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while Chinese leaders continue to
crack down on dissidents throughout
the country of over one billion.

The Chinese government continues to
commit widespread abuses and has
taken actions that flagrantly violate
the commitment it has made to respect
internationally-recognized human
rights. Just this week Mary Richard-
son, the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, announced that she is
deeply concerned about the deteriora-
tion in China’s human rights practices.
Mr. Shen Guofang, China’s Deputy
Representative at the United Nations
said, ‘‘China now has the best human
rights situation in its history.”’” This is
unbelievable. Is the current system the
best China has to offer its own citi-
zens? If this is so, this issue will re-
main a point of contention between
China and the international commu-
nity.

In January, China convicted two of
the last leaders of the Chinese Democ-
racy Party. These disgraceful arrests
were part of a further crackdown by
the government on efforts to form the
country’s first opposition party. The
arrests worked—they effectively oblit-
erated the Party. But those fighting
for democracy in China have not for-
gotten those they have lost, and they
continue to fight.

Chinese authorities blocked the de-
livery of foreign donations to help the
families of people killed in the crack-
down on the Tiananmen student de-
mocracy movement. Mr. Lu Wenhe, a
Chinese citizen who has lived in the US
for twenty years, was detained in Bei-
jing on his way to meet a woman whose
17-year-old son was shot dead by sol-
diers in 1989. Mr. Lu was forced to sign
over his check to an officer of the
Shanghai State Security Bureau. Do-
nors stopped payment on the check but
Chinese authorities continued to har-
ass Mr. Lu’s parents in Shanghai to
come up with the money or risk losing
their apartment and car.

And China continues to limit free-
dom of information. In January Chi-
nese authorities arrested a scholar
from Pennsylvania. Mr. Song, a librar-
ian at Dickinson College and a scholar
of China’s cultural revolution, was for-
mally charged with ‘‘the purchase and
illegal provision of intelligence to for-
eigners.” He was held for over four
months. The ‘‘intelligence’ that he is
charged with possessing were docu-
ments that were already published as
part of a collection of historical mate-
rials relating to the Cultural Revolu-
tion. Nothing could better illustrate
the Chinese authorities’ determination
to suppress history or thought than the
arrest of a scholar engaged in histor-
ical research.

Since September, Beijing has ar-
rested thousands of practitioners of
Falun Gong and Zhong Gong, both pop-
ular spiritual movements, whose
threats to the regime are that they are

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

not under the Party’s control. Presi-
dent Zemin announced in January that
crushing the Falum Gong movement
was one of the ‘‘three major political
struggles’ of 1999.

The Department of State’s 1999 Coun-
try Reports on Human Rights Practices
details an extraordinary amount of
human rights violations. In October a
Falum Gong practitioner in Shandong
died from being beaten while in police
custody. The official media reported
she had died from a heart attack. Ac-
cording to Chinese authorities, two
others who died in police custody
jumped from a moving train. In March
the Western press reported a 1997 case
in which police executed four farmers
in rural China over a monetary dis-
pute.

The arrested dissidents and their
courageous supporters deserve our full
backing, and the administration’s, in
their historic struggle to bring democ-
racy to China. In light of China’s still
deteriorating human rights record, I
urge the administration to make all ef-
forts necessary to pass its resolution in
Geneva. Past experience has dem-
onstrated that, when the United States
has applied sustained pressure, the Chi-
nese authorities have responded in
ways that signal their willingness to
engage on the issue of human rights.
This pressure needs to be exercised
now.

By ensuring that this resolution be
placed on the agenda of the full Human
Rights Commission, and enlisting sup-
port of the resolution and soliciting co-
sponsors of it by other governments,
the United States can truly ‘‘shine an
international spotlight directly on Chi-
na’s human rights practices’ through
“international action,” and not just
pay it lip service. The US must dem-
onstrate its true commitment to secur-
ing China’s adherence to human rights
standards.

It is time for the United States to
provide the leadership on which the
people of China depend. We must take
action to get this important resolution
passed. The UN Human Rights Com-
mission is the major international
body which oversees the human rights
conditions of all states. Getting this
resolution placed on the agenda of the
full Human Rights Commission will
foster substantive debate on human
rights in China and Tibet.

As Americans, we must take action
and lead the international effort to
condemn the human rights situation in
China and Tibet. I hope my colleagues
will join me in passing this resolution.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 272—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT THE UNITED

STATES SHOULD REMAIN AC-
TIVELY ENGAGED IN SOUTH-
EASTERN EUROPE TO PROMOTE
LONG-TERM PEACE, STABILITY,
AND PROSPERITY; CONTINUE TO
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSE THE BRU-
TAL REGIME OF SLOBODAN
MILOSEVIC WHILE SUPPORTING
THE EFFORTS OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC OPPOSITION; AND FULLY
IMPLEMENT THE STABILITY
PACT

Mr. VOINOVICH submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REs. 272

Whereas the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation’s (NATO’s) March 24, 1999 through
June 10, 1999 bombing of the Federal Repub-
lic of Yugoslavia focused the attention of the
international community on southeastern
Europe;

Whereas the international community, in
particular the United States and the Euro-
pean Union, made a commitment at the con-
clusion of the bombing campaign to inte-
grate southeastern Europe into the broader
European community;

Whereas there is an historic opportunity
for the international community to help the
people of southeastern Europe break the
cycle of violence, retribution, and revenge
and move towards respect for minority
rights, establishment of the rule of law, and
the further development of democratic gov-
ernments;

Whereas the Stability Pact was established
in July 1999 with the goal of promoting co-
operation among the countries of south-
eastern Europe, with a focus on long-term
political stability and peace, security, de-
mocratization, and economic reconstruction
and development;

Whereas the effective implementation of
the Stability Pact is important to the long-
term peace and stability in the region;

Whereas the people and Government of the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
have a positive record of respect for minority
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions since independence;

Whereas the people of Croatia have re-
cently elected leaders that respect minority
rights, the rule of law, and democratic tradi-
tions;

Whereas positive developments in the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and
the Republic of Croatia will clearly indicate
to the people of Serbia that economic
progress and integration into the inter-
national community is only possible if
Milosevic is removed from power; and

Whereas the Republic of Slovenia con-
tinues to serve as a model for the region as
it moves closer to European Union and
NATO membership: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes the tide of democratic change
in southeastern Europe, particularly the free
and fair elections in Croatia, and the re-
gional cooperation taking place under the
umbrella of the Stability Pact;

(2) recognizes that in this trend, the re-
gime of Slobodan Milosevic is ever more an
anomaly, the only government in the region
not democratically elected, and an obstacle
to peace and neighborly relations in the re-
gion;
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(3) expresses its sense that the United
States cannot have normal relations with
Belgrade as long as the Milosevic regime is
in power;

(4) views Slobodan Milosevic as a brutal in-
dicted war criminal, responsible for immeas-
urable bloodshed, ethnic hatred, and human
rights abuses in southeastern Europe in re-
cent years;

(5) considers international sanctions an es-
sential tool to isolate the Milosevic regime
and promote democracy, and urges the Ad-
ministration to intensify, focus, and expand
those sanctions that most effectively target
the regime and its key supporters;

(6) supports strongly the efforts of the Ser-
bian people to establish a democratic gov-
ernment and endorses their call for early,
free, and fair elections;

(7) looks forward to establishing a normal
relationship with a new democratic govern-
ment in Serbia, which will permit an end to
Belgrade’s isolation and the opportunity to
restore the historically friendly relations be-
tween the Serbian and American people;

(8) expresses the readiness of the Senate,
once there is a democratic government in
Serbia, to review conditions for Serbia’s full
reintegration into the international commu-
nity;

(9) expresses its readiness to assist a future
democratic government in Serbia to build a
democratic, peaceful, and prosperous soci-
ety, based on the same principle of respect
for international obligations, as set out by
the Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE) and the United Na-
tions, which guide the relations of the
United States with other countries in south-
eastern Europe;

(10) calls upon the United States and other
Western democracies to publicly announce
and demonstrate to the Serbian people the
magnitude of assistance they could expect
after democratization; and

(11) recognizes the progress in democratic
and market reform made by Montenegro,
which can serve as a model for Serbia, and
urges a peaceful resolution of political dif-
ferences over the abrogation of Montenegro’s
rights under the federal constitution.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 273—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK BEGINNING
MARCH 11, 2000, AS ‘“NATIONAL
GIRL SCOUT WEEK”

Mrs. HUTCHISON (for herself, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. HATCH, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
WARNER, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. BOND, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. SMITH of Oregon, Mr.
HELMS, Mr. MURKOWSKI, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
DOMENICI, and Ms. COLLINS) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 273

Whereas March 12, 2000, is the 88th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Girl Scouts of the
United States of America;

Whereas on March 16, 1950, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America became the
first national organization for girls to be
granted a Federal charter by Congress;

Whereas through annual reports required
to be submitted to Congress by its charter,
the Girl Scouts of the United States of
America regularly informs Congress of its
progress and program initiatives;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America is dedicated to inspiring
girls and young women with the highest
ideals of character, conduct, and service to
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others so that they may become model citi-
zens in their communities;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America offers girls aged 5 through
17 a variety of opportunities to develop
strong values and life skills and provides a
wide range of activities to meet girls’ inter-
ests and needs;

Whereas the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America has a membership of near-
1y 3,000,000 girls and over 900,000 adult volun-
teers, and is one of the preeminent organiza-
tions in the United States committed to
girls growing strong in mind, body, and spir-
it; and

Whereas by fostering in girls and young
women the qualities on which the strength
of the United States depends, the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America, for 88 years,
has significantly contributed to the advance-
ment of the United States: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week beginning March
11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout Week”’; and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation designating the week beginning
March 11, 2000, as ‘‘National Girl Scout
Week” and calling on the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

——————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

RECOGNIZING THE PLIGHT OF THE
TIBETAN PEOPLE AND CALLING
FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATION BE-
TWEEN CHINA AND THE DALAI
LAMA

MACK AMENDMENT NO. 2884

Mr. GRAMS (for Mr. MACK) proposed
an amendment to the resolution (S.
Res. 60) recognizing the plight of the
Tibetan people on the fortieth anniver-
sary of Tibet’s attempt to restore its
independence and calling for serious
negotiations between China and the
Dalai Lama to achieve a peaceful solu-
tion to the situation in Tibet; as fol-
lows:

On page 3, strike lines 2 through 16 and in-
sert the following:

(1) March 10, 2000 should be recognized as
the Tibetan Day of Commemoration in sol-
emn remembrance of those Tibetans who
sacrificed, suffered, and died during the
Lhasa uprising, and in affirmation of the in-
herent rights of the Tibetan people to deter-
mine their own future; and

(2) March 10, 2000 should serve as an occa-
sion to renew calls by the President, Con-
gress, and other United States Government
officials on the Government of the People’s
Republic of China to enter into serious nego-
tiations with the Dalai Lama or his rep-
resentatives until such a time as a peaceful
solution, satisfactory to both sides, is
achieved.

In the preamble, strike all the whereas
clauses and insert the following:

Whereas during the period of 1949-1950, the
newly established communist govenment of
the People’s Republic of China sent an army
to invade Tibet;

Whereas the Tibetan army was ill equipped
and outnumbered, and the People’s Libera-
tion Army overwhelmed Tibetan defenses;
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Whereas, on May 23, 1951, a delegation sent
from the capital city of Lhasa to Peking to
negotiate with the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China was forced under du-
ress to accept a Chinese-drafted 17-point
agreement that incorporated Tibet into
China but promised to preserve Tibetan po-
litical, cultural, and religious institutions;

Whereas during the period of 1951-1959, the
failure of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China to uphold guarantees to au-
tonomy contained in the 17-Point Agreement
and the imposition of socialist reforms re-
sulted in widespread oppression and bru-
tality;

Whereas on March 10, 1959, the people of
Lhasa, fearing for the life of the Dalai Lama,
surrounded his palace, organized a perma-
nent guard, and called for the withdrawal of
the Chinese from Tibet and the restoration
of Tibet’s independence;

Whereas on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama
escaped in disguise during the night after
two mortar shells exploded within the walls
of his palace and, before crossing the Indian
border into exile two weeks later, repudiated
the 17-Point Agreement;

Whereas during the ‘‘Lhasa uprising”’
begun on March 10, 1959, Chinese statistics
estimate 87,000 Tibetans were Kkilled, ar-
rested, or deported to labor camps, and only
a small percentage of the thousands who at-
tempted to escape to India survived Chinese
military attacks, malnutrition, cold, and
disease;

Whereas for the past forty years, the Dalai
Lama has worked in exile to find ways to
allow Tibetans to determine the future sta-
tus of Tibet and was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize for his efforts in 1989;

Whereas it is the policy of the United
States to support substantive dialogue be-
tween the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Dalai Lama or his
representatives;

Whereas the State Department’s 1999 Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices finds
that ‘“‘Chinese government authorities con-
tinued to commit serious human rights
abuses in Tibet, including instances of tor-
ture, arbitrary arrest, detention without
public trial, and lengthy detention of Ti-
betan nationalists for peacefully expressing
their political or religious views.”’;

Whereas President Jiang Zemin pointed
out in a press conference with President
Clinton on June 27, 1997, that if the Dalai
Lama recognizes that Tibet is an inalienable
part of China and Taiwan is a province of
China, then the door to negotiate is open;

Whereas all efforts by the U.S. and private
parties to enable the Dalai Lama to find a
negotiated solution have failed;

Whereas the Dalai Lama has specifically
stated that he is not seeking independence
and is committed to finding a negotiated so-
lution within the framework enunciated by
Deng Xiaoping in 1979; and

Whereas China has signed but failed to rat-
ify the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights: Now, therefore, be it

Amend the title of the resolution to read
as follows: ‘‘Recognizing the plight of the Ti-
betan people on the forty-first anniversary of
Tibet’s 1959 Lhasa uprising and calling for
serious negotiations between China and the
Dalai Lama to achieve a peaceful solution to
the situation in Tibet.”.
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