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does it in exemplary fashion, but she also
helps the cloakroom staff in so many ways.
She has been and is absolutely invaluable and
irreplaceable. | also want to mention the ga-
rage attendants who are so friendly and help-
ful to all of us: Tommy, Dennis, Scotty and so
many others are always there on the job and
make our tour here safer and more enjoyable.

————
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Father James Hoff, a friend, educa-
tor and community leader, who will step down
from his service as President of Xavier Univer-
sity on December 31, 2000.

Over the past ten years, Father Hoff has led
Xavier to great new heights. In 1992, he
began Xavier 2000 which led to the Century
Campaign, the most ambitious fundraising
campaign in the school’s history, raising the
endowment from $24 million to $89 million. He
has also significantly strengthened the univer-
sity’s curriculum, advanced the quality of its
faculty and created a more unified, attractive
campus.

Perhaps most telling of Father Hoff's work is
the success of Xaviers students. In the
1990’s, the average high-school grade-point
average of its incoming students rose from 2.9
to 3.49 for the current class. And, in 1998, the
school ranked first in the nation for student-
athlete graduation rates (100 percent).

In 1995, Xavier was recognized for the first
time by U.S. News and World Report as one
of “America’s Best Colleges,” placing fifteenth
among Midwest schools. In its 2001 ranking,
Xavier climbed to seventh among regional in-
stitutions in the Midwest. Xavier has also re-
ceived recognition from Money magazine and
the John Templeton Honor Roll.

Although Father Hoff surely deserves much
of the credit, he is modest and quick to recog-
nize Xavier's faculty and staff, Board of Trust-
ees, administration and students—all of whom
have helped to raise the level of excellence at
the school.

He says his greatest accomplishment during
his tenure is defining the school’s mission: “to
prepare students intellectually, morally and
spiritually to take their places in a rapidly
changing global society and to work for the
betterment of that society.” He certainly has
done that, and all of us in the Cincinnati area
thank him for his vision and goodwill. We look
forward to his continued leadership in our
area.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF PAUL SELDENRIGHT

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a good friend of mine, Michigan State
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AFL-CIO COPE Director Paul Seldenright
upon his retirement. Paul Seldenright has
been standing up for working men and women
for over 40 years, beginning in 1960 as a
steelworker in Trenton. Every day during that
40 years, the working families of Michigan
have had a champion in Paul. The political
battles Paul has fought in Lansing and in the
State of Michigan have had a direct impact on
the standard of living for the working people in
our State.

Paul’s interest in politics led him to the posi-
tion of chairman of his local PAC in 1962. In
1973, after associating himself with several
successful political campaigns in Michigan, he
began working for the Michigan AFL-CIO. He
is a member of the A. Philip Randolph Institute
as well as the Coalition of Labor Union
Women and a lifetime member of the NAACP.

| want it to be known that Paul Seldenright
has dedicated his life to the betterment of the
working men and women of the State of Michi-
gan. While | know Paul’s retirement is well-de-
served, his passion for politics and his dedica-
tion to working families will not let retirement
take him from the causes he believes in and
has fought for all his life.

Please join me in honoring the career of
one of Michigan’s working heroes as Paul
completes his final days as Michigan State
AFL-CIO COPE Director. Paul, we wish you
all the best.

———
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Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, in the
closing days of the 106th Congress, | rise
today to add perspective to the issue of the
Armenian Genocide. Like many, | was deeply
disappointed that the House did not consider
H. Res. 596, the Armenian Genocide Resolu-
tion.

As my colleagues are well aware, the reso-
lution was not considered because the Repub-
lic of Turkey decided to turn a sense of the
House Resolution about the extensive U.S.
record on the Armenian Genocide into a litmus
test of its relationship with the United States.
In an effort to stop the resolution, Turkey
made repeated threats. In fact, many news-
paper articles covering the progress of H. Res.
596 cited Turkey’s numerous threats should
this body move forward.

These threats were not only directed at the
United States, but also at Armenia and Arme-
nians living in Turkey. In lIstanbul, Turkey,
people threw rocks at the windows of the Ar-
menian Church of Samatia, an Armenian
priest was subjected to physical attacks, an-
other priest was arrested for referencing the
Armenian Genocide, True Path Party leader
Tansu Ciller called for the deportation of
30,000 Armenians, military activities increased
along the border, and this shocking list goes
on.

| regret that the Republic of Turkey opted to
use coercion to make its case. However, it is
even more regrettable that the United States
succumbed to such tactics. | believe that we
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must remain vigilant in the fact of threats and
those who continue to deny the Armenian
Genocide.

While the resolution was aborted in Con-
gress, internationally the pace of Genocide af-
firmation continued. During November alone,
despite Turkish threats, the European Par-
liament, along with France and ltaly, all adopt-
ed resolutions affirming the Armenian Geno-
cide. In addition, Pope John Paul Il recognized
the Armenian Genocide. Today | am submit-
ting copies of these documents for the record.

Many experts have called for a dialogue be-
tween Turkey and Armenia on this subject. In
fact, on October 3rd, the State Department of-
fered to broker a dialogue between these two
countries. While Armenia has repeatedly
agreed, Turkey has refused. During his ad-
dress at the Assembly of Turkish-American
Associations in Washington, DC last month,
Anthony Blinken, U.S. National Security Coun-
cil European Director, indicated that Turkey
had the responsibility to take the first step to
start a dialogue with Armenia. Blinken said “as
a small, landlocked country suffering from eco-
nomic problems, Armenia sees Turkey as of-
fering a fist, not a hand.”

| agree with Mr. Blinken on this point. From
Armenia’s perspective, Turkey’s ongoing hos-
tile actions and continued violations of inter-
national human rights laws and treaties rep-
resent a significant security threat. Turkey’s
defense spending is the highest of any NATO
country as a percentage of its Gross National
Product (GNP) and over the next 25 years
Turkey plans to spend $150 billion modern-
izing its armed forces—against whom is un-
clear. Armenia simply does not have the re-
sources to defend its own borders, especially
given Turkey’s military superiority and defense
spending. Turkey’s blockade, refusal to estab-
lish normal relations, military superiority, re-
fusal to acknowledge the Armenian Genocide,
and complete solidarity with Azerbaijan’s de-
mands regarding the Nagorno Karabagh con-
flict has only served to reinforce Armenia’s
view and has forced Armenia to rely on third
parties to buttress its security capacity. As my
colleagues know, Armenians faced genocide
at the beginning of the 20th Century and the
Armenians of Nagorno Karabagh suffered an-
other attack during the end of the 20th Cen-
tury. It is incumbent on us to ensure that Ar-
menians and others around the world are not
subjected to genocide in the 21st Century.

| would like to point out to my colleagues
that since gaining its independence Armenia
has consistently reached out and sought to
normalize relations with Turkey only to be
rebuffed at every step. Last year, when Turkey
suffered a devastating earthquake, Armenia
was one of the first countries to offer assist-
ance. Armenia, having endured a major earth-
quake years before, has developed an exper-
tise in earthquake response and recovery. De-
spite Armenia’s offer, Turkey initially rejected
assistance. In fact, it was reported that Tur-
key’s Minister of Health, Osman Durmus, re-
jected offers of blood from Armenia because
he didn’t want Turkish blood mixed with theirs.
More recently, Armenia offered earthquake as-
sistance to Azerbaijan. To date, Azerbaijan
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