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military members living nearby, the Aunes 
worked with dogged determination to ensure 
that patients’ needs would be filled. 

At the time, Don was a newly elected mem-
ber of the Oscoda Township Board of Trust-
ees and was named Vice President of the 
non-profit corporation created to address the 
critical medical care shortage faced by the 
community. Don soon became Chairman of 
the Board of Directors and has spent the past 
seven years in that role. 

With Mary’s enthusiastic support, Don wield-
ed the gavel with his usual firm and steady 
hand, shaping the cornerstone for a facility 
that will serve the needs of friends, neighbors 
and strangers for years to come. They led the 
effort to quickly turn a fledgling medical facility 
into a strong and vibrant operation that now 
provides more than 7,000 patients from the 
surrounding community with a host of services 
from family practice and pediatrics to women’s 
health and radiology. 

The Aunes worked untold hours to create 
an outstanding health center to provide a wide 
variety of services in a local setting, ensuring 
that many elderly and physically impaired pa-
tients will receive needed care without trav-
eling long distances. Don’s leadership, cou-
pled with Mary’s behind-the-scenes efforts, 
was the key to opening this long-awaited and 
greatly needed facility. They deserve our grati-
tude. 

I hope my colleagues will join me today in 
paying tribute to Don and Mary Aune for their 
endeavors on behalf of the entire community. 
The Aune Medical Center stands as a monu-
ment to their enterprise and diligence.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on November 
2, 3, 13, and 14, as well as December 4, 
2000, I was detained with business in my Dis-
trict, and therefore unable to cast my votes on 
rollcall numbers 592 through 599. Had I been 
present for the votes, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 592, 593, 594, 597, 598 
and 599; and ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall votes 595 and 
596.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BRADLEY W. 
BEAL, NEWLY ELECTED DIREC-
TOR ON THE BOARD OF THE NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FED-
ERAL CREDIT UNIONS 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to recognize my friend Brad Beal, the 
President and CEO of the Nevada Federal 
Credit Union, headquartered in my district in 
Las Vegas, for his recent election to the board 
of the National Association of Federal Credit 
Unions (NAFCU). Brad has been a leader in 

the Nevada credit union movement for over 14 
years and I am glad to see him receive this 
national recognition. 

For the last decade, Brad has served as the 
President and CEO of the Nevada Federal 
Credit Union, which has over $550 million in 
assets in 17 branches throughout Nevada. In 
this role, Brad has been a leader for over 250 
employees at Nevada FCU, and a leader for 
the credit union community, both in Nevada 
and at the national level. During my time in 
Congress, he has kept me fully informed 
about the issues of concern to the 77,000 
members of Nevada FCU and credit unions 
everywhere. Brad has always been sure to 
take the time to meet with me when he is in 
Washington, D.C. or when I am in the District, 
to keep me and my staff updated. 

His election to the NAFCU board culminates 
a long career in the credit union industry. 
NAFCU is the national trade association that 
represents federal credit unions and ensures 
that their voice is heard in Washington. I con-
gratulate my friend Brad Beal on his recent 
election to the NAFCU Board and look forward 
to continuing to work with him and America’s 
credit unions. I know Brad will be an out-
standing voice for credit unions everywhere.
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IN HONOR OF BELINDA CUEVAS, 
WHO IS BEING HONORED AS ‘‘AN 
OUTSTANDING HUMAN BEING’’ 
BY THE PUERTO RICAN ASSOCIA-
TION 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Belinda Cuevas of Perth Amboy, 
New Jersey for being recognized by the Puer-
to Rican Association for Human Development 
as ‘‘an outstanding community member’’ and 
‘‘an outstanding human being.’’

Born and raised in Perth Amboy, she has 
demonstrated a continued commitment to her 
community through her work with the local 
school and church. She has served as Presi-
dent of the Parent Teachers Organization at 
the EJ Patten School, and has served as a 
catechist and member of the choir at La Asun-
cion Church for a number of years. 

In her devotion to the community, Belinda 
strives to live up to the inspirational example 
of her late grandmother Balbina DeJesus Her-
nandez. The mother of four, Belinda knows 
the importance of setting a good example for 
her children, Ava Ivis, Gabriela, Alexander, 
and Emily Janet. She does her best to teach 
them the importance of service to the commu-
nity and love for one’s neighbors. 

Recently, Belinda performed an extraor-
dinary act of kindness when she donated one 
of her kidneys to save the life of a fellow Perth 
Amboy resident, Pedro ‘‘Pete’’ A. Roman. 
When she learned that he suffered from renal 
failure, she demonstrated remarkable kindness 
and selflessness by volunteering to be tested 
as a donor, and eventually donating her kid-
ney. Pete received this gift of life on July 13, 
2000 at the Albert Einstein Medical Center in 
Philadelphia, and both patients have since re-

covered and returned to work. It is certain that 
Belinda’s exceptional generosity has changed 
the lives of Pete and his family forever. 

For her service to the community of Perth 
Amboy as well as her unparalleled show of 
compassion and selflessness, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in praising Belinda Cuevas 
as a truly extraordinary member of the com-
munity.
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A TRIBUTE TO GERRY HERP 

HON. JAMES A. BARCIA 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2000

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in this 
chamber today to honor Gerry Herp on the oc-
casion of his retirement. At the end of the sea-
son, Gerry Herp will retire as Head Football 
Coach of Ubly Community High School in 
Ubly, Michigan. He is truly one of the greatest 
contributors to Michigan athletics in the past 
fifty years and he will be sorely missed. 

In a career beginning in 1963 and spanning 
five decades, this legend of the gridiron con-
sistently pushed his team to excellence both 
on and off the football field. On the field, 
Coach Herp led the Ubly Bearcats to an im-
pressive lifetime record of 140 wins, 106 
losses and two ties. Under his tutelage, the 
Bearcats have won nine league champion-
ships and garnered two play-off appearances 
since 1983, a record of success which earned 
him regional Coach of the Year honors on two 
occasions. 

But beyond the yardage gained, the points 
scored and the championships won, the true 
and lasting impact of Coach Herp’s commit-
ment to his team and the young people of his 
community can be measured by the impact he 
had on the hearts and minds of those he 
coached. During his career, Gerry not only 
coached football, baseball and women’s soft-
ball, he also volunteered much of his time to 
helping disadvantaged youth involved in the 
Babe Ruth program, endeavors which en-
deared him to his community and earned him 
Ubly’s 1999 Friend of Youth honors. 

Of course, his many successes could not 
have been accomplished without the loving 
support of his wife. Elrae, and their four 
daughters, Amy, Betsy, Rachel and Jeralyn 
and stepdaughter, Lori Flippin. 

When Gerry Herp officially steps down as 
Head Football Coach of Ubly Community High 
School at the end of this season, he deserves 
a place of honor among those who strive to 
ensure the physical health and mental well-
being of our youth through athletic programs. 
On this day, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Gerry on 
his many victories and wish him well as he 
cheers on the Bearcats from the stands.
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