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the delivery of child welfare services. 
However, despite court control, fiscal 
and management problems persist in 
the agency, necessitating a return of 
the agency to the control of the Dis-
trict government. The recent consent 
order returning the agency to the Dis-
trict requires the city to pass legisla-
tion that restructures its processes for 
delivery of child welfare services. H.R. 
5537 will ensure that the District’s leg-
islation will take effect upon passage 
without any congressional delay. 

H.R. 5537 has the support of the city’s 
elected representation to this Con-
gress, the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), and 
the District of Columbia government. I 
urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I urge adoption of this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BARRETT of Nebraska). The question is 
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) that 
the House suspend the rules and pass 
the bill, H.R. 5537. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JAMESTOWN 400TH COMMEMORA-
TION COMMISSION ACT OF 2000 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 4907) to establish the 
Jamestown 400th Commemoration 
Commission, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4907 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Jamestown 
400th Commemoration Commission Act of 
2000’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the founding of the colony at James-

town, Virginia in 1607, the first permanent 
English colony in the New World, and the 
capital of Virginia for 92 years, has major 
significance in the history of the United 
States; 

(2) the settlement brought people from 
throughout the Atlantic Basin together to 
form a multicultural society, including 
English, other Europeans, Native Americans, 
and Africans; 

(3) the economic, political, religious, and 
social institutions that developed during the 
first 9 decades of the existence of Jamestown 
continue to have profound effects on the 
United States, particularly in English com-
mon law and language, cross cultural rela-
tionships, and economic structure and sta-
tus; 

(4) the National Park Service, the Associa-
tion for the Preservation of Virginia Antiq-
uities, and the Jamestown-Yorktown Foun-
dation of the Commonwealth of Virginia col-
lectively own and operate significant re-
sources related to the early history of 
Jamestown; and 

(5) in 1996— 
(A) the Commonwealth of Virginia des-

ignated the Jamestown-Yorktown Founda-
tion as the State agency responsible for 
planning and implementing the Common-
wealth’s portion of the commemoration of 
the 400th anniversary of the founding of the 
Jamestown settlement; 

(B) the Foundation created the Celebration 
2007 Steering Committee, known as the 
Jamestown 2007 Steering Committee; and 

(C) planning for the commemoration 
began. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to 
establish the Jamestown 400th Commemora-
tion Commission to— 

(1) ensure a suitable national observance of 
the Jamestown 2007 anniversary by comple-
menting the programs and activities of the 
State of Virginia; 

(2) cooperate with and assist the programs 
and activities of the State in observance of 
the Jamestown 2007 anniversary; 

(3) assist in ensuring that Jamestown 2007 
observances provide an excellent visitor ex-
perience and beneficial interaction between 
visitors and the natural and cultural re-
sources of the Jamestown sites; 

(4) assist in ensuring that the Jamestown 
2007 observances are inclusive and appro-
priately recognize the experiences of all peo-
ple present in 17th century Jamestown; 

(5) provide assistance to the development 
of Jamestown-related programs and activi-
ties; 

(6) facilitate international involvement in 
the Jamestown 2007 observances; 

(7) support and facilitate marketing efforts 
for a commemorative coin, stamp, and re-
lated activities for the Jamestown 2007 ob-
servances; and 

(8) assist in the appropriate development of 
heritage tourism and economic benefits to 
the United States. 
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COMMEMORATION.—The term ‘‘com-

memoration’’ means the commemoration of 
the 400th anniversary of the founding of the 
Jamestown settlement. 

(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Jamestown 400th Commemoration 
Commission established by section 4(a). 

(3) GOVERNOR.—The term ‘‘Governor’’ 
means the Governor of the State. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(5) STATE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘State’’ means 

the State of Virginia. 
(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘State’’ in-

cludes agencies and entities of the State. 
SEC. 4. JAMESTOWN 400TH COMMEMORATION 

COMMISSION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established a 

commission to be known as the ‘‘Jamestown 
400th Commemoration Commission’’. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall be 

composed of 16 members, of whom— 
(A) 4 members shall be appointed by the 

Secretary, taking into consideration the rec-
ommendations of the Chairperson of the 
Jamestown 2007 Steering Committee; 

(B) 4 members shall be appointed by the 
Secretary, taking into consideration the rec-
ommendations of the Governor; 

(C) 2 members shall be employees of the 
National Park Service, of which— 

(i) 1 shall be the Director of the National 
Park Service (or a designee); and 

(ii) 1 shall be an employee of the National 
Park Service having experience relevant to 
the commemoration, to be appointed by the 
Secretary; and 

(D) 5 members shall be individuals that 
have an interest in, support for, and exper-
tise appropriate to, the commemoration, to 
be appointed by the Secretary. 

(2) TERM; VACANCIES.— 
(A) TERM.—A member of the Commission 

shall be appointed for the life of the Commis-
sion. 

(B) VACANCIES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—A vacancy on the Commis-

sion shall be filled in the same manner in 
which the original appointment was made. 

(ii) PARTIAL TERM.—A member appointed 
to fill a vacancy on the Commission shall 
serve for the remainder of the term for which 
the predecessor of the member was ap-
pointed. 

(3) MEETINGS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall 

meet— 
(i) at least twice each year; or 
(ii) at the call of the Chairperson or the 

majority of the members of the Commission. 
(B) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 30 

days after the date on which all members of 
the Commission have been appointed, the 
Commission shall hold the initial meeting of 
the Commission. 

(4) VOTING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall act 

only on an affirmative vote of a majority of 
the members of the Commission. 

(B) QUORUM.—A majority of the Commis-
sion shall constitute a quorum. 

(5) CHAIRPERSON.—The Secretary shall ap-
point a Chairperson of the Commission, tak-
ing into consideration any recommendations 
of the Governor. 

(c) DUTIES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall— 
(A) plan, develop, and execute programs 

and activities appropriate to commemorate 
the 400th anniversary of the founding of 
Jamestown; 

(B) generally facilitate Jamestown-related 
activities throughout the United States; 

(C) encourage civic, patriotic, historical, 
educational, religious, economic, and other 
organizations throughout the United States 
to organize and participate in anniversary 
activities to expand the understanding and 
appreciation of the significance of the found-
ing and early history of Jamestown; 

(D) coordinate and facilitate for the public 
scholarly research on, publication about, and 
interpretation of, Jamestown; and 

(E) ensure that the 400th anniversary of 
Jamestown provides a lasting legacy and 
long-term public benefit by assisting in the 
development of appropriate programs and fa-
cilities. 

(2) PLANS; REPORTS.— 
(A) STRATEGIC PLAN; ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 

PLANS.—In accordance with the Government 
Performance and Results Act of 1993 (Public 
Law 103–62; 107 Stat. 285), the Commission 
shall prepare a strategic plan and annual 
performance plans for the activities of the 
Commission carried out under this Act. 

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2008, the Commission shall com-
plete a final report that contains— 

(i) a summary of the activities of the Com-
mission; 

(ii) a final accounting of funds received and 
expended by the Commission; and 
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(iii) the findings and recommendations of 

the Commission. 
(d) POWERS OF THE COMMISSION.—The Com-

mission may— 
(1) accept donations and make dispersions 

of money, personal services, and real and 
personal property related to Jamestown and 
of the significance of Jamestown in the his-
tory of the United States; 

(2) appoint such advisory committees as 
the Commission determines to be necessary 
to carry out this Act; 

(3) authorize any member or employee of 
the Commission to take any action that the 
Commission is authorized to take by this 
Act; 

(4) procure supplies, services, and property, 
and make or enter into contracts, leases or 
other legal agreements, to carry out this Act 
(except that any contracts, leases or other 
legal agreements made or entered into by 
the Commission shall not extend beyond the 
date of termination of the Commission); 

(5) use the United States mails in the same 
manner and under the same conditions as 
other Federal agencies; 

(6) subject to approval by the Commission, 
make grants in amounts not to exceed $10,000 
to communities and nonprofit organizations 
to develop programs to assist in the com-
memoration; 

(7) make grants to research and scholarly 
organizations to research, publish, or dis-
tribute information relating to the early his-
tory of Jamestown; and 

(8) provide technical assistance to States, 
localities, and nonprofit organizations to 
further the commemoration. 

(e) COMMISSION PERSONNEL MATTERS.— 
(1) COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS OF THE COM-

MISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), a member of the Commis-
sion shall serve without compensation. 

(B) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.—A member of the 
Commission who is an officer or employee of 
the Federal Government shall serve without 
compensation in addition to the compensa-
tion received for the services of the member 
as an officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

(C) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—A member of the 
Commission shall be allowed travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, at 
rates authorized for an employee of an agen-
cy under subchapter I of chapter 57 of title 5, 
United States Code, while away from the 
home or regular place of business of the 
member in the performance of the duties of 
the Commission. 

(2) STAFF.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the 

Commission may, without regard to the civil 
service laws (including regulations), appoint 
and terminate an executive director and 
such other additional personnel as are nec-
essary to enable the Commission to perform 
the duties of the Commission. 

(B) CONFIRMATION OF EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR.—The employment of an executive direc-
tor shall be subject to confirmation by the 
Commission. 

(3) COMPENSATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the Chairperson of the 
Commission may fix the compensation of the 
executive director and other personnel with-
out regard to the provisions of chapter 51 and 
subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5, United 
States Code, relating to classification of po-
sitions and General Schedule pay rates. 

(B) MAXIMUM RATE OF PAY.—The rate of 
pay for the executive director and other per-
sonnel shall not exceed the rate payable for 

level V of the Executive Schedule under sec-
tion 5316 of title 5, United States Code. 

(4) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.— 
(A) FEDERAL EMPLOYEES.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—On the request of the 

Commission, the head of any Federal agency 
may detail, on a reimbursable or non-reim-
bursable basis, any of the personnel of the 
agency to the Commission to assist the Com-
mission in carrying out the duties of the 
Commission under this Act. 

(ii) CIVIL SERVICE STATUS.—The detail of an 
employee under clause (i) shall be without 
interruption or loss of civil service status or 
privilege. 

(B) STATE EMPLOYEES.—The Commission 
may— 

(i) accept the services of personnel detailed 
from States (including subdivisions of 
States); and 

(ii) reimburse States for services of de-
tailed personnel. 

(5) VOLUNTEER AND UNCOMPENSATED SERV-
ICES.—Notwithstanding section 1342 of title 
31, United States Code, the Commission may 
accept and use voluntary and uncompensated 
services as the Commission determines nec-
essary. 

(6) SUPPORT SERVICES.—The Director of the 
National Park Service shall provide to the 
Commission, on a reimbursable basis, such 
administrative support services as the Com-
mission may request. 

(f) PROCUREMENT OF TEMPORARY AND INTER-
MITTENT SERVICES.—The Chairperson of the 
Commission may procure temporary and 
intermittent services in accordance with sec-
tion 3109(b) of title 5, United States Code, at 
rates for individuals that do not exceed the 
daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic 
pay prescribed for level V of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5316 of that title. 

(g) FACA NONAPPLICABILITY.—Section 14(b) 
of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the Commis-
sion. 

(h) NO EFFECT ON AUTHORITY.—Nothing in 
this section supersedes the authority of the 
State, the National Park Service, or the As-
sociation for the Preservation of Virginia 
Antiquities, concerning the commemoration. 

(i) TERMINATION.—The Commission shall 
terminate on December 31, 2008. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as are necessary to carry out this 
Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. DAVIS). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 4907, the Jamestown 400th Com-
memoration Commission Act of 2000. 
2007 marks the 400th anniversary of the 

founding of Jamestown, the first per-
manent English settlement in America. 
This legislation will establish a Fed-
eral commission to complement Vir-
ginia’s preparations for the upcoming 
anniversary and help make this a truly 
national event. 

The late Herb Bateman originally in-
troduced H.R. 4907, the House com-
panion bill, with enthusiastic support 
from the Virginia congressional delega-
tion. The bill was of particular impor-
tance to Mr. Bateman because James-
town is located in Virginia’s First Con-
gressional District which he rep-
resented or, as he preferred to call it, 
‘‘America’s First District.’’ Passing 
H.R. 4907 is a final opportunity for us 
to honor the memory of Herb Bateman. 

In 1607, Jamestown started as a 
struggling settlement but eventually 
became the first capital of Virginia and 
the birthplace of representative democ-
racy. Its settlers left a legacy of lan-
guage, customs and common law which 
remain with us to this day. Native 
Americans, Europeans, predominantly 
English, and Africans all played vital 
roles in forming this early settlement. 

Since at least 1807, Jamestown’s 
founding has been celebrated every 50 
years. The Federal commission that 
would be created by H.R. 4907 is mod-
eled after the commissions established 
for past Jamestown anniversary fes-
tivities. The 15-member commission 
will be appointed by the Secretary of 
the Interior and will terminate in 2008. 
The proposed commission will play a 
similar role to help coordinate events, 
activities, fund-raising, and capital im-
provements by partners on the Federal, 
State, and local levels, and in the pri-
vate sector. It will bring national and 
international attention to this pivotal 
event in our Nation’s history, and it 
will promote scholarly research and 
publications. The commission will help 
ensure that all people who were living 
in 17th century Jamestown are rep-
resented in the celebration. 

The 400th anniversary celebration 
will include reconstructions of the 
Jamestown fort, a Native American 
village, and the English settlers’ three 
ships which have been rebuilt to reflect 
current research. The 2007 commemora-
tion will include also exhibitions high-
lighting exciting new archaeological, 
historical and scientific findings made 
by the Association for the Preservation 
of Virginia Antiquities and the Na-
tional Park Service, including the 
original 1607 fort. These organizations 
are now jointly planning a revitaliza-
tion of Jamestown Island to provide a 
more engaging experience for visitors 
and an increased appreciation for their 
irreplaceable museum collections. 

The upcoming 400th anniversary of 
the Jamestown settlement is an event 
of historic importance that deserves 
national attention and commemora-
tion. I urge all my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this legislation and 
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honoring the memory of our late col-
league, Herb Bateman. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in June 1606, King 
James I granted a charter to a group of 
London entrepreneurs, the Virginia 
Company, to establish a satellite 
English settlement in the Chesapeake 
region of North America. By December, 
108 settlers sailed from London in-
structed to settle in Virginia, find gold 
and a water route to the Orient. 

On May 14, 1607, the Virginia Com-
pany explorers landed on Jamestown 
Island, founding the first permanent 
English settlement in America. The 
first representative assembly in the 
new world convened in the Jamestown 
church on July 30, 1619. The general as-
sembly met in response to orders from 
the Virginia Company to, quote, ‘‘es-
tablish one equal and uniform govern-
ment over all Virginia.’’ 

The other crucial event that would 
play a role in the development of 
America was the arrival of Africans to 
Jamestown. A Dutch slave trader ex-
changed his cargo of Africans for food 
in 1619 and thus began the presence of 
Africans in Jamestown. The celebra-
tion in 2007 of the 400th anniversary of 
the landing at Jamestown will involve 
coordination between many partners 
on the Federal, State and local level 
and with the private sector. In 1996, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia designated 
the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation 
as the State agency responsible for 
planning and implementing the Com-
monwealth’s portion of the commemo-
ration. 

H.R. 4907 establishes a Federal com-
mission to assist in the coordination of 
the 400th anniversary commemoration 
of the landing of Jamestown. The pur-
pose of the commission is to bring na-
tional and international attention to 
the significance of the landing of 
Jamestown and heightened interest in 
the early history of our Nation. The 
commission would help coordinate 
events, activities, fund-raising, and 
capital improvements related to the 
Jamestown 2007 anniversary. The com-
mission will ensure that Jamestown 
2007 observances are inclusive and, in 
addition to the English settlers, recog-
nize the invaluable contributions of 
Native Americans and Africans to the 
development of Jamestown and this 
country. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I am happy to yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. BLILEY). 

Mr. BLILEY. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding me this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the measure sponsored by our de-

parted friend and colleague, Herb Bate-
man, to establish a Federal commis-
sion to join the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia in preparing for the 400th anni-
versary of the founding of Jamestown 
in Virginia. 

Nearly 400 years ago, the English es-
tablished the first permanent settle-
ment in the present-day United States 
at Jamestown. The upcoming 400th an-
niversary in May 2007 affords all Amer-
ican citizens the opportunity to appre-
ciate the adventurous spirit that led 
the early English settlers on a voyage 
to a new world in the hopes of finding 
mountains of gold. While the settlers 
failed to realize their dreams of gold, 
their struggles and sacrifices paved the 
way for the formation of a nation rich 
in racial and ethnic diversity and 
democratic ideals. In fact, Jamestown 
is commonly referred to as the birth-
place of our Nation. 

Clearly, Jamestown is significant not 
just in the history of the Common-
wealth but to the Nation as a whole. 
Initially a fledgling settlement, James-
town became the capital of Virginia 
and held the first representative legis-
lative assembly in the Americas, 
known as the House of Burgesses. 
These early meetings of the House of 
Burgesses fostered the ideas of self- 
government and representative govern-
ment which serve as the cornerstone of 
the United States Constitution. The 
legacy of Jamestown, however, is not 
limited to these democratic principles 
that we cherish. The legacy can also be 
viewed in terms of the common lan-
guage and customs that remain with us 
today. 

For that reason, a national commis-
sion is appropriate and necessary to 
complement the commemorative pro-
grams and activities undertaken by the 
Commonwealth of Virginia’s James-
town-Yorktown Foundation. The na-
tional commission will assist in the de-
velopment of Jamestown-related pro-
grams and activities, support scholarly 
research and publications, facilitate 
marketing and fund-raising efforts, and 
further encourage heritage tourism. 
These activities will expand the under-
standing and appreciation of the sig-
nificance of the founding and early his-
tory of Jamestown. It will also perpet-
uate the memory of the first perma-
nent English-speaking settlers of Vir-
ginia and the United States. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 3 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. SCOTT). 

Mr. SCOTT. I thank the gentleman 
from Maryland for yielding me this 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4907, legislation to establish the James-
town 400th Commemoration Commis-
sion. Mr. Speaker, this bill was intro-
duced by our late colleague, Herb Bate-
man, who represented Jamestown. 
Jamestown is located in the First Con-

gressional District of Virginia, and 
since we are talking about Jamestown, 
I think it is appropriate to note that 
Herb always called his district Amer-
ica’s first district. 

This bill authorizes the Jamestown 
Commemoration Commission that will 
head up the preparations for the 400th 
anniversary of Jamestown, which will 
be celebrated in 2007. Jamestown was 
not only the first permanent English 
colony but it also became the first cap-
ital of Virginia. The first legislative 
assembly was held in Jamestown; and 
it was there that the idea of common 
law, common customs, and common 
language began and continues to this 
day. 

Mr. Speaker, planning for the 400th 
anniversary has been under way for 
several years and establishment of a 
national commission will complement 
the ongoing State efforts as well as ex-
tend national and international signifi-
cance to this historic anniversary. The 
State has been conducting roundtables 
throughout Virginia to get citizen 
input to design a statewide commemo-
ration. Efforts are also being taken to 
continue the rebuilding of ships which 
brought the 1607 colonists and which 
were originally reconstructed for the 
350th anniversary, as well as rebuilding 
the Jamestown fort and the Native 
American village. 

Mr. Speaker, passage of this measure 
will ensure that the 400th anniversary 
of Jamestown is recognized at a na-
tional level for its historic significance 
and contributions to the founding of 
our country. It is also a fitting manner 
in which to honor our late colleague, 
Herb Bateman. Before yielding back 
the balance of my time, I want to com-
mend the Members of the staff of Vir-
ginia’s First Congressional District for 
their tireless efforts in making sure 
this bill moved forward. The constitu-
ents of the First Congressional District 
have been well represented by the staff 
since the untimely loss of Herb Bate-
man, and it is in large part because of 
their efforts that this bill is before us 
today. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of 
this measure. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to recognize 
the work of particularly Dan 
Scandling, Herb Bateman’s chief of 
staff, and Julie Newell, whom I know 
helped put this together, and the other 
staff members who put this together. 
This is a fitting legacy for Congress-
man Bateman who started this. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the adoption of 
this measure. 

Mr. SISISKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of my late friend and colleague, Herb 
Bateman, to speak in support of legislation 
that was near and dear to his heart, H.R. 
4907, legislation to establish a Federal com-
mission to coordinate activities related to the 
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400th anniversary of the establishment of the 
colony at Jamestown. 

Someone once said that a land without 
ruins is a land without memories, and a land 
without memories is a nation without history. 
Thanks to the National Park Service and the 
foresight of the people of Virginia, the memory 
and history of Jamestown are alive and well. 

Jamestown is to the United States what the 
historical centers of Rome and Athens are to 
the people of Italy and Greece. 

The Jamestown visitors center, the replicas 
of the ships that brought the colonists to the 
new world, and the Jamestown fort and native 
American village are more than just tourist 
destinations, they are symbols of our democ-
racy and values. 

Consider that Jamestown was Virginia’s first 
capital and held the first legislative assembly, 
leaving a legacy of common law, customs and 
language that we rely on today. 

This 400th anniversary commemoration, to 
take place in 2007, is probably as historically 
important to our Nation as the bicentennial 
celebration of 1976. The progress made in 
planning events for 2007, are due in no small 
measure to the people of Virginia. 

They’ve held roundtables throughout the 
State to solicit input from every corner of the 
commonwealth, and they’ve worked in con-
junction with the National Park Service to con-
duct archaeological, historical and scientific re-
search. 

Creating a national commission is the last 
piece of the puzzle which will ensure that the 
Jamestown commemoration becomes a truly 
national celebration. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant resolution. 

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
the adoption of this important legisla-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
DAVIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4907. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1600 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 6, 1999, and under a 
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for 
5 minutes each. 

f 

MILITARY RETIREE HEALTH CARE 
IN THE DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Mississippi (Mr. SHOWS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, today 
President Clinton is expected to sign 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2001. This will help 
promote a first-class military, and it is 
a great victory for our military retir-
ees because it takes a giant step in cor-
recting an injustice suffered by our 
military retirees and their families. 
The defense bill provides pharmacy 
benefits and extends TRICARE to retir-
ees beyond age 65 as a supplement to 
Medicare, and fulfills the promise of 
lifetime health care to America’s eld-
est military retirees. 

Retirees joined the service with a 
promise of lifetime health care; but 
right now TRICARE, the military 
health care plan, ends at age 65. Unlike 
all other Federal retirees, military re-
tirees get Medicare but nothing else if 
they cannot afford supplemental insur-
ance; and many retirees under age 65 
are not covered due to serious flaws in 
the TRICARE program. 

To remedy this sad situation, last 
year the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
NORWOOD) and I and Senators TIM 
JOHNSON, JOHN MCCAIN, and our es-
teemed colleague, Paul Coverdell, in-
troduced the Keep Our Promise to 
America’s Military Retirees Act, H.R. 
3573. 

The Keep Our Promise Act united 
military retirees and families across 
the country. Their billboards, bumper 
stickers, e-mails, phone calls, and let-
ters to newspapers and Congress have 
educated us to their plight. Their per-
sistence gained the Promise Act 306 co-
sponsors in the House and 36 in the 
Senate. 

We would not be celebrating historic 
improvements in military health care 
today without the grass roots support 
for the Shows-Norwood Keep Our 
Promise Act. 

We should commend the efforts of 
every military retiree or family mem-
ber across the country who partici-
pated in the grass roots efforts. I can-
not allow Congress to adjourn without 
acknowledging the efforts of two very 
special Americans, two Mississippians. 
Jim Whittington of Laurel and Floyd 
Sears of Ocean Springs organized the 
meeting in March of 1999 that resulted 
in the introduction of the Keep Our 
Promise Act. They led the grass roots 
in the fight for justice for military re-
tirees that brings us here today. 

There are many, many more grass 
roots leaders who must be recognized. 
While it is not possible to name them 
all, I want to thank several people who 
communicated regularly with my staff 
and me for the outstanding work to 
keep our promise to America’s mili-
tary retirees: Colonel George ‘‘Bud’’ 
Day and everyone with the Class Act 
Group; General Robert Clements, Edith 
Smith, Floyd Felts, Dick Manion, Lon-
nie Vessel, Jack Hollinsworth, Chuck 
Huffman, and Joe Priestley. 

I also appreciate the many veterans 
and military service organizations of 
the Military Coalition and the Na-
tional Military and Veterans Alliance. 

Particularly, I want to thank my 
friends at the National Association for 
Uniformed Services, the Retired En-
listed Association, the Retired Officers 
Association and the Air Force Ser-
geants Association. I am proud that 
the defense bill accomplishes part of 
what the Keep Our Promise Act would 
do by extending military health care to 
retirees over age 65; but the defense bill 
does not do everything the Promise 
Act would do. The Promise Act would 
offer military retirees the option to 
participate in the FEHBP plan because 
many retirees are not well served by 
TRICARE. We need to pass the rest of 
Keep Our Promise Act because it is the 
right thing to do, and I promise that 
the military retirees across the coun-
try will keep fighting for the benefits 
they were promised, earned and richly 
deserve. 

f 

WHERE HAS THE STRATEGIC PE-
TROLEUM RESERVE REALLY 
GONE? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, every 
American citizen will remember the 
heightened crisis that occurred in our 
oil situation and our fuel and its rising 
prices over the summer. Many of us 
wondered what was next. Well, what 
was next was that sometime in Sep-
tember the President, after being urged 
by Vice President GORE, released 30 
million barrels of oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. 

Now, the first shock wave that oc-
curred when that announcement was 
made was, what is going on here? The 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve is exactly 
that, Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
meaning that it is to be used and was 
to be intended to be used for strategic 
purposes for defense purposes, for the 
national security of our Nation. That 
is, there would be a pool, literally a 
pool, of oil held back from the normal 
market so that if oil was cut off from 
the Middle East and we did not have 
our required fuel available for our 
Armed Forces, then this reserve would 
be at hand to protect our people in a 
national security situation. 

Well, let us set that aside, as impor-
tant as that is, and that is very impor-
tant. We still have reservations about 
even approaching this Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve unless there be some 
kind of emergency action, some threat 
to our security at hand. In any event, 
put that aside for the moment. Many 
people were concerned that because of 
the rising fuel prices and even some 
shortages that were occurring, that the 
Northeast would find itself in this win-
ter coming that it would be short of 
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