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the defense of this country. We should 
fund that first, then decide what to do 
with whatever is left over. That is the 
right and the honorable thing to do. 

That is what we should be doing as a 
Congress. However, Mr. Speaker, if my 
colleagues want offsets, I will give 
them offsets. Our own Committee on 
the Budget released a report saying 
that we waste $19 billion annually on 
major government programs. Mr. 
Speaker, cut that in half and we could 
pay for all the health care we need for 
our military retirees, and then some. 

Furthermore, the projected surplus 
over the next 10 years may be $10 tril-
lion. This bill would cost less than 5 
percent of that amount. Mr. Speaker, 
the money is out there; we just have to 
make a commitment to make it hap-
pen. Do not tell me it cannot be done. 
Of course it can be done. These men 
and women are dying at the rate of 
1,000 per day, and it must be done and 
done soon. 

I urge the House and Senate leader-
ship, the Committee on the Budget, the 
Committee on Ways and Means, Com-
mittee on Appropriations, Committee 
on Government Reform, and the Armed 
Services Committee to put their heads 
together and pass this bill this year. 

Mr. Speaker, during World War II the 
famous Big Red One had a motto: ‘‘The 
difficult we do immediately, the impos-
sible takes just a little longer.’’ 

We need some of that can-do attitude 
here and now in this Congress. We need 
to buckle down and do the right thing 
and keep our promises to the patriots 
of this country. We ask a lot from our 
veterans and our retirees. The least we 
can do is do for them what we told 
them we would do. 
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NATIONAL WOMEN’S HISTORY 
MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor of the House this evening 
to salute the women of this country on 
the first day of National Women’s His-
tory Month. This year is particularly 
special because it marks the 20th anni-
versary of the National Women’s His-
tory Project. 

In my heart and in my mind this oc-
casion is unique because Sonoma Coun-
ty, in my district, is the birthplace of 
the National Women’s History Project, 
the organization responsible for the es-
tablishment of Women’s History 
Month. This year’s theme is ‘‘An Ex-
traordinary Century for Women—Now 
Imagine the Future.’’ 

The Project, as it is known, is a non-
profit educational organization found-
ed in 1980 and committed to providing 
education and resources to recognize 
and celebrate women’s diverse lives 
and historic contributions to society. 

The Project is repeatedly cited by 
educators, publishers, and journalists 
as the national resource for informa-
tion on United States women’s history. 
Thanks to the Project’s efforts, every 
March, boys and girls across the coun-
try recognize and learn about women’s 
struggles and contributions in science, 
in literature, business, politics, and in 
every other endeavor. 

As recently as the 1970s, however, Mr. 
Speaker, women’s history was vir-
tually unknown, left out of school 
books, left out of classroom cur-
riculum. 

In 1978, I was the Chair of the 
Sonoma County Commission on the 
Status of Women. At that time all of 
us involved in the commission were as-
tounded by the lack of focus on women. 
Because of that, we worked together 
with local women to push for aware-
ness. Under the leadership of the chair 
of the commission that followed right 
after me, Mary Ruthsdotter, a group of 
hard-working women in Sonoma Coun-
ty put together a celebration of Inter-
national Women’s Day. That has since 
expanded through the Congress to Na-
tional Women’s History Week and now 
National Women’s History Month. 

Together, the women in my district 
and the Project succeeded in national-
izing awareness of women’s history. As 
word of the celebration’s success 
spread across the country, State De-
partments of Education honored wom-
en’s history week, and within a few 
years, thousands of schools and com-
munities nationwide celebrated Na-
tional Women’s History Week during 
the month of March. 

In 1987, the Project first petitioned 
Congress to expand the national cele-
bration to the entire month of March. 
Due to their efforts, Congress issued a 
resolution declaring the month of 
March to be Women’s History Month. 
Today is the first day of March, the 
first day of the Women’s History 
Month for the year 2000. 

Each year since, nationwide pro-
grams and activities in schools, work-
places, and communities have been de-
veloped to commemorate women’s his-
tory in the national and international 
arena. 

In honor of Women’s History Month, 
I want to praise Mary Ruthsdotter, 
Molly MacGregor, and Bonnie 
Eisenberg who are the birth mothers 
for this very notion. And I want to ac-
knowledge Cindy Burnham, Donna 
Kuhn, Sunny Bristol, Denise Dawe, 
Lisa McLean, Molly Henrikson and 
Kathryn Rankin, the women now at 
the Women’s History Project Office. 
All of these women serve as leaders to 
educate Americans of all ages about 
the contributions of women in our soci-
ety. 

Mr. Speaker, to pay tribute to these 
women’s achievements, I have reserved 
Statuary Hall on Wednesday, March 22. 
Proud mothers and daughters, edu-

cators, activists, historians, and other 
women across the country are invited 
to come to the Capitol to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of women’s history. 

b 1500 
Further, the project has been recog-

nized for outstanding contributions to 
women’s and girls’ education by the 
National Education Association for Di-
versity and Education, by the National 
Association for Multicultural Edu-
cation, and for scholarship service and 
advocacy by the Center for Women’s 
Policy Studies. 

I am truly grateful to all the devoted 
women at the Women’s History Project 
for their continued commitment and 
for making an indelible mark on our 
country. However, Mr. Speaker, we 
still have a long way to go on women’s 
issues. Sadly, America is also poised to 
cede its position as a world leader in 
the international fight against dis-
crimination against women. We need to 
pass CEDAW, the Convention to End 
Discrimination Against All Women. 
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DRUG SMUGGLING ALONG THE 
BORDER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HAYES). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from California 
(Mr. BILBRAY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to speak of Alfredo De La Torre. 
Alfredo has served as the police chief of 
Tijuana-Baja California for the last few 
years. But this Sunday, after leaving 
church services with his family, 
Alfredo decided to do what he always 
does, to drive down to the police sta-
tion to see how the operation was 
working. On the way to the police sta-
tion, Mr. Speaker, Alfredo was at-
tacked and was killed by professional 
hit people that fired almost 100 rounds 
into his car and inflicted 57 bullet 
wounds into his body. 

Now, Alfredo is just one of many in 
Tijuana that have died over the last 
few years. This brutal murder, which 
occurred just a few miles from where I 
live in South San Diego in the Pearl 
Beach area is a reminder to all Ameri-
cans of the sacrifices that are going on 
right now in the drug war. 

In January, there was an attorney 
named Mr. Hernandez who was not as 
lucky as the police chief. This attor-
ney, Mr. Hernandez, who was a former 
judge, had the misfortune of having his 
wife and his son with him when they 
were sprayed with gunfire by the same 
drug and alien-smuggling cartel that 
killed the police chief. 

On April 28 of 1994, another police 
chief in Tijuana was assassinated after 
the cartel publicized that he had 
turned down a bribe from them. This is 
just how blatant it is getting in north-
ern Mexico. 

Not to think, Mr. Speaker, that we 
are insulated from the realities of this 
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