October 29, 2000

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 4577, DE-
PARTMENT OF LABOR, HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES, EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 7(c) of House rule XXII, I hereby
announce my intention to offer a mo-
tion to instruct conferees on H.R. 4577,
a bill making appropriations for fiscal
year 2001 for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. HOLT moves that the managers on the
part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
bill, H.R. 4577, be instructed to insist on dis-
agreeing with provisions in the Senate
amendment which denies the President’s re-
quest for dedicated resources for local school
construction and, instead, broadly expands
the Title VI Education Block Grant with
limited accountability in the use of funds.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT OF INTENTION TO
OFFER MOTION TO INSTRUCT
CONFEREES ON H.R. 4577, DE-
PARTMENT OF LABOR, HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES, EDU-
CATION, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 7(c) of House rule XXII, I hereby
notify the House of my intention to-
morrow to offer the following motion
to instruct conferees on H.R. 4577, a
bill making appropriations for fiscal
year 2001 for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Edu-
cation.

The form of the motion is as follows:

Mr. WU moves that the managers on the
part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
bill, H.R. 4577, be instructed to insist on dis-
agreeing with provisions in the Senate
amendment which denies the President’s re-
quest for dedicated resources to reduce class
size in the early grades and instead, broadly
expands the Title VI Education Block Grant
with limited accountability in the use of
funds.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks, and that I may include tabular
and extraneous material, on H.J. Res.
119.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

——
FURTHER CONTINUING APPRO-

PRIATIONS FOR FISCAL YEAR

2001

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to the provisions of House
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Resolution 646, I call up the joint reso-
lution (H.J. Res. 119) making further
continuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2001, and for other purposes, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the joint
resolution.

The text of House Joint Resolution
119 is as follows:

H.J. REs. 119

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Public Law 106-275,
is further amended by striking the date spec-
ified in section 106(c) and inserting ‘‘October
30, 2000,

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 646, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG) and
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair will recognize the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this is another one of
those one-day CRs. We find ourselves
here in the House Chamber on Sunday
night because the President of the
United States refuses to sign a con-
tinuing resolution Ilonger than 24
hours. This resolution is to provide for
one more day of continuing govern-
ment funding until tomorrow night.

I would report briefly that the nego-
tiations are ongoing this afternoon, ne-
gotiations with both parties and both
Houses of the Congress. We will be
meeting with the representatives of the
White House later tonight. We would
make every effort possible to conclude
those negotiations sometime before to-
morrow morning and hopefully be able
to write this final bill and to file it in
the House sometime tomorrow night
and possibly have it on the floor Tues-
day. That is why we are here tonight,
Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, while I am told the
Packers lost, my only consolation is I
guess the Vikings did too.

Mr. Speaker, we are now faced with
the need to pass the eighth continuing
resolution, I believe, of the year. Well,
let me back up and just make an obser-
vation.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
YOUNG) said we are here tonight be-
cause the President refused to sign any
continuing resolution longer than 1
day. Let me respectfully disagree with
that statement. We are here because
the House worked all year, diligently,
and passed all 13 appropriation bills.

The problem is that those bills had
no attachment to reality. Those bills
were fashioned, as they were, in order

25433

to allow the majority to continue its
pretense that the surpluses would be
large enough that we could provide
very large tax cuts and still balance
the budget and pay down the debt and
provide all of the funding that the Con-
gress intended to provide for its discre-
tionary programs. The Congress, in the
month of October, at least the House
itself, did not finish action on a single
appropriation bill, and now we are
faced with the necessity to do a year’s
worth of work in 1 month’s time.

The reason the President indicated
he would not sign continuing resolu-
tions longer than 1 day is because vir-
tually no progress was made for the
first month after he had signed a series
of longer continuing resolutions, and
he felt that it was necessary to try to
bring things to a head so that this body
would in fact get its work done. Article
I of the Constitution gives us the re-
quirement to get our work done on
basic things like the budget. The Con-
gress has not done so. There are a num-
ber of bills that still have not yet gone
to the President’s desk.

So now we not only are dragging in
terms of schedule, but because a whole
range of other issues were not dealt
with by this House and by the author-
izing committees, we now have 313 sep-
arate authorization items which we are
being asked to include in this bill by
various persons within this institution.
We are supposed to go through all of
those items between 6:30 tonight and 10
o’clock tonight.

I am going to let somebody else say
with a straight face that they will
know what they are doing in dealing
with all of those bills. I am one of the
four that is supposed to deal with
them, and I certainly do not know
what all of them are.

The good Senator can tell me to stop
speaking if he wants, but he is a guest
in this House. Let me simply say that
I am not going to stop speaking until I
have finished my statement.

I would simply ask Members to rec-
ognize that this is not a responsible
way to run a railroad. I hope it never
happens again, and I would hope that
tonight, as we enter that room, that we
have a flexible response from the Re-
publican leadership to the White House
offer yesterday to end this impasse.

The White House has laid out a fairly
straightforward proposition for ending
the divisions, at least on the major bill
that divides us, the Labor-Health-Edu-
cation bill. I would hope that we would
have flexibility on the part of both
sides as we are in those negotiations.

Mr. Speaker, let me simply say I re-
gret as much as anyone the fact that
Members have to be kept here, but had
we had a series of honest appropriation
bills and sensible orders from the
House leadership to begin with over the
first 8 months of this year, all of this
chaos would not be necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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