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specific mention in Article I, Section 8
of the Constitution, which empowers
Congress to ‘‘provide and maintain a
Navy.” As American history has un-
folded since then, the U.S. Navy has
distinguished itself in every major
armed conflict in the history of our
country, from the War of 1812 and the
Civil War all the way to the Gulf War
and the conflict in Kosovo.

As we enter the 21st century, the U.S.
Navy is without question the pre-
eminent sea power in the world. On Oc-
tober 2, 2000, the active fleet contained
318 ships and 4,108 aircraft, and over
373,000 active-duty personnel filled the
Navy’s ranks. The U.S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis provides its midshipmen
with an academically rigorous cur-
riculum, and no less important, leader-
ship and character development. This
rigorous preparation continues at a
more advanced level at the Naval War
College, which teaches the latest naval
doctrine and strategy to senior and
mid-level officers. Thanks to these
prestigious institutions, the U.S. Navy
boasts the finest and best qualified
naval officers in the world, and the
ability to face with confidence any
challenge to American security.

According to the Navy, its mission is
to “‘maintain, train and equip combat-
ready naval forces capable of winning
wars, deterring aggression and main-
taining freedom of the seas.” No mat-
ter where a sailor serves, whether on
an aircraft carrier, submarine, battle-
ship, cruiser, or naval base, his or her
contribution is vital to fulfilling this
mission. The Navy’s worldwide reach
allows our country to maintain U.S.
national security through dominance
of the seas, a dominance made possible
by a combination of highly trained
service members and highly sophisti-
cated technology.

I'd like to take this opportunity to
thank in particular those Minnesotans
who have served, or are currently serv-
ing, in the Navy. I am proud of them,
and they should know that their sac-
rifices on behalf of the cause of free-
dom are not taken for granted by their
friends and neighbors in Minnesota.

I'm sure my colleagues will join me
in recognizing the rich heritage and
dedicated service of the United States
Navy on its anniversary.e

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 373

Whereas on Friday, October 13, 1775, the

Continental Congress, representing the citi-
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zens of 13 American colonies, passed a resolu-
tion which stated ‘“That a swift sailing ves-
sel, to carry ten carriage guns, and a propor-
tionable number of swivels, with eighty men,
be fitted, with all possible dispatch, for a
cruise of three months, and that the com-
mander be instructed to cruise eastward, for
intercepting such transports as may be laden
with warlike stores and other supplies for
our enemies, and for such other purposes as
the Congress shall direct.”’;

Whereas the founders recognized the essen-
tial nature of a Navy to the strength and
longevity of the Nation by providing author-
ity to Congress ‘‘To provide and maintain a
Navy” in article I of the Constitution;

Whereas a Naval Committee was estab-
lished to build a fitting Navy for our fledg-
ling country, acquire and fit out vessels for
sea, and draw up regulations;

Whereas the Continental Navy began a
proud tradition, carried out for 225 years by
our United States Navy, to protect our is-
land Nation and pursue the causes of free-
dom we hold so dear;

Whereas, for the past 225 years, the central
mission of the Navy has been to protect the
interests of our Nation around the world on
the high seas, to fight and win the wars of
our Nation, and to maintain control of the
sea lines of communication enabling this Na-
tion and other free nations to grow and pros-
per,

Whereas, whether in peace or at war,
United States citizens around the world can
rest assured that the United States Navy is
on watch, ever vigilant, and ready to re-
spond;

Whereas, for the past 225 years, Navy men
and women, as both ambassadors and war-
riors, have won extraordinary distinction
and respect for the Nation and its Navy on
the high seas, among the ocean depths, on
distant shores, and in the skies above;

Whereas the core values of ‘‘Honor, Cour-
age, and Commitment” are the guides by
which United States sailors live and serve;

Whereas the United States Navy today is
the most capable, most respected, and most
effective sea service in the world;

Whereas 75 percent of the land masses in
the world are bounded by water and 75 per-
cent of the population of the world lives
within 100 miles of the sea, assuring that our
Naval forces will continue to be called upon
to respond to emerging crises, to maintain
freedom of the sea, to deter would-be aggres-
sors, and to provide our allies with a visible
reassurance of the support of the United
States of America; and

Whereas, no matter what the cause, loca-
tion, or magnitude of future conflicts, the
Nation can rely on its Navy to produce well-
trained, well-led, and highly motivated sail-
ors to carry out the missions entrusted to
them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the historic significance of
the 2256th birthday of the United States
Navy;

(2) expresses the appreciation of the people
of the United States to the Navy, and the
men and women who have served in the
Navy, for 225 years of dedicated service;

(3) honors the courage, commitment, and
sacrifice that Americans have made through-
out the history of the Navy; and

(4) gives special thanks to the extended
Navy family of civilians, family members,
and loved ones who have served and sup-
ported the Navy for the past 225 years.
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UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 2508

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time de-
termined by the majority leader, after
consultation with the minority leader,
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of Calendar No. 723, S. 2508 and it
be considered under the following
terms: 30 minutes for debate on the bill
equally divided in the usual form; the
only amendments in order be a sub-
stitute amendment No. 4303, submitted
by Senator CAMPBELL. Further, I ask
unanimous consent that a Feingold
amendment be in order to the sub-
stitute relative to non-Indian water
users and limited to 30 minutes equally
divided in the usual form.

I further ask unanimous consent that
following the above debate time, the
Senate proceed to vote in relation to
the Feingold amendment; further, the
substitute amendment then be agreed
to, as amended, if amended, the bill
then be read the third time, and the
Senate proceed to a vote on passage of
the bill, with no further intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

EARTH, WIND, AND FIRE
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 760, S. 1639.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (8. 1639) to authorize appropriations
for carrying out the Earthquake Hazards Re-
duction Act of 1977, for the National Weather
Service and Related Agencies, and for the
United States Fire Administration for fiscal
years 2000, 2001, and 2002.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation with an amendment, as follows:

[Strike out all after the enacting
clause and insert the part printed in
italic.)

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Earth, Wind,
and Fire Authorization Act of 2000°°.

TITLE [-EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS
REDUCTION ACT
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGEN-
cy.—Section 12(a)(7) of the Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Act of 1977 (42 U.S.C. 7706(a)) is
amended—

(1) by striking “‘and’ after “1998°’; and

(2) by striking ‘“1999.” and inserting 1999;
319,861,000 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2001, of which $450,000 shall be used to sup-
port the National Earthquake Hazard Reduction
Program-eligible efforts of an established multi-
state consortium to reduce the unacceptable
threat of earthquake damages in the New ma-
drid seismic region through efforts to enhance
preparedness, response, recovery, and mitiga-
tion; $20,953,000 for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2002; and $22,105,000 for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2003.”’.
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