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It so happens that one of America’s
finest poets, William Carlos Williams
also called Paterson, NJ his home. Wil-
liams was a doctor. He made house
calls, carrying his black medical bag
up and down the stairs of Paterson’s
tenements. He wrote poems at night, or
scratched them out during brief inter-
vals of his busy days tending to the
sick and scared. He wrote once that
there are ‘‘No ideas but in things’.
FRANK LAUTENBERG must intuitively
graps the meaning of Williams poetry.
For him, the noble ideas that have mo-
tivated his public service have taken
shape in the things he had done—in the
resources he has brought home to the
people of his state, and in the laws he
has written on behalf of all Americans.

In his eighteen years as a United
States Senator, FRANK LAUTENBERG
has amassed a remarkable record of
public achievement. There are few
areas of environmental, transpor-
tation, budget, and anti-crime policy
that have not benefited from his care-
ful mind and strong hand.

On the environment, FRANK helped
write landmark legislation to cleanse
our air, provide safer drinking water,
and clean up more toxic waste sites. He
authored measure to make America’s
beaches cleaner, and to ban the ocean
dumping of sewage.

He has shaped our nation’s transpor-
tation policy. FRANK understands as
few others do that our nation can only
grow and prosper to the degree that it
is able to move people, goods, and serv-
ices safely and efficiently. Along with
Senator MOYNIHAN and others, his lead-
ership has been instrumental in ensur-
ing some modicum of balance in our
funding for mass transit as opposed to
roads and highways. He has been a
leader in the ongoing effort to support
Amtrak and the important cause of
commuter and intercity passenger rail
service, which can do so much to re-
duce traffic congestion and keep our
air clean.

And no one has done more to pro-
mote transportation safety, on the
road as well as in the air. FRANK LAU-
TENBERG authored the law to establish
21 as the legal drinking age, and to ban
smoking on airplanes. And he is re-
sponsible more than anyone else for
the landmark provision in this year’s
transportation appropriations bill low-
ering the legal standard for intoxica-
tion to .08 percent blood alcohol con-
tent. The drinking age law alone as
saved an estimated 12,000 lives since its
enactment in 1984. It’s estimated that
his ‘.08 measure will save an addi-
tional 600 lives each year in this coun-
try.

FRANK LAUTENBERG also understood
that we must do more to protect law-
abiding citizens from the scourge of
gun violence. He authored the bill to
close the gun-show loophole. He has
fought for child-proof handguns. And
his support for measures like the Brady
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bill was instrumental in bringing about
a nationwide reduction in gun violence
over the past 7 years.

Lastly, as ranking member of the
Budget Committee, FRANK has played a
valuable role in bringing about an end
to budget deficits and putting our na-
tion on the path to paying off our na-
tional debt. He has also worked to
strengthen the solvency of Medicare
and Social Security.

I said a while ago that FRANK LAU-
TENBERG proved to be a very successful
businessman. He accumulated great fi-
nancial wealth. No one would have
faulted him if he just retired, having
made that achievement and contribu-
tion for the private sector.

I think all of us, regardless of party
and political persuasion, admire people
who want to give something back and
who are willing to jump into this arena
of public life, running the risks that we
all do when we place our name on bal-
lots all cross this country. The fact
that FRANK LAUTENBERG decided at the
end of his private life to become a pub-
lic citizen and make a significant con-
tribution to his country stands as a
wonderful model for others who have
done well to follow and when they want
to give something back.

Not everyone runs for public office,
nor should they, but there are ways in
which people can make contributions
every day to improve the quality of life
for people. FRANK LAUTENBERG is a liv-
ing embodiment of that concept and
that principle.

The colleagues I have talked about,
the wonderful colleagues who have
served so admirably and so well, DICK
BRYAN, BOB KERREY, FRANK LAUTEN-
BERG, and my friend, Stan Israelite, are
examples of public servants who I will
miss terribly every day. These are good
Americans who have made a difference
in the lives of all of us as citizens in
this country.

I will find time to talk about my
good friends, CONNIE MACK and PAT
MOYNIHAN, but I see my colleagues on
the floor. I thank them for their indul-
gence. I talked a little longer than I
anticipated. I thank the Senators for
their patience.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). The Senator from OKkla-
homa.

———

CONSULTING ON U.S.S. “COLE”
ACTION

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, many on
the Senate Armed Services Committee
have been quite distressed over some of
the uncertainties, some of the things
that happened in conjunction with the
tragedy of the U.S.S. Cole. Even though
it is a delicate thing to talk about,
there are people still around who be-
lieve that the President took some ac-
tions, such as sending the cruise mis-
siles into Afghanistan and the cruise
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missiles into Sudan, without consulta-
tion with the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
without consultation with the Intel-
ligence Committee, the Senate Armed
Services Committee, the House Armed
Services Committee, something that
was done and nobody knew it was going
to happen. There are a lot of people
who believe that might have been po-
litically motivated.

I think it is very appropriate tonight
to urge the President that if something
should happen that we would have to
take some kind of action in the next
few days, in that there are only 13 days
until a national election, make sure
there are no suspicions out there. I
want to get on record urging the Presi-
dent to work closely on any proposed
action that could take place as a result
of the U.S.S. Cole tragedy, to work
closely on the matter, in full consulta-
tion with all members of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, with the top service
commanders in chief, as well as the
members of both the Senate Armed
Services Committee, the House Armed
Services Committee, and the Intel-
ligence Committees. By doing this, we
could preclude any types of suspicions,
allowing us to participate in what
would have to be a major decision.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

———

FISCAL DISCIPLINE

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, one
of the main reasons I ran for the Sen-
ate was to bring fiscal discipline to
Washington. As the 106th Congress
winds down this week, I look back with
mixed feelings at the actions that have
been taken over the last 2 years toward
bringing our financial house in order.
While for the first time we are not
spending the Social Security surplus or
the Medicare Part A surplus, I believe
we could have done a much better job
in reining in Federal spending.

Indeed, one fact that does not seem
to draw too much attention is the fact
that Washington increased overall non-
defense domestic discretionary spend-
ing in fiscal year 2000 to $328 billion.
That is a 9.3-percent boost over the
previous fiscal year, and the largest
single-year increase in nondefense dis-
cretionary spending since 1980. And I
fear we will have another big increase
in fiscal year 2001.

However, there is actually some good
news to celebrate since the beginning
of this Congress. As my colleagues may
recall, President Clinton said in his
State of the Union Address in 1999 that
he wanted to save 62 percent of the sur-
plus and spend the other 38 percent.
Well, at the time, the entire surplus
was the Social Security surplus.

It was Members on this side of the
aisle in both the House and the Senate
who exposed the President’s plan as
just another spending gimmick. We
were also the ones who got busy advo-
cating and fighting for a lockbox for
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