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case of a national or an international
crisis. Never will we have to be held
hostage to the attitudes or the polit-
ical concerns of a small group of Arab
nations known as OPEC.

That was 1975 when we were 36-per-
cent dependent. So we established SPR
and we put hundreds of millions of bar-
rels of oil in a salt dome down in Lou-
isiana as a special reserve to be used in
an international or national emergency
where supply would be disrupted.

Today, we are b8-percent dependent
on foreign oil, not 36-percent depend-
ent.

I have run my 10 minutes and there
are others here to speak. I ask unani-
mous consent to continue for 5 more
minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CRAIG. We have not heard this
administration in any way talk about
the need to change things very much.
Why is that the case? Why are we now
at the threshold I have described?

The large reason is that for the last
8 years, during a time when this de-
pendency on foreign oil has sky-
rocketed, we have had no energy policy
coming from the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration. In fact, in almost every in-
stance, they have, by rule and regula-
tion or by process slowed down produc-
tion in our fundamental sources of en-
ergy, be it domestic crude production,
down 14 percent over the last decade;
be it any exploration because of new
environmental regulations; the inabil-
ity to get out on the land and explore,
even though our oil companies have
the highest environmental standards to
protect the land and to protect the en-
vironment around any new discoveries
and developments.

Out in my State of Idaho and in the
Pacific Northwest, this administration
is talking about taking down four very
large hydrodams. They believe that by
doing so and turning the Snake and the
Columbia Rivers back to a more nat-
ural flow, they could actually improve
fisheries. Somebody says: It is only 5
percent of the supply.

Well, 5 percent of the supply of that
region from those four dams generates
enough electricity for the entire city of
Seattle, WA—again, another attitude
as to why we are not producing this
and solving this problem but simply
getting more deeply into this problem.

Well, there are a lot of other reasons,
and my time is short. But as a result of
all of those problems and no solution
coming from the administration—well,
they did have one solution. They sent
Bill Richardson, the Secretary of En-
ergy, to the Middle East, and he had in
his briefcase a tin cup. He got it out
and he held out his tin cup and he said
to the Arab Emirate oil nations: Please
fill up my cup; please turn your valves
on. You see, we have no energy policy.
You are our supplier. We are victim to
your political and economic whims.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

That has been the energy policy of
the Clinton administration. That is the
only real thing they have attempted to
do, other than the politically charged
action to open the SPR and bring
about 30 million barrels of oil out of
there to somehow change the price and
the supply. Of course, we have held sev-
eral hearings on that and, no, that
hasn’t happened. But this year, I, Sen-
ators and FRANK MURKOWSKI, TRENT
LoTT, and many others introduced the
National Energy Security Act of 2000,
S. 2575. We brought it to the floor. It is
a major, new effort to bring our de-
pendency on foreign oil at or below 50
percent, to encourage and maximize
utilization of alternative fuels and re-
newable energy and increased domestic
supply of not only oil but gas produc-
tion, because natural gas has better
than doubled in price in less than a
year.

Yet this administration sits happily
by, as if nothing were occurring, know-
ing very clearly, but not wanting to
talk very loudly in this political sea-
son, that their energy policy will drive
costs to the consuming public to a
higher rate than ever in the history of
our country. Their only real good argu-
ment is that they did it all in the name
of the environment.

In closing, let me talk about the en-
vironment we are about to experience.
It is going to be a cold environment
this winter. That is a normal environ-
ment then. When elderly people and
poor people have to make choices this
winter between food and medicine and
heat, that is not a very good environ-
ment. We will do all we can here to
supply them with alternative resources
to hold down their heating bills, but
there is one remaining fundamental
fact about why they must make those
choices in this environment. We have
lived for 8 years without an energy pol-
icy coming from this administration,
except one—the tin cup in the hand of
Bill Richardson—and a policy that
somehow the production of hydro-
carbons in our country was environ-
mentally damaging. I think most of us
know that is no longer true today.

So I thought as I awoke this morning
and felt the cool in the air and turned
up the thermostat on the wall, while 1
may be able to afford my heating bill
this winter, I know a good many people
won’t be able to afford theirs. That is a
tragedy in this country that should not
have to happen—a country that has al-
ways been so wise to allow the market-
place to provide one of the great abun-
dances that we have always had that
has set our Nation apart from all oth-
ers, in our ability to produce and suc-
ceed, and that was an abundant supply
of energy.

In 8 short years, that abundant sup-
ply has dwindled to a point where we
really have no surpluses at all today.
The average demand for growth in en-
ergy goes up 1.4 percent in our country

October 29, 2000

on an annualized basis, and we have
only increased production by 0.4 per-
cent in the last 8 years—in all seg-
ments of energy. That tells you one
thing very clearly. Somebody has
failed along the way, and I must tell
you, serving on the Energy Committee
and studying and examining this issue
very thoroughly over the last several
years, I know who has failed. It is the
Clinton-Gore administration. They
failed to recognize the reality of the
marketplace, the reality of the world
production supply, and disallowing us
from producing our way out of it.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada is recognized.

——

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have the
greatest respect for my friend from
Idaho. We served together in the
House, and we have worked together
many years on public resources issues
dealing with the West. I don’t mean to
be disagreeable, but on this issue we
simply disagree. I am going to take a
couple of minutes because I have told
the Senators from Ohio and Iowa they
can speak next.

The oil problem started in the Repub-
lican administration; it certainly
wasn’t the fault of the Republican ad-
ministration. There was an embargo by
the OPEC nations. Following that,
there was an bipartisan effort to
change things. There were incentives
to develop oil shale, do alternative en-
ergy with wind and solar and geo-
thermal. But with the oil glut that
came about, all of that was taken
away. Some of the research involving
alternative energy was simply not re-
newed by Congress. That is too bad.

During the years of the Clinton-Gore
administration, they have tried very
hard every year that I have served on
committees and subcommittees with
jurisdiction to deal with energy mat-
ters. They have tried every year—espe-
cially in the appropriations process—to
get more money for development of al-
ternative energy sources. They have
been stymied every time.

We should also understand that if we
could reduce the consumption of fuel in
America—for example, if we had more
fuel-efficient cars and if we had auto-
mobiles that were 3 miles per gallon
more efficient, we would save a million
barrels of oil a day.

There are things we need to do here.
We need to join in a bipartisan effort,
not a finger-pointing effort, to develop
energy policy in this country. None of
us wants to be dependent on foreign
oil. In fact, with the oil being so cheap,
there was no incentive for us to do it.
Congress failed, and it wasn’t simply
that we didn’t meet what the adminis-
tration wanted. Certainly, this legisla-
tion has been suggested by my friend
from Idaho, has as its centerpiece o0il
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