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a just peace with the leadership of the
Chechen government led by President Aslan
Maskhadov;

(B) provided full and unimpeded access
into and around Chechnya to international
missions to monitor and report on the situa-
tion there and to investigate alleged atroc-
ities and war crimes;

(C) granted international humanitarian
agencies immediate full and unimpeded ac-
cess to Chechen civilians, including those in
refugee, detention, and so-called ‘‘filtration
camps’’ or any other facility where citizens
of Chechnya are detained; and

(D) investigated fully the atrocities com-
mitted in Chechnya including those alleged
in Alkhan-Yurt and Grozny, and initiated
prosecutions against officers and soldiers ac-
cused of those atrocities.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 270—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
MARCH 11, 2000, AS ‘‘NATIONAL
GIRL SCOUT WEEK’’

Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, reported the following
original resolution; which was placed
on the calendar:

S. RES. 270

Whereas March 12, 2000, is the 88th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Girl Scouts of the
United States of America;

Whereas on March 16, 1950, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America became the
first national organization for girls to be
granted a Federal charter by Congress;

Whereas through annual reports required
to be submitted to Congress by its charter,
the Girl Scouts of the United States of
America regularly informs Congress of its
progress and program initiatives;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America is dedicated to inspiring
girls and young women with the highest
ideals of character, conduct, and service to
others so that they may become model citi-
zens in their communities;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America offers girls aged 5 through
17 a variety of opportunities to develop
strong values and life skills and provides a
wide range of activities to meet girls’ inter-
ests and needs;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America has a membership of near-
ly 3,000,000 girls and over 900,000 adult volun-
teers, and is one of the preeminent organiza-
tions in the United States committed to
girls growing strong in mind, body, and spir-
it; and

Whereas by fostering in girls and young
women the qualities on which the strength
of the United States depends, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America, for 88 years,
has significantly contributed to the advance-
ment of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates the week beginning March

11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week’’; and
(2) requests the President to issue a procla-

mation designating the week beginning
March 11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout
Week’’ and calling on the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

SENATE RESOLUTION 271—RE-
GARDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION IN THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA

By Mr. WELLSTONE (for himself,
Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, and Mr. BROWNBACK) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 271

Whereas the annual meeting of the United
Nations Commission on Human Rights in Ge-
neva, Switzerland, provides a forum for dis-
cussing human rights and expressing inter-
national support for improved human rights
performance;

Whereas in 1999, the Senate passed Senate
Resolution 45 urging the United States to in-
troduce and make all necessary efforts to
pass a resolution condemning human rights
practices of the Government of the People’s
Republic of China at the annual meeting of
the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights in Geneva, Switzerland;

Whereas the United States thereafter in-
troduced a resolution condemning human
rights practices of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China at the annual
meeting of the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland;

Whereas this resolution was kept off the
agenda of the full Commission by a ‘‘no-ac-
tion’’ motion of the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, had no cosponsors,
and received little support from European
and other industrialized nations and did not
pass;

Whereas, according to the Department of
State and international human rights orga-
nizations, the human rights record of the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China has deteriorated sharply over the past
year and authorities of the People’s Republic
of China continue to commit widespread and
well-documented human rights abuses in
China;

Whereas such abuses stem from an intoler-
ance of dissent and fear of civil unrest on the
part of authorities in the People’s Republic
of China and from a failure to adequately en-
force laws in the People’s Republic of China
that protect basic freedoms;

Whereas such abuses violate internation-
ally accepted norms of conduct enshrined by
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China has
signed the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, but has yet to take the
necessary steps to make it legally binding;

Whereas authorities in the People’s Repub-
lic of China have recently escalated efforts
to extinguish expressions of protest or criti-
cism and have detained scores of citizens as-
sociated with attempts to organize a legal
democratic opposition, as well as religious
leaders, academics, and members of minority
groups;

Whereas these efforts underscore that the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China continues to commit serious human
rights abuses that must be condemned; and

Whereas the United States will again in-
troduce a resolution condemning human
rights practices of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China at the annual
meeting of the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland, on
March 20, 2000: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That (a) the Senate supports the
decision of the Administration to introduce
a resolution at the 56th Session of the United

Nations Human Rights Commission in Gene-
va, Switzerland, calling upon the People’s
Republic of China to end its human rights
abuses.

(b) It is the sense of the Senate that the
United States should make every effort nec-
essary to pass such a resolution, including
through initiating high level contact be-
tween the Administration and representa-
tives of the European Union and other gov-
ernments, and ensuring that the resolution
be placed on the full United Nations Human
Rights Commission’s agenda by aggressively
enlisting support for the resolution and so-
liciting cosponsorship of it by other govern-
ments.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President,
today I am offering a resolution in sup-
port of the President’s decision to in-
troduce a China resolution at the an-
nual meeting of the UN Human Rights
Commission in Geneva on March 20th
and urging the President to make
every effort necessary to pass it. This
important resolution calls on China to
end its human rights abuses.

The President must ensure that this
resolution be placed on the agenda of
the full Human Rights Commission. He
must enlist support for this resolution
by other governments, especially by
the European Union, and get them to
cosponsor it. Year after year China has
used a parliamentary tactic known as a
‘‘no-action’’ motion so that resolutions
condemning its human rights abuses
are struck down before they are even
placed on the agenda of the full Com-
mission. We must not allow this to
happen this year.

Last year the Senate passed a resolu-
tion urging the United States to intro-
duce a resolution condemning China’s
human rights practices at the 1999 Ge-
neva meeting. Although the adminis-
tration introduced a resolution, it was
kept off the agenda of the full Commis-
sion by a ‘‘no-action’’ motion of China.
It had no co-sponsors and received lit-
tle support from European and other
industrialized nations. The resolution
did not pass because it didn’t even
come up.

This year the President announced in
January his decision to again intro-
duce a resolution in Geneva con-
demning China’s human rights prac-
tices. According to the Administration
the goal of the resolution is to ‘‘shine
an international spotlight directly on
China’s human rights practices’’
through ‘‘international action.’’ But,
as of today, there has been little inter-
national action. The resolution still
has no co-sponsors.

When President Clinton formally
delinked trade and human rights in
1994, he pledged, on the record, that the
US would ‘‘step up its efforts, in co-
operation with other states, to insist
that the United Nations Human Rights
Commission pass a resolution dealing
with the serious human rights abuses
in China.’’ While the U.S. has claimed
an intention at least to speak out on
human rights, the substance of US-
China relations—trade, military con-
tacts, high level summits—go foward
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