23740

organization formed by members of the local
community, are celebrating the unique con-
tributions of the athletes of South Orange and
Maplewood to the 2000 U.S. Olympic Team.

History was made in Australia when three
members of a family presented the United
States at the Olympics. South Orange/maple-
wood is home to Joetta Clark Diggs, Jearl
Miles-Clark and Hazel Clark, who all com-
peted in the 800-meter run. Jearle Miles-Clark
won a gold medal in the 4 by 400 relay.
Coaching the girls was J.J. Clark, brother of
Hazel and Joetta, and husband of Jearles
Miles Clark.

Also being honored at the ceremony is an
outstanding athlete, Tom Auth of Maplewood
who competed in lightweight 4 man sculls.
Coach John Moon of Seton Hall whose team
won 5 gold medals, | silver and | bronze, will
be recognized for his achievements. Shana
Williams of Seton Hall will be honored as the
winner of a bronze medal in 1996 and a par-
ticipant in the 2000 Olympics.

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues join me
in sending our congratulations and best wish-
es to all of these fine athletes who exemplify
the positive spirit of competition and striving
for excellence in behalf of our country. As resi-
dents gather to honor them at “Olympic
Square South Orange,” we wish them contin-
ued success.

————

RECOGNIZING ROBERTA ROWE FOR
A LIFETIME OF COMMUNITY
SERVICE
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Thursday, October 19, 2000

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize one of my constituents who
passed away several years ago after a long,
rich life. The community is still impacted by
her wonderful example of patience and kind-
ness. | salute Mrs. Roberta Rowe who, 26
years after her passing, will have a park in
Sikeston, MO, rededicated to her for her inspi-
rational life.

Originally from Georgia, Mrs. Roberta Rowe
came to Southeast Missouri with her five chil-
dren, Mable, Alma, Eloise, Kathryn, and
Carlton.

She soon became involved in her commu-
nity as the leader of the Rainbow 4-H Club
where she held meetings, arranged edu-
cational projects for the members and accom-
panied the club to Lincoln University every
year for the annual state conference.

Mrs. Rowe was also an active member in
Smith Chapel United Methodist Church
throughout her life. She was a kindergarten
teacher for the church, and often worked with
the children in various activities. You could al-
ways find her cheerful spirit at a church func-
tion.

Always involved with the Bootheel commu-
nity, Mrs. Rowe traveled with the Community
Choir for monthly choir concerts in the African
American Churches of the region. Monthly she
would go to Benton along with her Smith
Chapel friends, Mrs. Rosie Johnson, Mrs.
Flora Holt, and Ms. Edna to learn about effec-
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tive homemaking techniques through the Uni-
versity of Missouri Extension Club. She served
as a teen supervisor during the summer,
teaching them  about lawncare and
lawnscaping.

Although she did not complete high school
herself, she pushed her children to pursue a
strong education. Her twins, Carlton and Kath-
ryn, completed college at Lincoln University,
and the rest of her children spent time in col-
lege as well.

Mrs. Rowe’s dedication to her family, her
church, her community and education should
be an inspiration to us all. Those who followed
her example learned that “greatness comes
from service.” It is her greatness that is re-
membered in Sikeston, and by her family.
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Mr. PICKETT. Mr. Speaker, Rabbi Israel
Zoberman, spiritual leader of Congregation
Beth Chaverim located in my congressional
district in Virginia Beach, made the following
statement upon the occasion of the historic
visit by Cardinal William Keeler, Archbishop of
Baltimore, to the congregation on October 8,
2000. His words, at this time of upheaval in
the Middle East, are an important call for rap-
prochement and reconciliation between the re-
ligions and peoples of the world.

What a job and what a blessing to welcome
into our grateful midst His Eminence Car-
dinal William Keeler, Archbishop of Balti-
more, accompanied by our long-time friend,
Bishop Walter Sullivan of Richmond. Par-
ticularly significant is the Cardinal’s gra-
cious presence on the eve of Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement, the holiest day on the
Jewish calendar, when we view our historical
experience through a veil of tears, and our
vulnerability and loneliness are so poign-
antly evident.

The Cardinal’s heartfelt acceptance to join
us, at a time Of mounting tension in the
Middle East and his prayer for the peace of
Jerusalem, are testimony to the great vision
of the Roman Catholic Church which he so
eminently represents, to offer God’s essen-
tial gifts of healing and reconciliation to two
world faith groups so intimately linked, yet
so painfully separated for so long, too long.
His friendly, thoughtful and reassuring
words will long echo.

We recall with reverence the revolutionary
strides made by the remarkable Pope John
XXIII and the Second Vatican Council, along
with the historic acts of the much beloved
Pope John Paul II. New hope has been
breathed among those holding Abraham to
be their common father, respecting the Jew-
ish covenant with the Divine while honoring
its adherents whose suffering on its behalf
extended for two millennia, culminating in
the Shoah’s immense tragedy. The Pope’s re-
cent visit to Jerusalem’s Yad Vashern Holo-
caust Memorial and his profound message of
compassion and consolation, along with the
Holy Father’s prayer at the Western Wall,
the holiest Jewish shrine, are powerful sym-
bols deeply appreciated and never to be for-
gotten, following upon the Vatican estab-
lishing diplomatic relations with the state of
Israel in 1994.
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Even as we pray for the well being of the
aging and ailing Pope, loving and courageous
witness to Poland’s vineyard of the Jewish
people turned into its graveyard during the
Nazi onslaught, so do we appeal for for-
tifying and safeguarding his vast legacy of
embrace with its boundless promise to fi-
nally transform the human family. Too
much is at stake.

All religions have a golden opportunity to
join forces for infusing a secular world and a
materialistic environment, through moral
persuasion, and never again through physical
coercion, with an aspiring sacred call of the
indivisible dignity of all God’s children; af-
firming that indeed each one of us has been
created in the Divine’s own sacred image,
which is the greatest human rights state-
ment we share through the Hebrew Scrip-
tures’ eternal gift. Let us faithfully assert
together that true freedom is born of spir-
itual responsibility.
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Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, last weekend
more than 450 alumni of the Experiment in
International Living, a global student exchange
program, gathered for their first-ever annual
reunion in Brattleboro, VT. The reunion com-
memorated the Experiment's 68 year history
of helping young Americans break down na-
tional and cultural barriers and forge relation-
ships that have sustained them over years
and across thousands of miles.

Founded in 1932, the Experiment in Inter-
national Living is now a program of World
Learning, a widely respected international edu-
cational services organization. Every year, Ex-
periment students travel to countries in Africa,
Asia, the Americas, Europe, and Oceania as
part of a summer abroad program. Through
this exchange, Experimenters are immersed in
the daily culture of a single place and its peo-
ple as they embark on journey of cultural and
personal discovery.

Mr. Speaker, | am personally invested in the
success of the Experiment in International Liv-
ing in part the program made a personal in-
vestment in me over 25 years ago. In 1973, |
traveled to Yugoslavia and spent ten weeks
with a host family through the Experiment in
International Living program. Even as a 19-
year-old college student, | recognized the life-
changing effect this experience would have.
Today, as a member of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee, | can trace my
strong interest in the Balkans in particular and
international affairs more generally to those
wonderful ten weeks. It is my great hope that
I, along with my colleagues in the House, can
help make it possible for thousands more
young Americans to join the Experiment and
participate in the life-changing journey that it
embodies.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | would like to con-
gratulate World Learning, the Experiment in
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