virginia 
Shehee has earned the love and admira-
tion of all of us who are privileged to 
know her and work with her. It will be 

VerDate Aug 04 2004 01:22 Jan 12, 2005 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00065 Fmt 0686 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\S18OC0.002 S18OC0


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T16:43:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




