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haunted Belarus throughout the last six years 
of Alexander Lukashenka’s rule. 

The Helsinki Commission, which I chair, has 
monitored and chronicles developments in 
Belarus, holding hearings which have included 
Belarusian democratic opposition leaders and 
leaders of the 13th Supreme Soviet, the legiti-
mate parliament which Lukashenka disbanded 
in 1996. In July, I led the US delegation to the 
OSCE Parliamentary Assembly meeting in Bu-
charest where the deteriorating situation in 
Belarus was high on our agenda. Importantly, 
this resolution includes language reaffirming 
Congress’ recognition of the 13th Supreme 
Soviet as the sole democratically elected and 
constitutionally legitimate legislative body in 
Belarus, which is also important, especially as 
the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly continues 
to recognize that to seat the 13th Supreme 
Soviet as well. In the last few years, I have 
made numerous direct and indirect interces-
sions, including through various OSCE institu-
tions, to draw attention to the deplorable situa-
tion in Belarus and to encourage the establish-
ment of democracy in Belarus and I assure 
you that the Helsinki Commission will continue 
its efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be an original 
cosponsor of this resolution, and am eager for 
the House to go on record in support of the 
restoration of democracy in Belarus. I am es-
pecially pleased that the resolution urges the 
Lukashenka regime to provide a full account-
ing of the disappearances of several promi-
nent opposition members and urges the re-
lease of those imprisoned in Belarus for their 
political views. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues to keep the spotlight on 
Belarus and to encourage the Belarusian gov-
ernment to comply with its freely undertaken 
OSCE and other international commitments. 
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
it has been my distinct honor over the years 
to take note of the extraordinary valuable work 
done by Rofeh International, in conjunction 
with the New England Chassidic Center led by 
Grand Rabbi Levi Horowitz. Grand Rabbi 
Horowitz, the Bostoner Rebbe as he is known, 
is a very distinguished scholar in the field of 
medical ethics, in addition to his eminence as 
a scholar of Judaism. Rofeh facilitates making 
the superb medical treatment that is available 
in Boston to people from all over the world, 
and if it were not for Rofeh, a large number of 
people who have benefitted from this medical 
treatment would not have been able to do so. 

As part of their effort, Rofeh and the New 
England Chassidic Center have an annual din-
ner, at which they honor people who have 
been particularly distinguished in their service 
to this wonderful cause. This year Rofeh will 
honor two men. Arnold Zaltas and Tatsuo 
Hirose. 

Dr. Hirose was born in Japan, and grad-
uated from Kanazawa University School of 

Medicine there in 1961. His initial visit to the 
United States was 1965 when he was award-
ed with the Fulbright Fellowship, which al-
lowed him to study clinical electrophysiology in 
vision at the Department of Ophthalmology, 
Cornell Medical School in New York. This hap-
pened when he was in the third year in the 
Postdoctoral School in Medicine in Kanazawa 
University. After spending three years in Cor-
nell, he went back to Kanazawa and finished 
Postdoctoral School in Ophthalmology at 
Kanazawa University where he was awarded 
Doctor of Medical Science in 1969. He came 
to the Schepens Retina Associates, Retina 
Foundation (now called Schepens Eye Re-
search Institute) and Massachusetts Eye and 
Ear Infirmary for training and studying the sur-
gery of the retina in the spring of 1969. He be-
came a member of Schepens Retina Associ-
ates in 1973 at the same time he continued 
conducting research in studying functions of 
the retina at the Schepens Eye Institute, Har-
vard Medical School. He has been specializing 
in difficult complex retinal detachments, such 
as surgical failures in adults and children. He 
is particularly interested in infant and chil-
dren’s retinal detachment particularly in pre-
mature born babies. He published more than 
140 papers in scientific medical journals, edit-
ed two books, including the most recent one: 
Schepens Retinal detachment and allied dis-
eases. He contributed 23 book chapters. He 
received a Research to Prevent Blindness 
award, honor award of American Academy of 
Opthalmology, Senior Honor Award of Amer-
ican Academy of Ophthalmology, The Paul 
Kayser International Award of Merit in Retina 
Research. He has been selected in the Best 
Doctors in America 1996–1997, and Boston’s 
Best Doctors in Boston Magazine, 1999. At 
present, he is a Clinical professor in ophthal-
mology, Harvard Medical School, senior Clin-
ical Scientist as Schepens Eye Research Insti-
tutes, and Surgeon at the Massachusetts Eye 
and Ear Infirmary. 

Arnold I. Zaltas is a partner in the Natick 
firm of Zaltas, Medoff & Raider, where he con-
centrates in estate planning, real estate and 
banking law. 

He is a Trustee and General Counsel to the 
Middlesex Savings Bank, and serves as a Di-
rector of the Natick Visiting Nurse Association. 
He has served as Trustee of the Leonard 
Morse Hospital. Mr. Zaltas is a graduate of the 
Boston University School of Law, is past 
President of the Boston University Law School 
Alumni Association, and a recipient of the 
School of Law’s Silver Shingle Award in rec-
ognition of outstanding service to the School. 
He is a Trustee of Temple Israel of Natick, 
where he was the recipient of the Maurice 
Geshelin Humanitarian Award. 

Arnold is a long-time resident of Natick, 
where he resides with his wife, Brenda. They 
have three children: A. David Zaltas, an attor-
ney, Mandi M. Kunen, an ophthalmologist, 
Marjorie Rubin, an attorney, and three grand-
children. 

Arnold Zaltas and Tatsuo Hirose deserve 
hearty congratulations for the excellent work 
they do. Being recognized by Project Rofeh is 
a great honor, and I am pleased to take this 
opportunity to salute the work of this important 
organization of these two men. 
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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, family and 
friends recently said their final goodbyes to 
101-year-old Paul T. Veluzat, one of the last 
of the American cowboys. He leaves behind a 
great legacy. 

Paul’s travels as a cowboy and a shrewd 
businessman began on Dec. 6, 1898, when he 
was born in Summershade, KY. At age 17 he 
went to work in a shipyard, then made his way 
to Texas where he joined the Texas Rangers. 
Paul was one of the first people to board the 
German submarine that sank the Lusitania, an 
event that precipitated the United States’ entry 
into World War I. 

Paul’s love of horses led him back and forth 
to Mexico, where he rode with the revolu-
tionary, Francisco ‘‘Pancho’’ Villa. He eventu-
ally came to California where he worked as a 
bodyguard to industrialist J. Paul Getty and 
evangelist Aimee Semple MacPherson. He be-
came a devout Christian—something his fam-
ily and friends said was one of the most im-
portant aspects of his life. He purchased real 
estate throughout the Los Angeles area, in-
cluding a ranch he called the ‘‘Diamond B’’ in 
Saugus where he ran cattle, and raised race-
horses. 

Paul’s passion for horses was as strong as 
his passion for filmmaking. The Veluzat family 
owns Melody Ranch, home to over 750 ‘‘B’’ 
western movies as well as other notable films 
and television shows such as the beloved 
Gunsmoke. ‘‘Last Man Standing’’ starring 
Bruce Willis was recently filmed there. 

Paul was very successful. He and his first 
wife, Opal, were simple and down to earth, 
they were astute in business and had unques-
tionable integrity. Paul’s word was his bond. 
Ninety percent of his business was conducted 
by a handshake or over the phone. Paul’s true 
success was measured by his deep spirituality 
and the love and respect he gained from his 
family and his many friends. He will be re-
membered as a generous man who was liked 
by all. 

Paul Veluzat is survived by Rosa, his wife of 
14 years, his sons, Rene, Andre and Renaud, 
four grandchildren, Shantel Hudson, Daniel, 
Paul and Marcel Veluzat, three great-grand-
children and many, many friends. 
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Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to commend to my colleagues the fol-
lowing letter and testimony sent by His Royal 
Highness Prince Sayavong to Philip Smith, of 
the Center for Public Policy Analysis, for the 
U.S. Congressional Forum on Laos that was 
held on September 7, 2000. My foreign policy 
advisor, Mr. Al Santoli, was one of the keynote 
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