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Depression, World War II, all the fears of the 
Cold War. But he also said that generation 
could not solve every problem, and one of the 
problems handed down was the polarization 
over race. 

‘‘We’ll never solve anything,’’ McGuire 
said, ‘‘unless we take it on.’’ His wife felt the 
same way. They stayed in Syracuse. 

A couple of years ago, McGuire returned to 
his hotel room at a business meeting. He 
kept trying to push his room key into the 
lock, upside down. His close friend, Harry 
Schultz, knew something was wrong. He got 
McGuire to a nurse, who examined him and 
then rushed him to a hospital. Brain tumor. 
They did surgery, but the tumor eventually 
came back. 

McGuire, in the past few months, often 
took long walks. I saw him walking on a 
June morning with his son Aiden just after I 
returned from a conference in Washington. I 
think McGuire also had his toddler grandson 
with him, but maybe that is how I want to 
remember it. 

I had visited the Wall, the Vietnam Memo-
rial, for the first time. By coincidence, I had 
been there on Father’s Day. As always hap-
pens on that day, there was a gathering for 
grown children of the soldiers whose names 
are on the wall. They brought sponges and 
buckets of water. They scrubbed their fa-
thers’ names to a shine. 

I told McGuire the story. He started weep-
ing, shoulders heaving, in the middle of the 
road. He said sonething—his voice cracking— 
about men who died for nothing. 

That burden’s gone. He’s with them now. 
He spent his life shining the wall. 
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, today I 
introduce the U.S.-Singapore Free Trade 
Agreement Act of 2000. It is a critical and 
timely piece of legislation. 

Positioned strategically amid vital shipping 
lanes, Singapore is one of the United States’ 
closest, most strategically important friends in 
Southeast Asia. Singapore is the tenth largest 
export market for the United States. Literally 
thousands of Americans depend on exports to 
Singapore for their jobs. The U.S. is also the 
number one foreign investor in Singapore— 
with a total of $25 billion in 1999. There are 
more than 1,300 U.S. businesses with offices 
in Singapore and more than 13,000 U.S. citi-
zens living in the multi-ethnic island nation. 

Singapore has established itself as the busi-
ness hub for Southeast Asia and it is quickly 
becoming a hub for much of the rest of Asia. 

Not just in business, but also on vital na-
tional security issues, Singapore offers us a 
perspective on the region informed by kinship 
with its neighbors and its own history of devel-
opment. It is a reliable source of stability in a 
region of the world undergoing generally posi-
tive, but sometimes wrenching political, eco-
nomic, and societal change. The U.S. Western 
Pacific Logistics Command is based in Singa-
pore, and Singapore and the U.S. conduct 
both joint air and joint naval exercises. Most 

recently, Singapore has undertaken to build a 
deep-water pier and naval base, entirely at 
their own expense, and offered its services to 
U.S. aircraft carriers. 

Singapore’s trading regime in goods and 
services is the freest in Asia. The environment 
for foreign investment is inviting and the gov-
ernment is a helpful hand for Americans look-
ing to make investments. Having said that, 
however, there are sectors where American 
companies are eager to compete. I am hope-
ful that a U.S.-Singapore trade agreement can 
both recognize the very free trade and invest-
ments relationship that exists and at the same 
time provide even greater opportunities for 
American business. 

A free trade agreement with Singapore is 
important for the international free trade agen-
da as well. The United States must continue 
to work to bring down barriers to trade 
throughout the world. Free traders in Con-
gress have had some key victories this year 
with the Africa Free Trade Bill, the Caribbean 
Basin Initiative and PNTR for China. We all 
celebrated those victories, as well we should. 
However, an anti-trade element still exists in 
Congress that seeks to turn the political tide 
against free trade. It will take constant vigi-
lance to build and sustain an active free trade 
constituency. It is my hope that progress on a 
Singapore agreement will lead to bi-lateral and 
multilateral agreements with other Pacific Rim 
countries that share our interest in opening 
markets. 

A U.S.-Singapore Free Trade Agreement 
serves several key U.S. national interest. It 
supports U.S. jobs. It supports U.S. worldwide 
investment. It solidifies a vital trans-Pacific 
U.S. relationship. It will serve as a model for 
free trade agreements throughout the Pacific- 
Rim, and encourage the opening of consulta-
tions to this end. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in cospon-
soring the U.S. Singapore Free Trade Act of 
2000 and I urge its passage into law. 
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Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my good fried, JOHN KASICH. 

Mr. Speaker, when I was first elected to 
Congress in 1995, I joined an amazing group 
of men an women who made up the Ohio del-
egation. We had JOHN BOEHNER and DEBORAH 
PRYCE in Leadership; RALPH REGULA and 
DAVE HOBSON on Appropriations; MIKE OXLEY 
in Commerce; ROB PORTMAN on Ways and 
Means; the venerable Lou Stokes as Dean of 
our delegation; the very capable TONY HALL, 
PAUL GILLMOR, MARCY KAPTUR, SHERROD 
BROWN, JIM TRAFICANT and TOM SAWYER and, 
or course, JOHN KASICH as Budget Committee 
chairman. 

I think all of us—no matter what our party 
affiliation—have come to truly respect JOHN 
KASICH for his Herculean effort to pass gen-
uine welfare reform, and to reach a balanced 

budget agreement for the first time in a gen-
eration. I remember when I first came here I 
was a bit taken back by JOHN’s intensity. He 
had such genuine enthusiasm for Congress, 
and it was a bit out of the ordinary. JOHN 
kinda reminds me of that Will Farrell character 
on ‘‘Saturday Night Live’’—the Spartan cheer-
leader—just bouncing off the walls with team 
spirit. 

There is something inherently appealing 
about JOHN KASICH’s tenacity and enthusiasm, 
his Midwestern sensibility, and his irrepress-
ible zest for life. People trust him, respect him, 
and they know they’re getting the real thing. 
It’s been said that all you really need to know 
about JOHN KASICH is that even his ex-wife’s 
mother votes for him. We should all be so 
popular. 

JOHN leaves an important legacy in the 
House: He proved that you can work in a bi-
partisan fashion, maintain friendships on both 
sides of the aisle, retain the respect of your 
peers, and still achieve very big things. The 
House needs more folks like JOHN KASICH who 
care so passionately, and refuse to give up. 

JOHN KASICH stood his ground and truly 
changed the way Washington operates. I 
came here at a time when we spent recklessly 
and never gave much thought to the future, 
and now we’ve ushered in a new era of mak-
ing government live within its means. Our chil-
dren are going to inherit a federal government 
that is more fiscally responsible and more re-
sponsive, and no small thanks is due to JOHN 
KASICH. 

I’m proud to have served with him, and for 
the opportunity to have had the last six years 
to witness him up close. I will miss his loud 
ties, his manic energy, how he often seemed 
less than serious but was always taken seri-
ously, and how—despite being a Republican— 
he always got to hang around with cool peo-
ple, like Bono (Bah-no) from U2. 

I also will miss hearing JOHN speak on the 
House floor. He always commanded attention. 
In fact, I’ve always thought that when JOHN 
KASICH took to the floor to speak about any-
thing, he was sort of like road kill—you just 
couldn’t look away. Folks are drawn to his 
plain but spirited manner and his refreshing 
candor. 

Mr. Speaker, most state delegations could 
never fill the oratory void left after the depar-
ture of a JOHN KASICH. Of course Ohio is a lit-
tle different from most states. We’ve been 
blessed with an abundance of fine orators who 
command the public’s attention. I just hope 
that in the 107th Congress my good friend, JIM 
TRAFICANT, will step up to the plate and shed 
that terrible shyness he has around the C– 
SPAN cameras. 

JOHN KASICH, I thank you for your service to 
our country, to our fine state of Ohio, and for 
your years of friendship and guidance. Ohio is 
losing a great legislator, but I know our state 
and country have not heard the last of you. 
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