27140

SERVING IN THE SENATE

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
one of the things I wanted to do, as I
tried to plan my Senate objectives, was
to make sure the children of our coun-
try were as protected as they could be
by legislation that we developed in the
Congress.

Under Republican leadership, when
President Reagan was the President in
1984—Elizabeth Dole was the Secretary
of Transportation—we were able to
write a bill and create a law that made
the 21-year-old drinking age the min-
imum drinking age for serving liquor
across the country. Since that time,
17,000 families have been spared the
need to mourn the loss of a child.

Mr. President, 17,000 youngsters, that
is enough to fill a large arena. If one
looked at the number of young people
who would fill that arena, you would
say: My Lord, are we lucky that these
children have lived and will survive to
their adulthood and through their full
life because we were able to restrict
their access to alcohol.

Therefore, it was appropriate, toward
the later days of my career, that we
were able to add another item of pro-
tection by lowering the blood-alcohol
level to .08, a standard which will save
an additional 500 to 700 lives a year.
President Clinton recently signed that
into law, as well. So I am pleased with
the fact we were able to get that done.
My team and I worked very hard to
make that happen. It took several
years for it to be accomplished, but ac-
complished it was.

A large part of that accomplishment,
I must say, was because of our distin-
guished friend and leader—I think they
would have a reference in totalitarian
governments, but I mean it in the
kindest way—as a leader for life, that
Senator BYRD has brought to us, not
only with his knowledge, his under-
standing of the process, but he is vir-
tually the historian of the Senate. The
thing that has always amazed me is he
can do it virtually from memory, and
bring us all to our senses about how we
conduct ourselves and how we process
legislation. I am not only so delighted
and honored to have been able to serve
with him as a mentor but as a friend as
well.

We learn on a continuing basis in
this place that Senator BYRD is some-
one to whom we can always turn, not
only to understand his thinking on
issues, and the decisions that he pro-
vides, but also his leadership.

We saw it manifest again this day be-
cause he wanted to help us out of the
dilemma with which we were strug-
gling, to find a way to get Amtrak the
strength and resources that it needs,
but reminding us at this moment there
were so many things in front of us that
it was not the time, but nevertheless
was helpful in his reassurance that he,
too, would help process this early in
the next Congress. I just am sorry I
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will not be here to see the day when
that takes place.

But I am grateful for the friendship
and guidance that the distinguished
senior Senator from West Virginia has
given me, and all of us, over these
many years.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, will the
distinguished Senator yield?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I am happy to
yield to the Senator from West Vir-
ginia.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank
the distinguished Senator for his re-
marks. I shall miss him. We shall all
miss him. He has served on the Appro-
priations Committee, and served well,
served as chairman of the Transpor-
tation Appropriations Subcommittee,
and served well.

He has the highest interests of the
Nation always at heart. He has been a
very capable Senator. He is never one
to forget his obligations, his respon-
sibilities, his duties to the people who
have sent him here. I have considered
it to be a great honor and high privi-
lege to serve with the Senator. I shall
miss him. I am sure he will continue to
serve his country in some way.

But I do hope the Senator will come
back and visit with us from time to
time. May the Creator of the universe,
Father of all of us, watch over and
guide FRANK LAUTENBERG and his fam-
ily. He is so proud of his family. He
often speaks of his children, his grand-
children. I know they love him. He will
always be in our recollection. May
heavenly angels always attend him in
whatever he endeavors.

I thank the Senator.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from West Virginia.
All of us look to him for his guidance
and wisdom.

I have said about Senator BYRD in
the past that he is a model for what a
computer might do, and he does it
without all of the transistors and
switches and chips, and all of that. If
anyone doubts Senator BYRD’s capac-
ity, let them attend one of his lectures
on the kings of England or the develop-
ment of government in the Roman Em-
pire. One will be astounded. I have al-
ways felt a little bit like a student
when I listened to Senator BYRD. I
thank him for his warm comments.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, will the
Senator from New Jersey yield to me
for a question of him?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I am happy to
yield to our colleague from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. First of all, I thank the
Senator from New Jersey for his advo-
cacy and his strong and heartfelt sup-
port about the need for a viable rail-
way system in the Northeast and
around America. There has been no one
in this body who has been more com-
mitted to that proposition than the
Senator from New Jersey. I congratu-
late him. As I said before, we will miss
him very much in this body.
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I would like to make one additional
comment, if I may, to the Senator from
New Jersey.

We will go through a regular process
next year to bring up an authorization
bill for Amtrak which would then be
followed by appropriations.

I objected to an appropriation this
year because it was $10 billion over 10
years stuck into an appropriations bill
for which there had never been a hear-
ing. I hope the Senator from New Jer-
sey can understand that.

The second point is, I urge the Sen-
ator from New Jersey to consider that
we have to make a fundamental choice
about the national rail system in
America—not just an east coast rail
system but a national rail system.

There are many countries in the
world, including European countries,
that regularly subsidize their railway
systems. I understand that. I don’t dis-
pute it. Perhaps that decision has to be
made in the United States of America
and in the Congress of the United
States with the cooperation of the ad-
ministration.

I remind the Senator from New Jer-
sey that a few short years ago the deci-
sion was made to make Amtrak com-
pletely independent. Maybe that was
not a wise decision.

Last year, Amtrak lost, I think, 900
million and some dollars, and will lose
another $900 million, or so.

I think we need to make a funda-
mental decision: Is it a high enough na-
tional priority?

I am not prepared to make a decision
yet that the taxpayers of America
should subsidize a rail system for
America. I think the Senator from New
Jersey would agree with me that the
west coast needs one probably almost
as much as the east coast does.

We need to make a fundamental deci-
sion about what the Government’s role
will be in a national railway system,
and then we need to decide to what de-
gree it is subsidized.

I think a strong argument can be
made by anyone who has tried to fly to
Newark, or to LaGuardia, or Kennedy
lately that they recognize the difficul-
ties in relying simply on air transpor-
tation. I think an argument can be
made. But I think it deserves full de-
bate and discussion.

I thank the Senator from New Jer-
sey. I understand his disappointment
on this issue. But I would like to make
a personal commitment that his spirit
will live on, and we will fully examine
and fully ventilate this issue and try to
come up with a proposal that will sat-
isfy the needs of his constituents and
Americans all over this country.
Again, I say that with profound admi-
ration and respect for the Senator from
New Jersey.

Could I make one final comment? I
hope to get a recorded vote on this bill.
I will be recorded as voting against it
for the usual reasons, and will have a
statement included in the RECORD.
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I thank the Senator from New Jer-
sey.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Arizona for his
laudatory comments. It is nice to hear
that one will be missed. We haven’t dis-
cussed the degree, but mnevertheless
being missed counts.

I wish to say one thing in response to
the thoughtful statement of the Sen-
ator from Arizona about Amtrak and a
national railroad. I am glad that he did
it because I misunderstood. Frankly,
perhaps it is something I thought I
heard the Senator from Arizona say in
times past about the fact that he would
resist advancing resources to Amtrak.
I think it was described in terms of a
“‘cash guzzler,” if I am correct in that
recognition. But I am glad to hear the
Senator from Arizona.

Let it not ever be mistaken that Sen-
ator JOHN MCCAIN and I have had some
differences on the floor and off the
floor, but the fact is that I believe
there is mutual respect. Certainly, I re-
spect him for his contributions to
America and for his contributions to
this body.

If anyone has any doubts about JOHN
McCAIN’s capacity to deliver a mes-
sage, one only need to look at the re-
cent election to see that with very lim-
ited resources JOHN MCCAIN was able to
influence the direction of policy that
we are going to be witnessing in the
next administration.

But I also hope that Senator JOHN
MCcCAIN, the Senator from Arizona, and
the Senator from Wisconsin, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, will be able to accomplish some-
thing that has been lingering over this
place. It is overdue. It has been talked
about forever, and it has never been ac-
complished. The reason I made a deci-
sion to leave this body that I love dear-
ly was because I didn’t want to go out
and raise that money.

The Senator from Arizona and the
Senator from Wisconsin, Mr. FEINGOLD,
have done a masterful job in working
inch by inch to get to the place where
we examine as a proposal for the near
future, I hope, how we ought to finance
Senate races. I think the moment is
near at hand. I hope that examination,
frankly, obviously without my partici-
pation, will be taken. I will be encour-
aging you from the sidelines.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, will the
Senator yield again?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Boy, I could
really carve out a few chips if I were
going to remain here. I am happy to
yield, provided I recover the floor.

Mr. LOTT. I thank the Senator.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I now have
a list of Executive nominations which
have been cleared on both sides.
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We have been working on this for
several days. A number of these nomi-
nations were running the risk of not
being confirmed, or possibly having re-
cess appointments, which we would
like to avoid. This list includes Execu-
tive calendar nominations and nomina-
tions to be discharged from several
committees and confirmed.

In executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the nominations I send to
the desk be confirmed, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then resume legislative session.

I add that this list is comprised of ap-
proximately 41 nominations, plus an
additional list of almost 400 Foreign
Service career officers.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations were considered and
confirmed en bloc, as follows:

Claude A. Allen, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the African
Development Foundation for a term expiring
September 22, 2005.

Willie Grace Campbell, of California, to be
a Member of the Board of Directors of the
African Development Foundation for a term
expiring September 22, 2005.

Foreign Service nominations beginning
Avis T. Bohlen, and ending Mark Young,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on October 6, 2000.

John M. Reich, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the Board of Directors of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation for a term of six
years.

Robert S. LaRussa, of Maryland, to be
Under Secretary of Commerce for Inter-
national Trade.

Marjory E. Searing, of Maryland, to be As-
sistant Secretary of Commerce and Director
General of the United States and Foreign
Commercial Service.

Michael Prescott Goldwater, of Arizona, to
be a Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence
in Education Foundation for a term expiring
October 13, 2005.

Frederick G. Slabach, of California, to be a
Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation for
a term expiring December 10, 2005.

Betty F. Bumpers, of Arkansas, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2001.

Betty F. Bumpers, of Arkansas, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2005.

Barbara W. Snelling, of Vermont, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2005.

Holly J. Burkhalter, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the United States Institute of
Peace for a term expiring January 19, 2005.

Mora L. McLean, of New York, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2001.

Mora L. McLean, of New York, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2005.
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Maria Otero, of the District of Columbia,
to be a Member of the Board of Directors of
the United States Institute of Peace for a
term expiring January 19, 2003.

MORRIS K. UDALL SCHOLARSHIP & EXCELLENCE
IN NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY FOUN-
DATION
Eric D. Eberhard, of Washington, to be a

Member of the Board of Trustees of the Mor-

ris K. Udall Scholarship & Excellence in Na-

tional Environmental Policy Foundation for

a term expiring October 6, 2002.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Randolph D. Moss, of Maryland, to be an

Assistant Attorney General.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

David W. Ogden, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Attorney General.

Daniel Marcus, of Maryland, to be Asso-
ciate Attorney General.

UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE

Barbara W. Snelling, of Vermont, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2001.

Marc E. Leland, of Virginia, to be a Mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the United
States Institute of Peace for a term expiring
January 19, 2003.

Harriet M. Zimmerman, of Florida, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the
United States Institute of Peace for a term
expiring January 19, 2003.

Holly J. Burkhalter, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the United States Institute of
Peace for a term expiring January 19, 2001.

BARRY GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP &
EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION FOUNDATION

Donald J. Sutherland, of New York, to be a
Member of the Board of Trustees of the
Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence
in Education Foundation for a term expiring
August 11, 2002.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Arthur C. Campbell, of Tennessee, to be
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Eco-
nomic Development.

APPALACHIAN REGIONAL COMMISSION

Ella Wong-Rusinko, of Virginia, to be Al-
ternate Federal Cochairman of the Appa-
lachian Regional Commission.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Richard A. Boucher, of Maryland, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class
of Minister-Counselor, to be an Assistant
Secretary of State (Public Affairs).

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Lisa Gayle Ross, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Assistant Secretary of the
Treasury.

DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY

Ruth Martha Thomas, of the District of
Columbia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary of
the Treasury.

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Jonathan Talisman, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury.

AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Everett L. Mosley, of Virginia, to be In-
spector General, Agency for International
Development.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Glenn A. Fine, of Maryland, to be Inspec-

tor General, Department of Justice.
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Gordon S. Heddell, of Virginia, to be In-

spector General, Department of Labor.
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