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nearly 16,480 nursing facilities throughout the 
country up to appropriate levels, are already 
the subject of considerable debate and discus-
sion. In the next Congress, policymakers and 
stakeholders will begin to seriously grapple 
with the mechanics of translating HHS’ future 
staffing recommendations into quantitative fed-
eral standards. 

In the interim, it is simply wrong to stand by 
and allow the current national epidemic of in-
adequate staffing to continue without interven-
tion. The status quo means that nursing home 
residents will keep suffering adverse con-
sequences in the form of poor care, or—in the 
most severe cases—neglect so profound that 
untimely death is the result. 

For all of the reasons, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in support of the ‘‘Nursing Facility 
Staffing Improvement Act.’’ It is a bill that I 
hope will find its way into next year’s discus-
sions on nursing home quality and account-
ability, and I invite any and all interested par-
ties to comment.
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great honor and humility that I submit this trib-
ute into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD about a 
true patriot and hero—Corporal Mason O. 
Yarbrough, United States Marine Corps, of 
Sikeston, Missouri. Corporal Yarbrough was 
part of an elite unit, the 2nd Marine Raider 
Battalion. This unit, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Evans. F. Carlson during 
World War II was known as ‘‘Carlson’s Raid-
ers.’’ As part of the baby boom generation, I 
owe a great deal of debt and gratitude to this 
brave warrior because it was his service and 
sacrifice that allowed all of us to grow up in a 
free society. 

The year 1942 found our nation in grave 
danger, threatened by both Germany and 
Japan. Colonel Carlson and his Raiders un-
dertook the second offensive operation of the 
war against Japan in August of 1942. After ex-
tensive training in weapons, hand-to-hand 
combat and the use of rubber boats, C and D 
companies of the Marine Raiders were sent to 
Midway Island. At Midway, they helped the 
Navy turn back a massive Japanese attack 
from June 3 through 6, 1942 in what would 
become the turning point of the Pacific War. 

A and B companies of Carlson’s Raiders, in-
cluding Yarbrough of B company were ear-
marked by Adm. Chester Nimitz for an attack 
August 17, 1942 on Makin in the Gilbert Is-
lands about 1,000 miles northeast of Guadal-
canal. Their mission was to destroy the is-
land’s small Japanese seaplane base and its 
garrison, gain intelligence on the area and 
perhaps more importantly divert Japanese at-
tention and troops from Guadalcanal and 
Tulagi in the Solomon Islands. There, U.S. 
troops had landed 10 days earlier to begin the 
major offensive of the Pacific War. The Japa-
nese were pouring reinforcements into Gua-
dalcanal and Nimitz was looking to a diver-

sionary hit-and-run raid on Makin to ease the 
pressure. 

The force of 220 Raiders arrived off Makin 
in the predawn hours of August 17. They had 
been ferried from Pearl Harbor aboard the 
submarines Nautilus and Argonaut, which had 
stripped and reconfigured their torpedo com-
partments to make room for the marines. Un-
like other units, this group did not have the 
luxury of naval gunfire support of Naval and 
Army Air Corps cover. 

On August 17, 1942 (August 16 local time) 
fierce fighting ensued and Corporal Yarbrough 
on his twenty-first birthday was fatally struck 
down by enemy fire. On August 18, as sur-
vivors of ‘‘Carlson’s Raiders’’ withdrew from 
the island to rendezvous with the waiting sub-
marines, arrangements were made with a 
local village chief to bury the bodies of the fall-
en men. 

Now, fifty-eight long years after Corporal 
Yarbrough’s heroic action, his remains have 
been recovered. The Yarbrough family, to-
gether with the citizens of Sikeston, Missouri 
will bid him farewell with a service and burial 
on December 15, 2000. At 2:19 p.m. on that 
date, a moment of silence will be observed to 
honor all nineteen Marine Raiders whose re-
mains were recovered from the Makin mission. 
This honor will also be extended to the nine 
Marine Raiders of the Makin raid whose re-
mains are yet to be repatriated, as well as all 
the MIAs and KIAs from our great nation’s 
wars.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I wish to take this moment to 
recognize the remarkable life and significant 
achievements of a life-long New Castle resi-
dent and sheep rancher, Richard C. Jolley. 
Sadly, Dick lost his battle with cancer on No-
vember 19, 2000. While his family, friends and 
community remember the truly exceptional life 
of Dick, I, too, would like to pay tribute to this 
remarkable man and close personal friend. 

Dick was a beloved native of New Castle, 
where his contributions to the community were 
many. A dedicated leader of his community, 
he was elected as a Garfield County Commis-
sioner in 1976, serving during the oil shale 
boom in Western Colorado. His pragmatism 
assisted him in finding tough but fair solutions 
during negotiations with the oil companies, all 
the while working to see local interests were 
protected. He also tackled problems in the dis-
trict attorney’s office and worked through a 
proposal to build a local ski area. His term in 
elected office was marked by his honest, trust-
worthy nature and his ability to boil things 
down to the bottom line. 

His life was one of distinction both profes-
sionally and in the realm of public service. 
After serving as a county commissioner, Dick 
was a leading force in founding the Regional 
Bank of Rifle, which was recently acquired by 
Wells Fargo. Dick had a keen business sense 
that was on full display during his time at the 
Regional Bank of Rifle. 

Known for his sharp wit, a hallmark of Dick’s 
personality was his ability to transfix an audi-
ence with his stories. Sporting a grin from ear 
to ear, he narrated knee-slapping tales that 
are nothing short of legendary. 

Although his professional accomplishments 
will long be remembered and admired, most 
who knew him well will remember Dick Jolley, 
above all else, as a loving husband for 48 
years, a devoted father of two sons and a 
proud grandfather of four grandchildren. At the 
end of his life, his grandchildren brought him 
endless joy. 

Mr. Speaker, with Dick’s passing, western 
Colorado has lost a great man and friend. 
However, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that, in 
spite of this profound loss, the family and 
friends of Dick Jolley can take solace in the 
knowledge that each is a better person for 
having known him. I know that I am. 

It is with this that I pay tribute to the life of 
a man who exemplified the extraordinary char-
acteristics of strength, dignity and sincerity. 
We will all miss him greatly.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize Henry Sanchez for his years of dedi-
cated service to the community of Bayonne, 
New Jersey. Today, Mr. Sanchez will be pre-
sented with the Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the Bayonne Historical Society’s annual 
Holiday Dinner Dance. 

Henry Sanchez was born in San Juan, 
Puerto Rico and moved to New York as a 
child. In 1944, he joined the United States 
Navy and served in World War II. For his cou-
rageous service to our nation and the world, 
he was awarded medals from the govern-
ments of the United States, France, and Tai-
wan. 

In 1950, Mr. Sanchez began work for the 
Bayonne Naval Supply Depot, later named the 
Military Ocean Terminal (MOT). Between 1950 
and 1997, he served in leadership positions at 
MOT, and with the United States Air Force. 
These positions included Supervisory Trans-
portation Assistant, Deputy Commander of the 
USAF’s Water Port Logistics Office, and Dep-
uty Director of the Personal Property Direc-
torate at the Eastern Area Military Traffic Man-
agement Command. 

In recognition of his hard work, dedication, 
and leadership, Mr. Sanchez has received 
many awards, including the U.S. Air Force 
Meritorious Civilian Medal and the Army Civil-
ian Award for Humanitarian Service. 

Mr. Sanchez has also selflessly given his 
time to many other important causes and or-
ganizations. He has served as member, chair-
man (1989), and Grand Marshal (2000) of the 
Bayonne Memorial Day Committee; Chair of 
the F.A. Mackenzie Post #165 of the American 
Legion blood bank; Post Commander of the 
Disabled American Veterans; member of 
Catholic War Veterans #1612; member of the 
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