March 1, 2000

In subsection (a) of section 101, add at the
end the following:

(4) ELIMINATION OF THE MARRIAGE PENALTY
IN THE REDUCTION IN PERMITTED CONTRIBU-
TIONS.—Section 530(c)(1) (relating to reduc-
tion in permitted contributions based on ad-
justed gross income) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘$150,000’ in subparagraph
(A)(ii) and inserting ‘‘$190,000”’, and

(B) by striking °$10,000’ in subparagraph
(B) and inserting ‘‘$30,000".

———
BUELL ELEMENTARY SHOOTING

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am sad-
dened to come to the floor this after-
noon to speak about a tragedy that oc-
curred yesterday in my home State of
Michigan.

Yesterday morning, in room No. 6 at
Buell Elementary School in Mount
Morris Township near Flint, a first-
grade student allegedly shot and killed
his young classmate, Kayla Rolland.

We don’t yet know all the facts about
how the first-grader gained access to
the handgun or whether the shooting
was accidental or intentional. We do
know, however, that one girl lost her
young life in this tragedy and the chil-
dren at Buell Elementary are scared
and confused and their parents deeply
concerned.

Although grief counselors and social
workers are at the elementary school
now and will work their hardest to help
these children understand and cope
with the trauma, there is really no
amount of counseling that can replace
the innocence these children have lost.

The class of 22 students who wit-
nessed the shooting is looking for an-
swers and so are most of the rest of us.
How can we make sense of this tragedy
and the apparent relative ease with
which a 6-year-old brought a 32-caliber
semiautomatic handgun to school?

It is impossible to come to terms
with this or any of the other shooting
tragedies in this country that claim
the lives of 12 children on the average
each day. Yet always after a tragedy
such as this one, we ask ourselves if it
could have been prevented. The answer
is a resounding yes. Congress can and
must work to keep guns out of the
hands of children.

It has now been almost 1 year since
the deadly shooting at Columbine and
still Congress has done nothing to help
prevent these school shootings.

Lori Mizzi-Spillane, a Michigan coor-
dinator of the Million Mom March, an
organization advocating for stricter
Federal firearms laws, asks in her
words, “What is it going to take now
for people to wake up?”’

What will it take for us to ‘“‘wake up”’
and pass legislation requiring firearms
to be sold or transferred with storage
or safety devices? What will it take for
us to “wake up” and pass child access
prevention legislation which would re-
quire that adults store firearms safely
and securely in places that are reason-
ably inaccessible to children? To-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

gether, both Houses must enact these
and other commonsense gun safety re-
forms that will keep our young people
alive.

We should also note that the semi-
automatic handgun that was report-
edly used by the 6-year-old is a Satur-
day-night special, or junk gun, manu-
factured by one of the same companies
that recently filed for bankruptcy pro-
tection to evade claims for damages
caused by their product.

Earlier this year, I offered an amend-
ment to the Bankruptcy Reform Act to
prevent gun manufacturers from
tactically using bankruptcy laws to
evade accountability. That amendment
would have held those companies re-
sponsible if they produced unsafe prod-
ucts and distributed those products
negligently. The amendment did not
pass, and the gun industry continues to
be the only industry explicitly exempt-
ed from Federal health and safety regu-
lations. As a result, many of the guns
manufactured today lack even the
most basic kind of safety devices. We
should repeal this privileged position
of gun manufacturers and also require
that all firearms are personalized or
child-proofed so they cannot be fired by
unauthorized users.

I extend my thoughts and my prayers
to Kayla’s family, and I know I do on
behalf of every Member of the Senate.
No family should have to suffer what
this family has suffered in the last 2
days and what they will continue to
suffer as long as they live. We will
work ever harder to reduce the toll of
gun violence for all the children of
America.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

———

CONSERVATION AND
REINVESTMENT ACT

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, most
certainly I hope the cameras can get a
great shot of this beautiful poster. It
says: Parks and recreation: The bene-
fits are endless. This is a picture of a
Little League team. I do not exactly
know from which State they hail, but
it is from one of our great States. This
is a team; and you can tell they are
having a lot of fun.

To me and many of us who are work-
ing on a very important environmental
bill, this poster represents something
that is absolutely essential for our
country today and is something that
has been a joy to work on in this Con-
gress and something on which we are
making such progress.

Besides a great education for kids, we
also have to give them a place to grow
up and ball teams to belong to. It
builds character and it teaches them
how to work together and how to be
productive.

Really, life is a lot about teamwork.
We learn that in the Senate. We learn
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it in classrooms. We also learn it on
ball fields all over this great country
and around the world.

I want to take a moment, if I can, to
say a couple words about a bill intro-
duced last night by a group of us. I
thank Senators TRENT LOTT, FRANK
MURKOWSKI, JOHN BREAUX, and DIANNE
FEINSTEIN for being cosponsors. Sen-
ator EVAN BAYH indicated to me a few
minutes ago he is anxious to join with
us; and also Senator CAMPBELL men-
tioned his interest. I am sure there will
be many who support us as the word
gets out about this particular bill. It is
S. 2123 that was filed. It is the exact
version of a bill that was worked out in
a great compromise in the House about
the ways we should reinvest our oil and
gas revenues to provide for the expan-
sion and full funding of our land,
water, and conservation funds, which
would fund thousands of opportunities
such as this for the children I just men-
tioned.

It would fund significantly our wild-
life conservation programs in this
country, not necessarily dictated from
Washington but actually decisions
made at the State and local levels
where, with regard to game and
nongame species, special methods can
be used; one size doesn’t fit all.

Significant to my State of Louisiana
as a producing State, this particular
bill would provide some significant re-
sources to address the great coastal
needs of Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Texas, but also of New Jersey,
California, Washington, and all of our
coastal States, including our Great
Lakes States. Whether we drill or not—
and there are no incentives for drill-
ing—it will be a great resource to help
restore our coastlines, help stop the
erosion, and help preserve wetlands in
this Nation and our State of Louisiana,
which represents over 60 percent of the
coastal wetlands in the United States,
and 40 percent of the commercial fish-
eries, the habitat of which rests in
these wetlands. So it is a tremendous
treasure.

This bill was introduced along with
others we have before our Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources. I
thank the growing number of Senators
who have stepped up to the plate to try
to help us pass what is arguably the
most important conservation and envi-
ronmental bill in the last 100 years.

To my friends who are concerned
about more acquisition of Federal land,
I will share a few thoughts from DoN
YOUNG, who has been the leader on the
House committee, who has been a
champion of private property rights, a
champion of the outdoors. They joked
earlier today that he carries a knife. I
guess it is OK in the House because he
has one. If worse comes to worst, he
may use it to help get this bill passed.
I think that is probably going too far.
But trust me, he is an outdoorsman
from Alaska; he knows about private
property rights.
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