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since to keep the tax man at bay. They 
have run out of time and resources. 
Soon, the auctioneer’s gavel will fall; 
and the ranch will be sold to devel-
opers. November 11 will be the date 
that ends a 180-year history of the Lau-
rence family ranching heritage. This 
family will be moved off the land and 
homes will be built where the ranch 
now stands. 

But the proceeds from the sale will 
not accrue to the heirs. They do not 
want the sale. They will not receive 
very much at all of what comes from 
that sale. The money raised by this 
forced sale will go to satisfy the de-
mands of the IRS. 

I can assure my friends on the other 
side of the aisle that there are real peo-
ple out there who are affected by the 
death tax and who are far from ‘‘fat 
cats,’’ that phrase that we so often 
hear them employ when attempting to 
foster class hatred in this country. 
These people and hundreds of thou-
sands, millions others like them all 
over the United States are regular, 
hard-working tax-paying families who, 
in fact, have made only a couple of 
mistakes in their lifetime. Like Mr. 
Laurence, many of them work too 
hard, accumulated too much, according 
to, again, people on the other side of 
the aisle who keep talking about the 
death tax as something that so few 
people would get and so few people de-
serve the elimination of the death tax. 

Mr. Speaker, the fact is that there 
are lots of people who actually are, as 
I say, hard working, and they are not 
the top 1 percent, as we have often 
been told, of this Nation’s income-earn-
ers who would benefit by the elimi-
nation of this death tax. They are peo-
ple like Mr. Laurence who, as I say, he 
made a few mistakes. He worked too 
hard. He died before a new President 
could take office. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that we will soon 
be able to reintroduce this idea, the 
elimination of the death tax, and we 
will soon pass it; again, this will be the 
third time, and it will be signed by the 
next President of the United States, 
because it is a tax that needs to be 
eliminated, it is an unfair, unjust tax 
that people like the Laurences of Colo-
rado are now being forced to pay and, 
as a result, being forced to sell their 
own heritage. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM STAFF AS-
SISTANT TO THE HONORABLE 
JAMES A. LEACH, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-

fore the House the following commu-
nication from Ginny Burrus, staff as-
sistant to the Honorable JAMES A. 
LEACH, Member of Congress: 

OCTOBER 26, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 

of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a subpoena for testimony 
issued by the District Court for Iowa, John-
son County. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that it is 
consistent with the precedents and privileges 
of the House to comply with the subpoena. 

Sincerely, 
GINNY BURRUS, 

Staff Assistant. 
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COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT 
SCHEDULER TO THE HONORABLE 
JAMES A. LEACH, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Jill Rohret, district 
scheduler to the Honorable JAMES A. 
LEACH, Member of Congress: 

OCTOBER 26, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to formally no-
tify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules 
of the House of Representatives, that I have 
been served with a subpoena for testimony 
issued by the District Court for Iowa, John-
son County. 

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that it is 
consistent with the precedents and privileges 
of the House to comply with the subpoena. 

Sincerely, 
JILL ROHRET, 
District Scheduler. 
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PLEA TO RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT 
FOR THE RELEASE OF EDMOND 
POPE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to bring to the atten-
tion of the Russian government an 
irony that I believe perfectly illus-
trates why Edmond Pope, an American 
businessman, held captive for 211 days, 
should be released. 

Since his arrest in April on charges 
of espionage, Ed Pope has been held in 
a Russian prison thousands of miles 
away from his family. He has been de-
nied regular contact with his loved 
ones, including his ailing parents 
whose home is in the district I rep-
resent. He has been held in utterly un-
civilized conditions, and, most dis-
tressing of all, Mr. Speaker, Mr. Pope 
has been denied access to the special-
ized medical treatment that is needed 
to detect a recurrence of the rare form 
of bone cancer that he once battled. 

Last Friday, Mr. Speaker, while Ed 
Pope was sitting in his bare prison cell 
in Moscow, this House passed a bill 
granting U.S. residency to a Russian 
citizen named Marina Khalina and her 
son, Alec Miftakhov. Marina and Alec 
live in Portland, Oregon, a mere 250 
miles from the parents of a man who is 
being unjustly held in their native 

country. Mr. Speaker, 250 miles from 
Roy Pope, who has terminal cancer, a 
condition that is made even more un-
bearable by the knowledge that he may 
not live to see his son, Ed, returned 
home. 

My comments should not be taken as 
any criticism about the Russians who 
have become our latest citizens in 
Portland. They are not intended that 
way at all. You see, Marina came to 
this country in search of medical treat-
ment for her son. The assistance she 
has received from Oregonians in retain-
ing that treatment for Alec is one of 
the most transparently generous acts 
of humanity I have ever witnessed, and 
it is incredibly important that it be 
carried out. 

Diagnosed with cerebral palsy at age 
6 months, Alec’s leg muscles and ten-
dons were so contracted that he could 
not walk. Without the social services 
or rights that the disabled are afforded 
in this country, Alec could not go to 
school in Russia. His desperate mother 
could not even obtain a wheelchair for 
her son and carried him in her arms for 
7 years. 

Thirteen years ago, she met a vis-
iting physician from Salem, Oregon 
who contacted Shriners Hospitals for 
Children in Portland. In October of 
1989, Marina and her son entered the 
United States as visitors for the first of 
6 operations that Alec would undergo. 
As he underwent more surgery and re-
habilitation, the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service in Portland granted 
extensions, allowing Marina and her 
son to remain in the U.S. Forcing Alec 
to return to Russia where Ed Pope 
spends his days peering through steel 
bars would have halted medical 
progress and consigned him to a life ut-
terly devoid of hope. Thanks to the 
outpouring of assistance he received in 
this country, Alec has been spared that 
terrible fate. But while Alec receives 
medical attention in the United States 
courtesy of the goodwill of the Amer-
ican people and those of my State, the 
Russian government systematically re-
fuses to grant Ed Pope access to the 
medical care that could save his life. 
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Since the bill granting Marina and 
Alec residency status was introduced, 
she has worked in Gresham, Oregon, 
where she coordinates care for elderly 
and disabled clients. Alec has earned 
his high school equivalency degree and 
hopes to study Web design. Needless to 
say, the future looks considerably 
brighter for them in this country 
thanks to the compassion we have 
shown in this Congress and that shown 
by the people of Oregon. 

Following passage of the bill grant-
ing her a new life in this country, Ma-
rina said, ‘‘For us, this is freedom.’’ 
And indeed it is, Mr. Speaker. It is 
freedom that is being denied to Ed 
Pope as he sits before a Russian judge 
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