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the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YounGg) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the Senate bill, S. 503.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

IMPROVEMENT OF NATIVE HIRING
WITHIN THE STATE OF ALASKA

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
Senate bill (S. 748) to improve Native
hiring and contracting by the Federal
Government within the State of Alas-
ka, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 748

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REPORT.

(a) Within six months after the enactment
of this Act the Secretary of the Interior
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Secretary”
shall submit a report detailing the progress
the Department has made in the implemen-
tation of the provisions of sections 1307 and
1308 of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act and provisions of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act. The report shall include a de-
tailed action plan on the future implementa-
tion of the provisions of sections 1307 and
1308 of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act and provisions of the In-
dian Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act. The report shall describe, in de-
tail, the measures and actions that will be
taken, along with a description of the antici-
pated results to be achieved during the next
three fiscal years. The report shall focus on
lands under the jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of the Interior in Alaska and shall also
address any laws, rules, regulations and poli-
cies which act as a deterrent to hiring Na-
tive Alaskans or contracting with Native
Alaskans to perform and conduct activities
and programs of those agencies and bureaus
under the jurisdiction of the Department of
the Interior.

(b) The report shall be completed within
existing appropriations and shall be trans-
mitted to the Committee on Resources of the
United States Senate; and the Committee on
Resources of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

SEC. 2. PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) In furtherance of the goals of sections
1307 and 1308 of the Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act and the provisions
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act, the Secretary shall—

(1) implement pilot programs to employ
residents of local communities at the fol-
lowing units of the National Park System lo-
cated in northwest Alaska:

(A) Bering Liand Bridge National Preserve,

(B) Cape Krusenstern National Monument,

(C) Kobuk Valley National Park, and

(D) Noatak National Preserve; and

(2) report on the results of the programs
within one year to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the United States
and the Committee on Resources of the
House of Representatives.

(b) In implementing the programs, the Sec-
retary shall consult with the Native Cor-
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porations, non-profit organizations, and
Tribal entities in the immediate vicinity of
such units and shall also, to the extent prac-
ticable, involve such groups in the develop-
ment of interpretive materials and the pilot
programs relating to such units.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, S. 748 directs the Sec-
retary of the Interior to complete and
submit a report within 6 months after
enactment of this act on the progress
the Department has made in imple-
menting section 1307 and 1308 of the
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act, called ANILCA.

Since ANILCA was enacted, the De-
partment has failed to implement
these two sections of the bill. This bill
further requires the Secretary to in-
clude a detailed action plan for the im-
plication of ANILCA section 1307 and
1308 to consult with Alaska Native Cor-
porations formed under the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act, nonprofit
organizations, and tribal entities in the
immediate vicinity of the park units.
It further requires the Secretary, to
the extent possible, to involve such
groups in developing materials and
pilot programs.

I urge an aye vote on this important
legislation for the Alaska Natives.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.
748, legislation intended to encourage
the Department of the Interior to im-
prove Native hiring and contracting
within the State of Alaska.

As I understand it, this legislation is
supported by the Department of the In-
terior. I urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEASE). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Alaska
(Mr. YOUNG) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the Senate bill, S.
748.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
LAKE TAHOE RESTORATION ACT

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
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(H.R. 3388) to promote environmental
restoration around the Lake Tahoe
basin, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3388

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lake Tahoe
Restoration Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) Lake Tahoe, one of the largest, deepest,
and clearest lakes in the world, has a cobalt
blue color, a unique alpine setting, and re-
markable water clarity, and is recognized
nationally and worldwide as a natural re-
source of special significance;

(2) in addition to being a scenic and eco-
logical treasure, Lake Tahoe is one of the
outstanding recreational resources of the
United States, offering skiing, water sports,
biking, camping, and hiking to millions of
visitors each year, and contributing signifi-
cantly to the economies of California, Ne-
vada, and the United States;

(3) the economy in the Lake Tahoe basin is
dependent on the protection and restoration
of the natural beauty and recreation oppor-
tunities in the area;

(4) Lake Tahoe is in the midst of an envi-
ronmental crisis; the Lake’s water clarity
has declined from a visibility level of 105 feet
in 1967 to only 70 feet in 1999, and scientific
estimates indicate that if the water quality
at the Lake continues to degrade, Lake
Tahoe will lose its famous clarity in only 30
years;

(b) sediment and algae-nourishing phos-
phorous and nitrogen continue to flow into
the Lake from a variety of sources, including
land erosion, fertilizers, air pollution, urban
runoff, highway drainage, streamside ero-
sion, land disturbance, and ground water
flow;

(6) methyl tertiary butyl ether—

(A) has contaminated and closed more than
Y3 of the wells in South Tahoe; and

(B) is advancing on the Lake at a rate of
approximately 9 feet per day;

(7) destruction of wetlands, wet meadows,
and stream zone habitat has compromised
the Lake’s ability to cleanse itself of pollut-
ants;

(8) approximately 40 percent of the trees in
the Lake Tahoe basin are either dead or
dying, and the increased quantity of combus-
tible forest fuels has significantly increased
the risk of catastrophic forest fire in the
Lake Tahoe basin;

(9) as the largest land manager in the Lake
Tahoe basin, with 77 percent of the land, the
Federal Government has a unique responsi-
bility for restoring environmental health to
Lake Tahoe;

(10) the Federal Government has a long
history of environmental preservation at
Lake Tahoe, including—

(A) congressional consent to the establish-
ment of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agen-
cy in 1969 (Public Law 91-148; 83 Stat. 360)
and in 1980 (Public Law 96-551; 94 Stat. 3233);

(B) the establishment of the Lake Tahoe
Basin Management Unit in 1973; and

(C) the enactment of Public Law 96-586 (94
Stat. 3381) in 1980 to provide for the acquisi-
tion of environmentally sensitive land and
erosion control grants;

(11) the President renewed the Federal
Government’s commitment to Lake Tahoe in
1997 at the Lake Tahoe Presidential Forum,
when he committed to increased Federal re-
sources for environmental restoration at
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