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community and nonprofit organizations, 
would be eligible for grants established by 
H.R. 762 for the purpose of delivering and en-
hancing health care and related services for 
individuals with lupus. 

The CBO staff contact is Alexis K. 
Ahlstrom, who can be reached at 226–9010. 
This estimate was approved by Peter H. 
Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for 
Budget Analysis. 
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TODAY’S CHALLENGE: EDUCATION 
IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BACA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, the chal-
lenge confronting us today is edu-
cation. Before us is the future of edu-
cation. We as a Nation must place edu-
cation as the number one priority if we 
are to meet the challenges and needs of 
the 21st century; if we are to look 
where our children are going to be and 
if they are well prepared to meet those 
challenges. 

We need to invest in education. We 
need to come together in a bipartisan 
effort and support H.R. 4094; 228 Mem-
bers are cosponsors. This is not a par-
tisan issue. This is a bipartisan issue. 
This is about education and putting a 
high priority and investing in the fu-
ture of America. 

We need to make sure that class size 
reduction for our children is there. We 
have got to make sure that our chil-
dren have the same opportunity that 
many other individuals have where 
they have small classes, but it can only 
happen through modernization and 
class size reduction. 

We need to fund education at the 
highest level. When a child comes into 
school, they must feel comfortable to 
know that the ratio is 25 to one, stu-
dent to teacher. If the atmosphere is 
good, the students feel good, the teach-
ers feel good. They are in an atmos-
phere that they can learn. That is posi-
tive for a lot of our students. The indi-
vidual attention is important to a stu-
dent, because a student has to develop 
self-esteem, self-confidence in them-
selves. If he or she has confidence in 
himself and they know that the teach-
er is working in areas that they need, 
then we can have the accountability to 
make sure that our students are pro-
gressing and learning in our public in-
stitutions. It can only happen if we re-
duce the class sizes. 

Yes, Mr. Speaker, we need teacher 
training; and, yes, we do need account-
ability. That is very important for us 
as well. But we must invest in edu-
cation; we must allow that to happen. 
We must provide the tools and the in-
struments to make sure that our 
teachers have the resources and the 
funding. I know that it is very difficult 
in today’s society. When we look at 
California alone, that has over 6 mil-
lion students in our K through 12. More 

and more students are coming in, and 
yet we have a ratio of 45 to one in 
many of our schools. We need to make 
sure that we look across the Nation 
and we provide the funding. 

My son, Joseph Baca, Jr., is a teacher 
in junior high, and he is going out and 
buying supplies. This should not hap-
pen to him and many other teachers 
because we are not providing the funds 
that are very much needed in our class-
rooms. We need to make sure that we 
provide not only the funding to make 
sure that teachers have the equipment, 
have the supplies, and create the at-
mosphere; we want to make sure that 
when children go into our schools, that 
they know very well that they are 
coming into a school that they do not 
have to worry about leaking roofs. 
They do not have to worry about not 
having any faucets that are fixed, and 
they do not have to worry about look-
ing at windows that are broken. They 
do not have to look at walls that have 
graffiti. We want to create an atmos-
phere that is good for them. 

If an atmosphere is good for them, 
then they will begin to learn. And if it 
is good for them, then teachers feel 
good about being energized in teaching. 

At the same time, we have to make 
sure that we look at not only mod-
ernization, but the digital divide, to 
look at technology to make sure that 
we fund every one of our schools so 
that our children are well prepared to 
meet the 21st century and well pre-
pared and well trained. If they are not, 
what is going to happen to our Nation? 
What is going to happen to our Nation? 
It is our responsibility that we provide 
the funding at a higher level. We have 
got to invest more. We are not invest-
ing enough in education. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the answer and 
the beginning and the right steps are in 
H.R. 4094. That is a step in the right di-
rection. When an individual receives 
the funding, then that means we have 
the accountability. At the same time, 
when we look at where are our stu-
dents, we must prepare them to meet 
the 21st century so they are ready to go 
to a community college and State col-
lege and our universities. 

Are community colleges ready for 
them? We have to make sure that we 
provide tax incentives and tax rates 
and tuition that is available for our 
students to go on to our community 
colleges. More and more students are 
going to our community colleges right 
now, and we have to make sure that we 
provide the funding there. And as we 
look at those students who are trans-
ferring on to 4-year institutions, to 
make sure that they can get into a 
State college or university. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that we have 
honors programs and other programs, 
but it becomes difficult when we do not 
have the funding and we do not have 
the financing that are available for a 
lot of our students. The tax incentives 

and tax breaks are there. Mr. Speaker, 
we need to invest more in education. 
We can take the right steps. The steps 
are ahead of us, but we have to come 
together in a bipartisan effort. 
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TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN RON 
PACKARD UPON HIS RETIREMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MCKEON) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, the lead-
er of our California delegation, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LEWIS), 
has given me the honor of putting to-
gether a night to honor the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PACKARD), one of 
our colleagues who is leaving the 
House, retiring at the end of this ses-
sion. 

We wanted to take a little time to 
talk a little bit of his accomplishments 
while here in the Congress. First of all, 
we will hear from our leader, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEWIS). I 
yield to him such time as he desires. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I very much appreciate my col-
league yielding. And, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to join my colleagues this 
evening in paying tribute to our friend 
from the Committee on Appropria-
tions, RON PACKARD. RON is retiring 
from the House after 18 years of service 
to his constituents. He has had the 
privilege of representing one of the 
most beautiful parts of our State in 
south Orange County and north San 
Diego County, a small piece of River-
side County as well, as he would re-
mind us. 

It is understandable why RON would 
want to spend more time at home. He 
has just completed the building of a 
new home with his wife, Jean, seven 
children and too many grandchildren 
to count. He has got plenty to look for-
ward to as he goes back home to his 
district. 

RON came to the Congress after serv-
ing in the U.S. Navy and later as a 
member of the school board, active in 
the chamber of commerce. He served 
on the city council and was mayor of 
Carlsbad. RON was elected to Congress 
as a result of his success as a write-in 
candidate in 1982, one of the very few 
occasions in which a write-in candidate 
has been successful. 

I have worked most closely with RON 
in the appropriations process where 
over the years he has been the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on Legisla-
tive Appropriations, the chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction Appropriations, and is just 
completing a tour representing our 
State very well on the subcommittee 
that deals with energy and water ap-
propriations, a most important appro-
priations bill. 
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