October 30, 2000

400th anniversary of the establishment of the
colony at Jamestown.

Someone once said that a land without
ruins is a land without memories, and a land
without memories is a nation without history.
Thanks to the National Park Service and the
foresight of the people of Virginia, the memory
and history of Jamestown are alive and well.

Jamestown is to the United States what the
historical centers of Rome and Athens are to
the people of Italy and Greece.

The Jamestown visitors center, the replicas
of the ships that brought the colonists to the
new world, and the Jamestown fort and native
American village are more than just tourist
destinations, they are symbols of our democ-
racy and values.

Consider that Jamestown was Virginia’s first
capital and held the first legislative assembly,
leaving a legacy of common law, customs and
language that we rely on today.

This 400th anniversary commemoration, to
take place in 2007, is probably as historically
important to our Nation as the bicentennial
celebration of 1976. The progress made in
planning events for 2007, are due in no small
measure to the people of Virginia.

They've held roundtables throughout the
State to solicit input from every corner of the
commonwealth, and they’'ve worked in con-
junction with the National Park Service to con-
duct archaeological, historical and scientific re-
search.

Creating a national commission is the last
piece of the puzzle which will ensure that the
Jamestown commemoration becomes a truly
national celebration.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant resolution.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
the adoption of this important legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4907.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 6, 1999, and under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

——
MILITARY RETIREE HEALTH CARE

IN THE DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-

TION BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Mississippi (Mr. SHOWS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, today
President Clinton is expected to sign
the National Defense Authorization
Act for fiscal year 2001. This will help
promote a first-class military, and it is
a great victory for our military retir-
ees because it takes a giant step in cor-
recting an injustice suffered by our
military retirees and their families.
The defense bill provides pharmacy
benefits and extends TRICARE to retir-
ees beyond age 65 as a supplement to
Medicare, and fulfills the promise of
lifetime health care to America’s eld-
est military retirees.

Retirees joined the service with a
promise of lifetime health care; but
right now TRICARE, the military
health care plan, ends at age 65. Unlike
all other Federal retirees, military re-
tirees get Medicare but nothing else if
they cannot afford supplemental insur-
ance; and many retirees under age 65
are not covered due to serious flaws in
the TRICARE program.

To remedy this sad situation, last
year the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
NorwooD) and I and Senators TIM
JOHNSON, JOHN MCCAIN, and our es-
teemed colleague, Paul Coverdell, in-
troduced the Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees Act, H.R.
3573.

The Keep Our Promise Act united
military retirees and families across
the country. Their billboards, bumper
stickers, e-mails, phone calls, and let-
ters to newspapers and Congress have
educated us to their plight. Their per-
sistence gained the Promise Act 306 co-
sponsors in the House and 36 in the
Senate.

We would not be celebrating historic
improvements in military health care
today without the grass roots support
for the Shows-Norwood Keep Our
Promise Act.

We should commend the efforts of
every military retiree or family mem-
ber across the country who partici-
pated in the grass roots efforts. I can-
not allow Congress to adjourn without
acknowledging the efforts of two very
special Americans, two Mississippians.
Jim Whittington of Laurel and Floyd
Sears of Ocean Springs organized the
meeting in March of 1999 that resulted
in the introduction of the Keep Our
Promise Act. They led the grass roots
in the fight for justice for military re-
tirees that brings us here today.

There are many, many more grass
roots leaders who must be recognized.
While it is not possible to name them
all, I want to thank several people who
communicated regularly with my staff
and me for the outstanding work to
keep our promise to America’s mili-
tary retirees: Colonel George ‘‘Bud”
Day and everyone with the Class Act
Group; General Robert Clements, Edith
Smith, Floyd Felts, Dick Manion, Lon-
nie Vessel, Jack Hollinsworth, Chuck
Huffman, and Joe Priestley.
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I also appreciate the many veterans
and military service organizations of
the Military Coalition and the Na-
tional Military and Veterans Alliance.

Particularly, I want to thank my
friends at the National Association for
Uniformed Services, the Retired En-
listed Association, the Retired Officers
Association and the Air Force Ser-
geants Association. I am proud that
the defense bill accomplishes part of
what the Keep Our Promise Act would
do by extending military health care to
retirees over age 65; but the defense bill
does not do everything the Promise
Act would do. The Promise Act would
offer military retirees the option to
participate in the FEHBP plan because
many retirees are not well served by
TRICARE. We need to pass the rest of
Keep Our Promise Act because it is the
right thing to do, and I promise that
the military retirees across the coun-
try will keep fighting for the benefits
they were promised, earned and richly
deserve.

———

WHERE HAS THE STRATEGIC PE-
TROLEUM RESERVE REALLY
GONE?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, every
American citizen will remember the
heightened crisis that occurred in our
oil situation and our fuel and its rising
prices over the summer. Many of us
wondered what was next. Well, what
was next was that sometime in Sep-
tember the President, after being urged
by Vice President GORE, released 30
million barrels of oil from the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve.

Now, the first shock wave that oc-
curred when that announcement was
made was, what is going on here? The
Strategic Petroleum Reserve is exactly
that, Strategic Petroleum Reserve,
meaning that it is to be used and was
to be intended to be used for strategic
purposes for defense purposes, for the
national security of our Nation. That
is, there would be a pool, literally a
pool, of oil held back from the normal
market so that if oil was cut off from
the Middle East and we did not have
our required fuel available for our
Armed Forces, then this reserve would
be at hand to protect our people in a
national security situation.

Well, let us set that aside, as impor-
tant as that is, and that is very impor-
tant. We still have reservations about
even approaching this Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve unless there be some
kind of emergency action, some threat
to our security at hand. In any event,
put that aside for the moment. Many
people were concerned that because of
the rising fuel prices and even some
shortages that were occurring, that the
Northeast would find itself in this win-
ter coming that it would be short of
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