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thrive and to grow and to make a dif-
ference.

Frankly, that is why we are here in
this Congress. That is why we are here
in this great country of ours. We all
try in some small way to make life bet-
ter, to make our community better and
our Nation better. And I know, just as
the gentleman is willing to stand up
for what he believes, to take the posi-
tions that you did in this Congress, you
will continue to stand up for your be-
liefs, your concerns, your passion and
make a difference in this life.

You are a person with character. You
are a person who really, truly is com-
mitted to making this a better world. I
am delighted to salute you and to
thank you for all you have done, and I
look forward to continuing to work
with you and Kkeeping in touch with
you.

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. FORBES. I yield to the gen-
tleman from North Dakota.

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker,
first of all, I want to express my appre-
ciate for the Speaker’s latitude in al-
lowing us to reflect briefly upon the
service of the gentleman from New
York (Mr. FORBES) here.

As your term comes to a close, let me
just indicate that I, for one, certainly
am going to continue to think about
the example of strength and counsel
that you have shown during your time
here.

I think that the fundamental thing
our constituents expect of us as we
stand and ask for their vote and then
take their trust and come to Congress
to represent their interests is that we
act out of the courage of our convic-
tions and we stand by our beliefs. And
in the course of now four terms, I can-
not recall an example where I have
seen someone exercise the courage of
their convictions in the way you have.
Obviously putting yourself at tremen-
dous political risk and irrespective of
the consequences, you did it because in
your heart you felt it was what you
had to do.

Our constituents can expect no finer
performance of our responsibilities
than how you have exhibited, and your
example is going to be reflected upon
by so many of us for a long time to
come.

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, I ap-
preciate the comments of my col-
leagues.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
EDWARD A. PEASE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Ms. CARSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor one of what I believe to
be one of Indiana’s greatest, and that is
Representative ED PEASE. ED PEASE is
not just a public official, he is an out-
standing public servant.

I have known ED PEASE for many
years. As a matter of fact, I have
known him longer than I have any
other member of the Indiana Congres-
sional delegation. We had the pleasure
of serving with him in the Indiana
State Senate between 1980 and 1990 and
in the House of Representatives here in
Congress since 1996.

Although we hardly ever vote alike,
and certainly do not look alike, and do
not happen to belong to the same polit-
ical party, some people may refer to us
as the odd couple, because we do think
a lot about a lot of things in terms of
values and principles. I wanted to
stand here today and give ED PEASE,
wherever he is, a standing ovation for
outstanding public service.

Members on both sides of the aisle
were saddened to learn of Mr. PEASE’s
retirement that he announced in April
of this year. He has always been a
thoughtful lawmaker. His neighbor-to-
neighbor politics have served Indiana’s
Seventh District extremely well. He
has been a sincere leader in the House,
and will be missed by both sides.

This sincerity was illustrated when
confronted by the press about his re-
tirement, Congressman PEASE replied,
“I ask only that you remember that
you elected me to exercise my best
judgment, and I do so no less in this de-
cision.”

Many, however, still feel that Mr.
PEASE’s tenure in the House was too
short, and it is not hard to understand
why. Mr. PEASE was often called upon
to lead this House as Speaker of the
House pro tempore, and his parliamen-
tary skills and strong reputation for
fairness have proved invaluable in
times of heated debate.

ED PEASE worked tirelessly on mat-
ters affecting his fellow Hoosiers, in-
cluding Indiana’s return of Federal fuel
tax dollars. One of his proudest mo-
ments came when he secured a 92 per-
cent return on the fuel tax dollars for
the State of Indiana.

I will miss Congressman PEASE im-
mensely, and know that this body is
the poorer as a result of his departure.
I realize that there have been
happenstances that have occurred to
him during his membership here which
undoubtedly will deter his interest in
continuing his membership in this au-
gust body, but I am often reminded of
a little phrase that we had to master
when we were building our typing
skills in school, and that was about all
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good men coming to the aid of the
party. Certainly ED PEASE has come
not only to the aid of his party, but he
has come to the aid of the State of In-
diana, and certainly the United States
Congress.

I would close in reminding my distin-
guished colleague, wherever he is at
this moment, that there was a very
wise poet that wrote many years ago,
for every drop of rain that falls, a flow-
er grows; and that somewhere in the
darkest night, a candle glows.

Despite the adverse incidents of Mr.
PEASE’s experience here in Washington,
D.C., as a Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, that rain that has fallen
certainly will provide a flower to grow
for many years to come, and he will
certainly be a light, not only for the
citizens of the State of Indiana, but for
this country as well.

I know that whatever Congressman
PEASE chooses to do next, he will con-
tinue his service to the country with
the same attributes that he displayed
in the House of Representatives.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CARSON. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the special order just given.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

————

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION VERSUS
TAX BREAKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to continue my call for this
Congress to pass real school construc-
tion legislation without further delay.
We have missed opportunity after
missed opportunity, and it is time to
stop playing partisan games and pass a
meaningful bill to address this urgent
priority.

Madam Speaker, as a Congressman
from the Second Congressional District
of North Carolina, I represent an area
of the country that has undergone tre-
mendous growth in recent years. In
communities throughout my county
and my district, our schools are burst-
ing at the seams. The same can be said
for this country. Our local commu-
nities are struggling to provide re-
sources to build new schools and to get
our children out of trailers and to fix
up rundown school buildings.

Throughout my district, students in
overflowing schools are being packed
in trailers that are years old and long
past their use. As an example, in
Franklin County, 55 trailers; in Gran-
ville County, 16; Harnett County, 41;
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Johnston County, 98; Lee County, 40;
Nash-Rocky Mount, 162; Sampson
County/Clinton City schools, 76; Wil-
son, 34; and Wake County, a whooping
530.

That would not be such an astound-
ing number, except for the fact our
State has passed a $1.8 billion bond
issue and each county has borrowed
money and worked as hard as they
could. The problem is, we are the
fourth fastest growing state for stu-
dents in the country. Congress must
act now to help get these children out
of trailers.

For nearly 4 years now I have worked
with my colleagues in this House on
both sides of the political aisle to pro-
vide leadership on this issue and pass a
common sense bill that will help our
local folks deal with this critical prob-
lem.

We have come together in support of
H.R. 4094, the bipartisan Rangel-John-
son bill that has a number of sponsors.
This important bill will provide $25 bil-
lion in school construction bonds for
our local schools to build new schools
for our children and renovate others.

Madam Speaker, the clear majority
of this House is in support of this piece
of legislation. 228 Members, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike have signed
on as cosponsors. The House will pass
this bill, if we can only get a chance to
vote on it. The President has stated
that he will sign this important bill
into law the minute it reaches his
desk.

We have an opportunity to provide
real leadership and pass this measure
that will help further educational
progress for all the children in this
country. But, unfortunately, the Re-
publican leadership of this House has
chosen to choose a path of confronta-
tion and gridlock over the opportunity
for consensus and progress. Rather
than working together to produce a
common sense solution to the need for
school construction, the Republican
leadership brought to this floor yester-
day a bill that contained a sham school
construction measure.

Madam Speaker, the Members of this
House have an obligation, a solemn re-
sponsibility, to work together to craft
common sense solutions to the prob-
lems facing America’s people. But,
rather than meet this responsibility,
Republican leadership has chosen to
pass a sham proposal and a bill they
know would be vetoed.

The Republican tax bill contains
many provisions that I support, but the
sad fact is they chose to include many
good provisions in a fundamentally
flawed bill.

In addition, the leadership yesterday
pushed through an appropriations bill
that provided $687 million in grants to
states to build prisons. Now, I support
the need for prisons in certain areas,
but prisons should not be a higher pri-
ority than our schools for our children.
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What does it say about our values that
we can pass millions of dollars in pris-
on aid, yet leave our children in over-
crowded schools, trapped in rundown
facilities and stuck in trailers? Prisons
ought not to be nicer than our schools.
In conclusion, remain an optimist.
We still have time to pass a school con-
struction bill before we adjourn this
Congress, and I urge the Republican
leadership to allow us to do so.
——

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE ED-
WARD A. PEASE AND THE HON-
ORABLE DAVID M. McINTOSH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, we are going to be losing two
of our Congressmen from Indiana, and
they are both very fine Congressmen.
One of them is ED PEASE, whom all of
us have seen in the Chair many, many
times over the past couple of years. He
has done a great job as the Speaker pro
tempore on many occasions.

ED was first elected to the Congress
just 4 years ago, and we hate to see
him leave so quickly after being here
such a short time. I had the pleasure of
serving with him in the Indiana State
Senate back in the early eighties, and
everybody there thought he was an ex-
traordinary Senator, as well as my col-
leagues here in the House feel today
that he is an extraordinary Congress-
man.

ED was born in Terre Haute, Indiana.
He was an outstanding student. He
graduated from Indiana University in
1973 with a Bachelor of Arts degree
with distinction. He graduated from In-
diana Law School, magna cum laude in
1977. Of course, he went on to be in-
volved in civic activities as well as pol-
itics.

He served, as I said, in the Indiana
State Senate from 1980 through 1992,
and he was chairman of the Senate
Committee on the Judiciary and chair-
man of the Indiana Commission on
Trial Courts and chairman of the Indi-
ana Code Revision Commission.

In the private sector, he served as a
City Attorney for the city of Brazil,
and as General Counsel for the Indiana
State University. He has also been in a
partner in the law firm of Thomas,
Thomas & Pease. In 1993, ED became
the Vice President for University Ad-
vancement at Indiana State Univer-
sity, and he was very highly regarded.
He is one of those people over there
they would like to have considered
down the road, and maybe imme-
diately, as president of Indiana State
University.

ED PEASE is one of the finest men I
have known. He has been a great Con-
gressman, a great leader in this body.
We will miss you a lot, ED. I hope you
have a great deal of success in the fu-
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ture, and you come back and visit your
colleagues in the Congress often.

I would also like to say our candidate
for Governor in Indiana right now is
Congressman MCINTOSH. DAVID
MCcINTOSH has been here since 1994. He
has been an outstanding Congressman.
He served as one of my subcommittee
chairmen on the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform. He has done an exem-
plary job as well there. He is another
person we are going to miss a great
deal.

DAVID, before he became a Congress-
man, worked with the vice president at
the White House in the Executive Of-
fice Building down there on the Council
on Competitiveness. He was the Execu-
tive Director there. He did an out-
standing job for the Vice President
Quayle, and we felt when he came to
Congress were going to have him with
us for a long time and he would be a
real asset to us. He has been, but, un-
fortunately, he decided he wanted to
become the chief executive of Indiana.
We all wish him well in the campaign,
and we will know in another week or so
whether or not he has been successful.

In any event, we certainly wish him
the best in the future, whether or not
he becomes the Governor of Indiana,
and we also hope, DAVID, you will come
back and visit us often, because you
have been an outstanding Congressman
and a very good friend.
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SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO THE
HONORABLE WILLIAM CLAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from Florida
(Mrs. MEEK) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I have a very privileged op-
portunity today, and it is one in which
I feel that is at an especially honorable
time.

Madam Speaker, I rise to pay a spe-
cial tribute to the gentleman from Mis-
souri, our friend, our colleague, Con-
gressman BILL CLAY. There are not
many people around like BILL CLAY. He
is a unique person. He is a scholar, a
mentor, a founder, and an inspirational
leader, a fighter, and a fierce person for
equity and civil rights for all.

BiLL, CLAY is announcing his retire-
ment in this body after the close of the
106th Congress. BILL CLAY is honored,
Madam Speaker, to take his place
among the great leaders of this Nation
who have successfully and coura-
geously walked the halls of power in
Congress.

BiLL CLAY has been an unwavering
advocate for civil rights. We are going
to miss him, Madam Speaker. He has
walked in such a way that we are
standing on his shoulders, those of us
who are here today, even when it was
not popular to do so.
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