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SENATE—Monday, March 6, 2000 
The Senate met at 12:02 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore [Mr. THURMOND]. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, sovereign of our be-
loved Nation and gracious Lord of our 
lives, in the ongoing schedule of Senate 
business, we tend to lose one of the 
most precious gifts You offer us: a 
sense of expectancy. As we begin this 
new week, help us to expect great 
things from You and to attempt great 
things for You. We will perform the 
same old duties differently because 
You will have made us different people 
filled with Your love, joy, peace, and 
patience. We commit to You the chal-
lenges and opportunities of the week 
ahead, expecting Your surprises— 
serendipities of Your interventions—to 
work things out. Give us freedom to co-
operate with You. Give us a positive 
attitude towards life because we know 
You will maximize our efforts, assist us 
when dealing with difficult people, and 
help us to care for those in need. Bring 
on life, Lord; filled with Your spirit, we 
are expecting wonderful things to hap-
pen. In Your all-powerful name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable Jeff Sessions, a Sen-
ator from the State of Alabama, led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
able majority leader is recognized. 

Mr. LOTT. I thank the President pro 
tempore. 

f 

THANKING THE PRESIDENT PRO 
TEMPORE AND THE CHAPLAIN 

Mr. LOTT. We thank you for the job 
you do as the President pro tempore 
and the fact that you keep us on time. 
‘‘In time and on time,’’ that is the 
motto for STROM THURMOND. We thank 
the Chaplain for his beautiful prayer as 
always. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. LOTT. Today, the Senate will be 
conducting a period of morning busi-
ness in order to allow Senators to 

make statements and introduce legis-
lation. 

EXTENSION OF MORNING BUSINESS 
I now ask unanimous consent that 

the period of morning business be ex-
tended until 5 p.m. with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. LOTT. As announced last week, 
there will be no rollcall votes in to-
day’s session. In addition, as a re-
minder to all Members, rollcall votes 
may begin as early as 5 p.m. on Tues-
day. Those votes may be in relation to 
any pending judicial nominations on 
the Executive Calendar. For the re-
mainder of the week, the Senate may 
consider further nominations on the 
calendar as well as the FAA reauthor-
ization conference report and the ex-
port administration bill. 

This is the final week of Senate busi-
ness prior to next week’s recess, of 
course, and I would encourage my col-
leagues to remain available throughout 
this week for votes. They will occur 
each day and very likely could go into 
the evening, particularly on Wednesday 
and Thursday. Of course, we have a 
number of Senators who are back in 
their respective States today and to-
morrow because we have some 13 or 15 
States that are having caucuses or pri-
maries on Tuesday, and a number of 
our colleagues will be prepared to vote 
early in their respective States tomor-
row and then be here by 5 o’clock for 
the recorded vote. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ROBERT C. 
BYRD 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, today we 
observe and celebrate a milestone in 
the life of one of our most respected 
colleagues. On Saturday, March 4, Sen-
ator ROBERT C. BYRD became the third 
longest-serving Senator in the history 
of this august body—surpassing the 
service of the venerable and beloved 
John Stennis of my State, who served 
41 years and 2 months. 

This November, Senator BYRD will 
surpass the service of Senator Carl 
Hayden which will mean that we will 
be novices working alongside two of 
the longest-serving Senators in his-
tory. Both of them are here with us 
now—STROM THURMOND and ROBERT 
BYRD. Just think about that. They will 
be the top two in history in tenure, and 
we will be serving with both of them. 

It is more than about tenure, how-
ever, when you talk about STROM 
THURMOND or ROBERT C. BYRD. In the 

case of Senator BYRD, in his 41-plus 
years, colleagues have placed their 
trust in him to hold the highest offices 
in this institution. He was among those 
who were elected to the leadership po-
sitions but also at the committee level. 
He has been both the majority leader 
and the minority leader; he has been 
President pro tempore; and he has 
chaired our Committee on Appropria-
tions. Today he is the ranking Demo-
crat on that very important com-
mittee. 

What he has brought to those posi-
tions has been more than hard work 
and high skills. He has brought a pas-
sion for procedures, an insistence upon 
order. On occasion, he has reminded me 
what the rules are or what order re-
quires. It is always intended to be help-
ful because he believes that the institu-
tion itself is more important than any 
one Senator. 

On occasion, he has regaled the Sen-
ate with a discourse on antiquity and, 
more specifically, the history of Greece 
and Rome and, of course, the Roman 
Senate. Yet when Senator BYRD 
speaks, Senators actually come out of 
the Cloakroom and our offices and lis-
ten, enthralled, to the history that he 
knows and the quotes that he gives 
from memory. He has inspired us many 
times both in the antiquity that he 
talks about and also the very great 
personal stories that he tells and the 
quotations. I remember he had a quote 
when I had a grandson born a year and 
a half ago about the beauty of being a 
grandparent, and it was just one of the 
most beautiful things I have ever heard 
on the floor of the Senate, maybe not 
so much as to who had said it, or how 
he was saying it, but who he was say-
ing it about. He did a beautiful job. 

He speaks of great historic events 
and he quotes from the Bible. And yet 
he has spoken personally, humanly, 
about the wonders of life, and even to 
being the owner of a wonderful dog 
named Billy, in such a way that has 
brought tears to our eyes. Having seen 
‘‘My Dog, Skip’’ just this past week-
end, I know sometimes the beauty of 
an animal or dog in your family will 
bring tears quicker than anything per-
haps. 

In today’s world, where anything 
older than a decade is considered an-
cient, his knowledge of the classical 
world is truly extraordinary, and his 
insistence that its somber lessons are 
relevant to our own times is truly so-
bering. 

In seasons of turmoil, it is the Sen-
ate’s role to give the Nation the reas-
surance of stability and endurance. 
That is what the framers of our Con-
stitution intended when they devised 
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an upper Chamber that would be a 
steady anchor against the wild winds of 
public passion and hasty action. 

Senator BYRD’s magnificent address-
es on the history of the Senate chron-
icle the work of Senators—whether re-
nowned or obscure—who have toiled in 
this body for causes larger than their 
own advancement, both here in this 
room and in the old Chamber where the 
Senate did its work until 1859. 

Senator BYRD’s personal heroes, such 
as Richard Russell of Georgia, have 
pursued duty rather than passing 
glory, and in the process won for them-
selves a lasting remembrance in the 
annals of representative democracy. 

Because of my own southern back-
ground and because of Senator BYRD’s 
comments over the years, things he has 
noted about Senator Russell, I have 
gone back and read some of the history 
of this great Senator. It was inter-
esting to me to note that others indi-
cated he surely could have been the 
majority leader. Clearly, he could have 
assumed any role he wanted in the Sen-
ate. But he chose not to do that. He 
chose instead to be chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee, chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee, to be 
involved in everything that happened 
in the Senate. He was truly a unique 
Senator in many ways. 

Today, we celebrate and stand in re-
spectful witness to the history that 
ROBERT BYRD is making as the Senator 
from West Virginia who, for 41 years 
and 2 months, has pursued duty rather 
than passing glory for causes larger 
than his own advancement. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada. 
f 

SENATE PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the 
majority leader leaves the floor, I 
would like to direct a couple of com-
ments to him. I hope the majority lead-
er saw what happened last week. After 
some work, we had a bill before the 
Senate that was almost open. The edu-
cation savings bill allowed all amend-
ments dealing with taxation, amend-
ments dealing with education, and we 
threw in a few other amendments as 
part of the unanimous consent agree-
ment. I might add, I think what hap-
pened last week was exemplary as how 
the Senate should operate. 

There were no quorum calls, or if 
there were some, they were momentary 
in nature. When an amendment was of-
fered, it was debated; there were no dil-
atory tactics. Even though the minor-
ity did not like the bill that was before 
the Senate, I think we proceeded, 
showing our good faith that we can 
work on legislation and move things 
along. In fact, regarding the one 
amendment we added, the Wellstone 
amendment we had a time agreement 
on it, and I think that amendment was 

the one of several amendments that 
was agreed to. There may have been 
only one other. 

The point I am making to the major-
ity leader is I hope the majority would 
allow more business to come before the 
Senate in the same manner because I 
think, while it wasn’t necessary to 
show our good faith, the minority 
showed we can move legislation and 
move it quite rapidly. That bill had 
scores of amendments, more Demo-
cratic amendments than Republican 
amendments, but I repeat: We moved 
that bill well, and I think we showed 
how the Senate should really operate. 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if the Sen-
ator will yield, I noted late Thursday 
night that I was very much impressed 
and pleased with the way that legisla-
tion went through the Senate and that 
we were able to get to conclusion. I 
made a particular note of the fine work 
the Senator from Nevada did, helping 
keep Members focused on the issue at 
hand, the issue before us, and also re-
ducing the number of amendments and 
helping make it possible for us to com-
plete that bill on Thursday night. 

I have to say the Senator, since he 
has been elected as the whip, assistant 
Democratic leader, has made a dif-
ference in our ability to complete im-
portant legislation. I think that was an 
example of how we can proceed. That 
was a good bill that had bipartisan sup-
port. I know a lot in the minority did 
not like it but several in the minority 
did vote for it because it wound up get-
ting 61 votes, which means even if it 
got every Republican—and I didn’t 
check to see if every one voted for it, 
but probably at least a half dozen 
Democrats also voted for it. 

It is a good example of how we can 
proceed. Amendments were agreed to 
that were related to education, related 
to tax policy on education, and a cou-
ple of amendments such as the 
Wellstone amendment were not di-
rectly related, but Senators had some-
thing they wanted to offer. We were 
given an opportunity to take a look at 
the Wellstone amendment and basi-
cally said, sure, we can agree to that. 
But it did not become just flypaper to 
attach every amendment Senators 
could come up with. We did not get off 
into a lot of extraneous debate. Most of 
the week was spent focused on edu-
cation and education tax policy, and 
that is the way we would like it to pro-
ceed. 

It seemed to me the week before last 
that we were not going to be able to 
proceed, and we were going to have to 
go to cloture, which I always prefer not 
to do. I prefer to go forward without 
long debate and delay by amendments. 
But if I am given the impression, or 
told, in effect, we are going to offer all 
kinds of extraneous amendments, I 
have to look for some way to bring it 
to conclusion and get a final vote. That 
is why I filed cloture the end of the 
week, the previous week. 

Then, on Monday morning, Senator 
DASCHLE called and said he thought 
that basically the parameters of the 
unanimous consent request we had of-
fered were fair, but there were some 
Senators who still thought they had 
other issues they would like addressed. 
But he thought maybe we could work 
on it that morning—I believe it was 
Monday morning; it may have been 
Tuesday morning—but we could work 
through it and get a fair agreement. As 
a matter of fact, by noon that day we 
had done so. 

So I hope this will be the procedure 
we can use in the future. We may have 
the opportunity to see if we can do 
that even this very week because I 
have been urging and pushing Senators 
to come to an agreement on how to 
proceed on the Export Administration 
Act. This is something we need to do. 
This is something people who are in 
the export business want to get clari-
fied. We have not had an export law on 
the books since the one that was 
passed in 1979. My goodness, in this 
area of export of technology, for in-
stance, it changes weekly, let alone an-
nually. We clearly need to do this. I 
think the concept of this bill is some-
thing the administration generally 
supports. It came out of committee 
unanimously. 

There are some legitimate concerns 
from members of the Armed Services 
Committee, the Foreign Relations 
Committee, the Government Affairs 
Committee, and the Intelligence Com-
mittee about how do we deal with na-
tional security issues; how can we 
carve out national security issues; how 
can we make sure it is not a unilateral 
decision made by the Commerce De-
partment; and how are the State De-
partment and Defense Department 
going to be involved. 

But a lot of work is being done on 
that. I am hoping we can go forward on 
that bill Tuesday or Wednesday of this 
week and find a way to complete it. 
But we will not be able to do it unless 
we find cooperation on both sides of 
the aisle, and I hope maybe the edu-
cation bill can be an example we can 
follow. It may even be easier in this 
case because I think there is actually 
broader bipartisan support. 

So I appreciate what Senator REID 
had to say. I agree with it. I hope that 
is the example we can use as we go for-
ward this year. We have a lot of work. 
In spite of distractions, in spite of elec-
tions, we still have work to do for the 
American people. It is important we 
find a way to do that for the best inter-
ests of our country. 

I thank Senator REID for his con-
tribution in that effort. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to the 
leader, I think we should be given even 
more leeway. I think we can get a lot 
more done. I don’t think, on legisla-
tion, there would be the disaster that 
the leader believes. But I think we 
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