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half the states, in every time zone—including 
many in the eastern and central time zones, 
and all the polls in the Mountain, Pacific, Alas-
kan, and Hawaiian time zones. As a result of 
the networks’ decision, many voters felt there 
was no longer any point in going to the polls, 
a development which may have affected the 
outcome of many state and local elections. In 
1984 and 1988 many Democrats feared that 
network’s projections in the early evening that 
the Republican candidate was going to be the 
overwhelming electoral college winner may 
have again affected voting in many state and 
local contests in the west. 

This year, many Republicans were angered 
when the networks projected AL GORE the vic-
tor in Florida, prior to the closing of polls in the 
Florida Panhandle. At the same time, some 
GOP lawmakers raised concerns that network 
projections regarding the likely victors in many 
other key Presidential battleground states in 
the East or Midwest may have affected voter 
turnout in other states in which the polls were 
still open. 

I believe that there is a relatively straight-
forward way to reduce a repeat of these con-
cerns: adoption of a uniform poll closing time 
for Presidential elections. That is why today, 
we will introduce legislation which would es-
tablish a uniform poll closing time. Under this 
bill, for Presidential elections, polls in all 50 
states would close at 9 p.m. eastern standard 
time, which is 8 p.m. central standard time 
and 7 p.m. mountain time. In the Pacific time 
zone, in Presidential election years only, in 
order to achieve a 7 p.m. poll closing time, 
daylight savings time would be extended for 
two weeks. This will allow the polls on the 
West Cost to close at 7 p.m. Pacific daylight 
time. 

The House approved identical legislation in 
1986, 1987, and 1989, but it was never en-
acted into law. We have an opportunity now to 
rectify this situation, establish a uniform poll 
closing time, and minimize the potential that 
future premature projections by the television 
networks regarding the winners of a Presi-
dential election will influence voter behavior in 
other states. 

While the public may be divided over whom 
they want to see become our next President, 
both Democratic and Republican votes agree 
on the need to establish a uniform poll closing 
time. In fact, a recent CBS poll reports that 
71% of the American public would like to see 
a uniform national poll closing time estab-
lished. This reflects the public’s recognition 
that standardizing poll closing times for Presi-
dential elections would reduce the likelihood 
that when the television networks declare a 
winner in one state, they may depress voter 
turnout in any remaining precincts in the state 
in which the polls remain open, or affect voter 
turnout in other state across the country. 

I look forward to working with Senator STE-
VENS, Representative TAUZIN, DINGELL, and 
other interested Members to advance this pro-
posal. Over the last several days, I have spo-
ken to Senator STEVENS, who has long been 
a leader on this issue in the Senate, and who 
had a strong interest in working out a formula-
tion that would accommodate Alaska and Ha-
waii. With this bill, we have been able to ac-
complish that goal by allowing those states to 
open their polls on Monday afternoon and 

then bring them into the framework of the na-
tionwide uniform poll closing time we are es-
tablishing for election Tuesday at 9:00 p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time. 

In introducing this bill today, we are hoping 
to begin a debate on this issue by putting onto 
the table the main proposal that the House 
has previously approved, and we are open to 
considering other reasonable alternatives. 
What we would like to assure, however, is that 
this time, the Congress acts to reform the 
rules governing poll closing times in Presi-
dential elections.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Ohioans, par-
ticularly those of Ukrainian ancestry, were 
saddened to hear of the passing yesterday of 
Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky, the head of 
Ukraine’s Greek Catholic Church. Cardinal 
Lubachivsky was born in 1914 in the town of 
Dolyna in the Western Ukrainian province of 
Galicia and died not far from there in the city 
of Lviv, where he served as Archbishop and 
Metropolitan for millions of Ukrainian Catholics 
worldwide, including many in Ohio. Although 
the Cardinal was born in Western Ukraine and 
served his people as their spiritual leader until 
his last days, he spent more than half his life 
outside his native land, including 33 years in 
the United States. 

Cardinal Lubachivsky left Ukraine in 1938 
as a young priest to study in Austria. After the 
Second World War, he came to America 
where he spent more than twenty years serv-
ing as assistant pastor at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Cleveland’s 
Tremont neighborhood. There he celebrated 
mass, presided over the marriages of happy 
couples, baptized their newly-born infants and 
spoke the final words over the graves of thou-
sands of his parishioners. He even drove the 
school bus for children attending the parish 
grade school. This scholarly, yet humble man 
seemed content to serve God and his fellow 
Ukrainian-Americans in this quiet, unassuming 
way when unexpectedly he was elevated to be 
Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia. In 
1980, he moved to the Vatican and in 1984, 
became worldwide head of the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church following the death of 
the saintly Cardinal Joseph Slipy. 

Joseph Slipy had become the head of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in 1944 
when Western Ukraine was incorporated into 
the Soviet Union. Prior to that, Western 
Ukraine had been part of the Austrian Empire 
and Poland. Almost immediately, the Soviet 
Secret Police started carrying out Stalin’s 
order to liquidate the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church. The entire clergy was either arrested 
or forced to renounce their faith. Most declined 
to do so and ended up in Siberia or were shot. 
Archbishop-Metropolitan Slipy spent 17 years 
in labor camps until Pope John XXIII finally 
negotiated his release in 1963. As a cardinal 
of the Catholic Church, Joseph Slipy went to 

work rebuilding his church in the underground 
in Ukraine and in places like Cleveland, Ohio 
where Myroslav Lubachivsky served as assist-
ant pastor. 

In 1991 with the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, His Eminence Myroslav Lubachivsky, a 
Cardinal and a U.S. citizen, returned in tri-
umph to the city of Lviv to preside over the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and its historic St. 
George’s Cathedral. ‘‘This native church of 
mine was resurrected and rose from the 
grave,’’ he said at the time. Tens of thousands 
of Ukrainian Catholics, many weeping and 
singing hymns, lined the streets to greet their 
Cardinal and Archbishop-Metropolitan. 

Cardinal Myroslav Lubachivsky had one of 
the most extraordinary and fulfilling lives that 
spanned nearly the entire 20th Century. He 
served through some of the most difficult peri-
ods of that turbulent era and he lived to see 
his faith and the faith of millions of his parish-
ioners rewarded with the restoration of his 
church, which not only survived enormous evil, 
but ultimately prevailed over it. I join in paying 
tribute to this great man and offer my condo-
lences to all those in Ohio and throughout the 
world who benefited from his spiritual guid-
ance and leadership and now mourn his pass-
ing. With his entire life a prayer, Cardinal 
Lubachivsky walked in faith and toward the 
light that now shines over people and leaders 
that long for a new tomorrow. May he rest in 
peace.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to honor Dr. Hugh C. Bailey an exceptional cit-
izen from Valdosta, Georgia, on his retirement 
as President of Valdosta State University. 

Dr. Hugh Bailey was first appointed presi-
dent of Valdosta State University in 1978 and 
has served admirably for twenty-two years. As 
a long time educator, Dr. Bailey is currently a 
member of the American History Association, 
American Red Cross, the South Georgia 
Chamber of Commerce, the Georgia Council 
on Economic Education and has served as the 
national president of Pi Gamma Nu. 

Dr. Bailey was born in Berry, Alabama, and 
earned his master’s and doctoral degrees from 
the University of Alabama. Furthermore, Dr. 
Bailey presided over the transformation of Val-
dosta State College into Valdosta State Uni-
versity and he oversaw the growing of Val-
dosta State University to be one of Georgia’s 
two regional universities. I am very proud that 
my daughter, Lia, was in the second of Dr. 
Bailey’s Valdosta State Universities graduating 
classes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Dr. 
Bailey for his dedication to the future of our 
young people. He is an extraordinary citizen, 
and I am proud of his achievements and ac-
complishments, which have done so much to 
improve the lives of so many people in the 
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