
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE23676 October 19, 2000 
here tomorrow so that every time we 
get a, well-we-have-to-check-with-up-
stairs response from the gentleman, we 
can get that response from the boys up-
stairs. We keep being told those issues 
are being kicked upstairs into different 
rooms, but we cannot find who is in 
those rooms. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
OCTOBER 23, 2000 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning hour debates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GUTKNECHT). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 24, 2000 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when 
the House adjourns on Monday, Octo-
ber 23, 2000, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 
a.m. on Tuesday, October 24, 2000, for 
morning hour debates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
business in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with on 
Wednesday next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

KRISTEN’S ACT 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 2780) to authorize 
the Attorney General to provide grants 
for organizations to find missing 
adults.

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 2780 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as ‘‘Kristen’s Act’’. 
SEC. 2. GRANTS FOR THE ASSISTANCE OF ORGA-

NIZATIONS TO FIND MISSING 
ADULTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 
may make grants to public agencies or non-
profit private organizations, or combinations 
thereof, for programs— 

(1) to assist law enforcement and families 
in locating missing adults; 

(2) to maintain a national, interconnected 
database for the purpose of tracking missing 

adults who are determined by law enforce-
ment to be endangered due to age, dimin-
ished mental capacity, or the circumstances 
of disappearance, when foul play is suspected 
or circumstances are unknown; 

(3) to maintain statistical information of 
adults reported as missing; 

(4) to provide informational resources and 
referrals to families of missing adults; 

(5) to assist in public notification and vic-
tim advocacy related to missing adults; and 

(6) to establish and maintain a national 
clearinghouse for missing adults. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Attorney General 
may make such rules and regulations as may 
be necessary to carry out this Act. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $1,000,000 each year for fis-
cal years 2001 through 2004. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. CANADY) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. CANADY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2780, the bill now under 
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2780, Kristen’s Act, which was intro-
duced by the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK). Each year 
about 1 million people are reported 
missing in the United States and about 
42 percent of those are adults. The 
many Federal, State and local law en-
forcement agencies across the country 
dutifully enter these missing person re-
ports in the FBI’s national missing per-
sons database and most of them are 
quickly found within a day or two. 
Still, many children and adults are not 
found right away and that is one rea-
son Congress acted to create the Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children. 

The Center acts as a clearinghouse 
for missing child cases and provides 
much needed support to families whose 
children are missing. The Center has 
helped locate thousands of missing 
children and reunited them with their 
families. Unfortunately, there is no 
such clearinghouse for missing adults. 
Once the names of these missing adults 
are entered into the FBI’s National 
Crime Information Center computer, 
there is little else the families can do 
but wait and hope that their loved ones 
will be found. 

Kristen’s Act would establish the 
first national clearinghouse for missing 
adults. It would authorize grants to 
States to, one, assist law enforcement 

and families in locating missing adults; 
two, create a national database for the 
purpose of tracking missing adults who 
are determined by law enforcement to 
be in danger due to age, mental capac-
ity or the circumstances of their dis-
appearance; three, maintain statistics 
on missing adults; four, provide infor-
mational resources and referrals to 
families of missing adults; and five, as-
sist in public notification and victim 
advocacy on this issue. 

Congress can and should do more to 
help families locate their missing adult 
relatives. Kristen’s Act would provide 
an infrastructure that will supplement 
the existing FBI missing persons data-
base and help State and local law en-
forcement agencies work with families 
to help to locate their loved ones. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Mrs. MYRICK) for her outstanding lead-
ership on this issue and I urge all of my 
colleagues to support this important 
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2780, also known as Kristen’s Act. H.R. 
2780 authorizes the Attorney General to 
make grants to public agencies or non-
profit private organizations to main-
tain a national database for tracking 
missing adults determined to be in dan-
ger due to age, diminished mental ca-
pacity, when foul play may be involved 
or when the circumstances of the dis-
appearance are unknown. 

It also authorizes grants to assist law 
enforcement and families in locating 
missing adults; provide informational 
resources to families of missing adults 
and for other related purposes. The bill 
authorizes $1 million each year for fis-
cal years 2001 through 2004 to carry out 
the purposes of this legislation. The 
bill is named after Kristen Moderfferi 
of Charlotte, North Carolina, who at 
age 18 disappeared after leaving her job 
one day. Sadly, because she was just 18 
her family could not benefit from the 
great work of the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children. 

H.R. 2780 is designed to assist law en-
forcement and families of missing per-
sons for those over the age of 17 in a 
manner similar to that provided by the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children. Although we have not 
had hearings on this bill and I gen-
erally do not support consideration of 
legislation without hearings, I am fa-
miliar with the valuable services pro-
vided by the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children for which 
we have had hearings and support simi-
lar efforts for missing adults who are 
in danger due to age, diminished capac-
ity or foul play. Accordingly, I urge my 
colleagues to vote for the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK), the sponsor of 
this legislation. 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the chairman, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CANADY), for 
bringing this bill forward as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I too rise in support of 
Kristen’s Act. I introduced it because 
Kristen Moderfferi, who was a con-
stituent of ours in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, disappeared in 1997. She was a 
very bright, hard-working young lady 
and attended North Carolina State 
University. She had just finished her 
freshman year; and like so many other 
college students, she decided she want-
ed to go to another city to spend the 
summer and work and have a new expe-
rience. So she moved to San Francisco. 
She enrolled in photography class at 
Berkeley and got a job at a local coffee 
shop. She began settling in and making 
new friends. 

However, on Monday, June 23, which 
was just a mere 3 weeks after her 18th 
birthday, she left her job at the coffee 
shop and headed to the beach for the 
afternoon. She has not been seen since. 

When her panicked parents called the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, they heard the unbe-
lievable words, I am sorry we cannot 
help you. They were shocked to dis-
cover that because Kristen was 18 the 
Center could not place her picture and 
story into its national database, or 
offer any assistance whatsoever. In 
fact, there is no national agency in the 
United States to help locate missing 
adults.

Unfortunately, the Moderfferis are 
not alone. The families of thousands of 
missing adults have found that law en-
forcement and other agencies respond 
very differently when the person who 
has disappeared is not a child. So that 
is why I introduced Kristen’s Act. It 
will provide funding to establish a na-
tional clearinghouse for missing adults 
whose disappearance is determined by 
law enforcement to be foul play. As 
with the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, this bill will 
provide assistance to law enforcement 
and families in missing persons cases of 
those over the age of 17. It is simply 
unfair that people must cope with a 
missing family member, which is so 
traumatic, and I know personally what 
the Moderfferis have gone through, and 
have to conduct the search on their 
own without skills or resources. 

I will say that the Moderfferis lit-
erally went to the ends of the Earth to 
just exhaust every opportunity they 
could to try and find their daughter, 
and were completely frustrated at most 
every turn. 

Kristen’s Act does send a message to 
these families that they deserve help to 
locate endangered and involuntarily 
missing loved ones. 

Endangered missing adults, regard-
less of their age, should receive not 
only the benefit of a search effort by 
the local law enforcement but also the 
help of an experienced national organi-
zation.

By passing this bill today, families 
will never again have to hear they can-
not be assisted because their loved one 
is too old. 

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON), who 
is the chairman and founder of the 
Congressional Caucus for Missing and 
Exploited Children and a leading sup-
porter of the National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children. 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT), for yielding me this time, and 
I also want to thank the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Mrs. MYRICK) for 
all the good work she has done on this 
bill, and others as well. 

Mr. Speaker, as a cosponsor of this 
bill, I rise in support of Kristen’s Act, 
a bill to authorize the Attorney Gen-
eral to make grants to public agencies 
or nonprofit private organizations to 
assist law enforcement and families in 
locating missing adults and to main-
tain a national interconnected data-
base tracking missing adults who are 
determined by law enforcement to be 
in danger due to age, diminished men-
tal capacity or the circumstances of 
disappearance when foul play might be 
suspected. This bill will also maintain 
statistical information of adults re-
ported as missing; assist in public noti-
fication and victim advocacy related to 
missing adults, and establish and main-
tain a national clearinghouse for miss-
ing adults. 

As the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
SCOTT) said, I am the chairman and 
founder of the Congressional Caucus on 
Missing and Exploited Children and I 
work very closely with the National 
Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. I do realize, however, that spe-
cialized services to locate and recover 
missing adults are few and far between. 
While adults have a legal right to dis-
appear without notifying friends and 
family, this does not lessen the frustra-
tion others face when determining 
whether foul play is involved. 

I met with Kristen Moderfferi’s par-
ents in 1999, and what they have lived 
through is tragic. Their daughter dis-
appeared 3 weeks after her 18th birth-
day and while the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children was 
able to refer them to other assisting 
organizations, the center was unable to 
work directly on the case as its man-
date is for children under the age of 18. 
A congressionally authorized clearing-
house for missing adults is necessary 
to assist people like Kristen’s parents. 
I do not want to look into the faces of 
any more parents whose grown-up chil-
dren are missing or some place where 

they should not be. The tragedy is too 
difficult to live with. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage all 
of my colleagues to support Kristen’s 
Act.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Mrs. MYRICK) for her leadership on 
this issue and also the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) for his leadership. 

I would also like to take the oppor-
tunity to say a word about the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CANADY),
with whom I served as ranking member 
of the Subcommittee on the Constitu-
tion for 2 years. We considered a lot of 
very contentious and controversial 
issues. And we did not agree very often, 
but as we disagreed we were able to do 
that, I think, in a constructive and 
conscientious way of being able to dis-
agree without being disagreeable. 

I know the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. CANADY) is not seeking reelection, 
and I wanted to wish him well in the 
future.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT)
for his very gracious remarks and ex-
press to him my gratitude for the good 
working relationship we have had as 
members of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 2780—‘‘Kristen’s Act’’—which was intro-
duced by the Gentlelady from North Carolina, 
SUE MYRICK. Today, there are approximately 
100,000 people who have been reported as 
missing to the FBI’s National Crime Informa-
tion Center. About 42,000 of them are adults. 
The families of missing children can—and 
often do—turn to the Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, the very successful na-
tional clearinghouse for missing child cases. 
The Center has helped locate thousands of 
missing children and provides much needed 
support to the bereaved families who are 
searching for them. 

Kristen’s Act would establish the first na-
tional clearinghouse for missing adults. It 
would authorize grants to states to (1) assist 
law enforcement and families in locating miss-
ing adults; (2) create a national database for 
the purpose of tracking missing adults who are 
determined by law enforcement to be endan-
gered due to age, mental capacity, or the cir-
cumstances of their disappearance; (3) main-
tain statistics on missing adults; (4) provide in-
formational resources and referrals to families 
of missing adults; and (5) assist in public noti-
fication and victim advocacy of this issue. 

The need for this legislation was brought 
home to me by the case of Brian Welzien, a 
21-year-old student at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity, who disappeared without a trace after 
celebrating at a restaurant in Chicago last 
New year’s Eve. His disappearance was inex-
plicable. He was a good student and good 
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son. He was immediately reported missing by 
his family, but they had nowhere to turn for 
help and support beyond reporting that he was 
missing. Tragically, his body washed ashore 
three-and-half months later on a Lake Michi-
gan beach near Gary, Ind. Had there been a 
national center for missing adults, perhaps 
more could have been done to find him before 
he died. 

Congress can and should do more to help 
families locate their missing husbands, wives, 
brothers and sisters. Kristen’s Act will go a 
long way in providing the infrastructure to help 
locate them before tragedy happens. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mrs. MYRICK for her 
leadership on this issue, and I urge all my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. CAN-
ADY) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 2780. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1945

EXPRESSING SUPPORT OF CON-
GRESS FOR ACTIVITIES REGARD-
ING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 271) ex-
pressing the support of Congress for ac-
tivities to increase public awareness of 
multiple sclerosis. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 271 

Whereas multiple sclerosis is a chronic and 
often disabling disease of the central nervous 
system which often first appears in people 
between the ages of 20 and 40, with lifelong 
physical and emotional effects; 

Whereas multiple sclerosis is twice as com-
mon in women as in men; 

Whereas an estimated 250,000 to 350,000 in-
dividuals suffer from multiple sclerosis na-
tionally;

Whereas symptoms of multiple sclerosis 
can be mild, such as numbness in the limbs, 
or severe, such as paralysis or loss of vision; 

Whereas the progress, severity, and spe-
cific symptoms of multiple sclerosis in any 
one person cannot yet be predicted; 

Whereas the annual cost to each affected 
individual averages $34,000, and the total 
cost can exceed $2 million over an individ-
ual’s lifetime; 

Whereas the annual cost of treating all 
people who suffer from multiple sclerosis in 
the United States is nearly $9 billion; 

Whereas the cause of multiple sclerosis re-
mains unknown, but genetic factors are be-
lieved to play a role in determining a per-
son’s risk for developing multiple sclerosis; 

Whereas many of the symptoms of mul-
tiple sclerosis can be treated with medica-
tions and rehabilitative therapy; 

Whereas new treatments exist that can 
slow the course of the disease, and reduce its 
severity;

Whereas medical experts recommend that 
all people newly diagnosed with relapse-re-

mitting multiple sclerosis begin disease- 
modifying therapy; 

Whereas finding the genes responsible for 
susceptibility to multiple sclerosis may lead 
to the development of new and more effec-
tive ways to treat the disease; 

Whereas increased funding for the National 
Institutes of Health would provide the oppor-
tunity for research and the creation of pro-
grams to increase awareness, prevention, and 
education; and 

Whereas Congress as an institution, and 
Members of Congress as individuals, are in 
unique positions to help raise public aware-
ness about the detection and treatment of 
multiple sclerosis and to support the fight 
against multiple sclerosis: Now, therefore, be 
it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) all Americans should take an active 
role in the fight to end the devastating ef-
fects of multiple sclerosis on individuals, 
their families, and the economy; 

(2) the role played by national and commu-
nity organizations and health care profes-
sionals in promoting the importance of con-
tinued funding for research, and in providing 
information about and access to the best 
medical treatment and support services for 
people with multiple sclerosis should be rec-
ognized and applauded; 

(3) the Federal Government has a responsi-
bility to— 

(A) continue to fund research so that the 
causes of, and improved treatment for, mul-
tiple sclerosis may be discovered; 

(B) continue to consider ways to improve 
access to, and the quality of, health care 
services for people with multiple sclerosis; 

(C) endeavor to raise public awareness 
about the symptoms of multiple sclerosis; 
and

(D) endeavor to raise health professional’s 
awareness about diagnosis of multiple scle-
rosis and the best course of treatment for 
people with the disease. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GUTKNECHT). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. TAU-
ZIN) and the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. TAUZIN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on House Concurrent Resolution 271. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself 5 minutes. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 

Con. Res. 271, which expresses the sup-
port of Congress for activities to in-
crease public awareness of multiple 
sclerosis. I salute the gentleman from 
Rhode Island (Mr. WEYGAND), the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS), the 
gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs. 
MORELLA), and the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) for their work 
in bringing this resolution to the floor 
today.

Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, often 
disabling, disease of the central nerv-
ous system. Symptoms may be mild, 
such as numbness in the limbs, or they 
can be terribly severe, like paralysis or 
loss of vision. 

Most people with MS are diagnosed 
between the ages of 20 and 40, but the 
unpredictable physical and emotional 
threats can be lifelong. The progress, 
severity, and specific symptoms of MS 
for any person cannot yet be predicted; 
but advances in research and treat-
ment are giving hope to those who 
have been afflicted by the disease. 

Thanks to the dedication of Congress 
over the last 6 years in doubling the 
budget of the NIH, many advances have 
been made in the war against MS. Over 
the last decade, for instance, our 
knowledge of the immune system has 
grown at an amazing rate. Major gains 
have been made in recognizing and de-
fining the role of the system in the de-
velopment of MS lesions, giving sci-
entists the ability to devise ways to 
alter the immune response. 

New imaging tools, such as Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging, have redefined the 
natural history and are proving invalu-
able in monitoring the disease activity. 
Scientists are now able, for example, to 
visualize and follow the development of 
MS lesions in the brain and spinal cord 
using MRIs, and this ability is a tre-
mendous aid in the assessment of new 
therapies and can speed the process of 
evaluating new treatments. 

With all the important contributions 
made by bioimaging and bio-
engineering in the field of MS 
diagnostics, we would be remiss at this 
time if we did not make reference to 
the House-passed National Institute of 
Biomedical Imaging and Engineering 
Establishment Act, H.R. 1795, which 
was sponsored by my colleague on the 
Committee on Commerce, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR). Magnetic resonance imaging 
and computed tomography have revolu-
tionized the practice of medicine in the 
past quarter century; yet there is still 
not a center at NIH that brings imag-
ing and engineering into focus. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage Members to 
communicate with those in the other 
body concerning the importance of en-
acting H.R. 1795, and ask that we all 
join together in voting for this concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 271, to ex-
press our strong support for increasing 
public awareness of multiple sclerosis 
and hopefully an end to the dreaded 
disease through proper treatment, di-
agnosis, and, eventually one day, pre-
vention.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 
the resolution introduced by the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
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