October 27, 2000

CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION
FOR EXCELLENCE IN ARTS EDU-
CATION ACT

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
that the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 2789, and the Senate
then proceed to its immediate consid-
eration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2789) to amend the Congressional
Award Act to establish a Congressional Rec-
ognition for Excellence in Arts Education
Board.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

AMENDMENT NO. 4353

Mr. HATCH. Senator COCHRAN has an
amendment at the desk, and I ask for
its consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

The Senator from Utah [Mr. HATCH], for
Mr. COCHRAN, proposes an amendment num-
bered 4353.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Amendments Sub-
mitted.”)

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
that the amendment be agreed to, the
bill be read the third time and passed,
the motion to reconsider be laid upon
the table, and any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 4353) was agreed
to.

The bill (S. 2789), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

————

FEDERAL COURTS IMPROVEMENT
ACT OF 2000

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
that the Chair lay before the Senate a
message from the House to accompany
S. 2915.

There being no objection, the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. BENNETT) laid before
the Senate the following message from
the House of Representatives:

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S.
2915) entitled ‘““An Act to make improve-
ments in the operation and administration of
the Federal courts, and for other purposes’,
do pass with the following amendments:

Strike section 103, and redesignate the re-
maining sections and table of contents ac-
cordingly.

Page 9, line 22, strike [subsection; or] and
insert: subsection, or

Page 10, line 6, strike [subsection;] and in-
sert: subsection,

Page 10, line 9, strike [judge; or] and in-
sert: judge, or

Page 25, beginning on line 21, strike [‘‘(b)
For purposes of constructingl and all that
follows through [date of retirement.] on
page 26, line 6, and insert:

“(b)(1)(A) For purposes of construing and ap-
plying chapter 89 of title 5, a judge of the
United States Court of Federal Claims who—
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““(i) is retired under subsection (b) of section
178 of this title, and

“(ii) at the time of becoming such a retired
Jjudge—

“(I) was enrolled in a health benefits plan
under chapter 89 of title 5, but

“(II) did not satisfy the requirements of sec-
tion 8905(b)(1) of title 5 (relating to eligibility to
continue enrollment as an annuitant),
shall be deemed to be an annuitant meeting the
requirements of section 8905(b)(1) of title 5, in
accordance with the succeeding provisions of
this paragraph, if the judge gives timely written
notification to the chief judge of the court that
the judge is willing to be called upon to perform
judicial duties under section 178(d) of this title
during the period of continued eligibility for en-
rollment, as described in subparagraph (B)(ii) or
(C)(ii) (whichever applies).

‘“(B) Except as provided in subparagraph
(C)—

‘(i) in order to be eligible for continued en-
rollment wunder this paragraph, mnotification
under subparagraph (A) shall be made before
the first day of the open enrollment period pre-
ceding the calendar year referred to in clause
(ii)(11); and

“(i1) if such notification is timely made, the
retired judge shall be eligible for continued en-
rollment under this paragraph for the period—

“(I) beginning on the date on which eligibility
would otherwise cease, and

“(1I) ending on the last day of the calendar
year next beginning after the end of the open
enrollment period referred to in clause (i).

““(C) For purposes of applying this paragraph
for the first time in the case of any particular
judge—

“(i) subparagraph (B)(i) shall be applied by
substituting ‘the expiration of the term of office
of the judge’ for the matter following ‘before’;
and

“(ii)(1) if the term of office of such judge ex-
pires before the first day of the open enrollment
period referred to in subparagraph (B)(i), the
period of continued eligibility for enrollment
shall be as described in subparagraph (B)(ii);
but

“(I1) if the term of office of such judge expires
on or after the first day of the open enrollment
period referred to in subparagraph (B)(i), the
period of continued -eligibility shall not end
until the last day of the calendar year next be-
ginning after the end of the mext full open en-
rollment period beginning after the date on
which the term expires.

“(2) In the event that a retired judge remains
enrolled under chapter 89 of title 5 for a period
of 5 consecutive years by virtue of paragraph (1)
(taking into account only periods of coverage as
an active judge immediately before retirement
and as a retired judge pursuant to paragraph
(1)), then, effective as of the day following the
last day of that 5-year period—

“(A) the provisions of chapter 89 of title 5
shall be applied as if such judge had satisfied
the requirements of section 8905(b)(1) on the last
day of such period; and

‘““(B) the provisions of paragraph (1) shall
cease to apply.

““(3) For purposes of this subsection, the term
‘open enrollment period’ refers to a period de-
scribed in section 8905(g)(1) of title 5.

Page 26, line 23, strike [6301(2)(xiii)]l and
insert: 6301(2)(B)(xiii)

Page 29, beginning on line 8, strike [(1) in
subparagraph (A),] and all that follows
through [first’’.] on line 24, and insert:

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the matter fol-
lowing clause (ii), by striking ‘‘or October 1,
2002, whichever occurs first,”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (F)—

(A) in clause (i)—

(i) in subclause (I1), by striking ‘“‘or October 1,
2002, whichever occurs first’’; and
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(ii) in the matter following subclause (II)—

(I) by striking “‘October 1, 2003, or’’; and

(II) by striking *‘, whichever occurs first”’;
and

(B) in clause (ii), in the matter following sub-
clause (1I)—

(i) by striking ‘‘October 1, 2003, or’’; and

(ii) by striking *‘, whichever occurs first’’.

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate agree to the amend-
ments of the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, OCTOBER
28, 2000

Mr. HATCH. I ask unanimous consent
that when the Senate completes its
business today, it recess until the hour
of 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, October 29. 1
further ask consent that on Saturday,
immediately following the prayer, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then proceed to a vote
on the continuing resolution, as under
a previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROGRAM

Mr. HATCH. For the information of
all Senators, the Senate will vote on
the continuing resolution at 9:30 a.m.
tomorrow. Further, the Senate will
convene on Sunday at 4 p.m., for those
Senators who want to make state-
ments, and we will vote on another
continuing resolution at 7 p.m.

As a reminder, votes on continuing
resolutions will be necessary each day
prior to adjournment. The appropria-
tions negotiations are ongoing, and it
is hoped that the Senate can adjourn
by early next week.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. HATCH. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
now ask that the Senate stand in re-
cess under the previous order following
the remarks of Senator BYRD, Senator
REID of Nevada, Senator REED of Rhode
Island, and Senator GRAHAM of Florida.

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, do I still have
time on my 30 minutes?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska still has 3 minutes
7 seconds.

Mr. HATCH. I modify my unanimous
consent request to reflect that time.

Mr. KERREY. That will be enough.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator
from Nebraska is recognized.

——
THE BUDGET

Mr. KERREY. Mr. President, con-
tinuing what I was talking about ear-
lier, I would like to point out I am not
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