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So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
I was unavoidably detained during rollcall vote 
No. 574. Had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Additionally, I was unavoidably detained 
during rollcall vote No. 575. Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘yea’’. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 574 and 575 I 
missed votes due to an airline delay. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on 
both. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

(Mr. HINCHEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, as a re-
sult of travel difficulties, on rollcall 
No. 574 and rollcall No. 575, I was un-

avoidably detained en route to the Cap-
itol. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES 
ON H.R. 4577, DEPARTMENTS OF 
LABOR, HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES, AND EDUCATION, AND 
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2001 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
offer a motion to instruct. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THORNBERRY). The Clerk will report the 
motion. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mr. PALLONE moves that the managers on 

the part of the House at the conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 4577 
be instructed, in resolving the differences be-
tween the two Houses on the funding level 
for program management in carrying out ti-
tles XI, XVIII, XIX, and XXI of the Social 
Security Act, to choose a level that reflects 
a requirement on Medicare+Choice organiza-
tions to offer Medicare+Choice plans under 
part C of such title XVIII for a minimum 
contract period of three years, and to main-
tain the benefits specified under the contract 
for the three years. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the rule, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. PALLONE) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. THOMAS) each will 
be recognized for 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE). 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself 5 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, the motion I am offer-
ing is an amendment to inject some 
needed accountability into the 
Medicare+Choice program. It instructs 
the conferees to support language that 
would require HMOs participating in 
the Medicare+Choice program to stay 
in their given markets for 3 years. In 
addition, it instructs the conferees to 
support language that requires HMOs 
to provide all the benefits they prom-
ised to beneficiaries when they en-
rolled in Medicare HMOs. 

Last week, the Republican leadership 
passed a Medicare refinement bill that 
is really nothing more than a special 
interest giveaway to the managed care 
industry. Over 40 percent of the money 
in this bill is given to the managed 
care industry, and it is given to the in-
dustry with virtually no strings at-
tached. 

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing in this 
bill that passed last Thursday that 
guarantees any stability for seniors or 
that the plans will stay in a given area. 
The only thing that is guaranteed is 
that the managed care industry will be 
granted a massive government wind-
fall. I suppose it is a reward of sorts for 
the managed care industry from the 
Republican leadership for their effec-
tive campaign to prevent the patients’ 
bill of rights from reaching the Presi-
dent’s desk. 
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