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that Colombia is only 4 hours away by
plane and can be reached by a car or
truck, it becomes that much more im-
portant for us to help the country fight
the narco-terrorists. The drugs which
enter the United States each day from
Colombia are far more of a threat to
our national security than any Com-
munist regime in Southeast Asia.

MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
last week the Republican majority and
the Democratic minority passed with
no negative votes the removal of caps
on the Social Security earnings. But it
seems the Republican majority did not
learn how to pass legislation on a bi-
partisan basis. Today we have a Frank-
enstein piece of legislation. None of the
parts fit together. Even the names do
not fit. Bipartisan legislation should be
what is on this floor, but instead we
have a budget-busting tax cut that
does not even help small business.

I support a minimum-wage increase.
The Republican proposal falls short of
meeting the needs of the American
family. The Republican leadership is
more willing to push a budget-busting,
debt-increasing $123 billion tax cut
that will go to the top 1 percent than
to help American small business with a
reasonable tax cut.

We are presently enjoying one of the
strongest economies ever, but the bene-
fits are not flowing fairly to both the
working people but also to the small
business. We need to bring legislation
to this floor that provides a real pay
increase and a tax package that is sen-
sible and responsible, not one that is
just going to increase our debt. Hope-
fully, we will see the error of our ways
and reject this Frankenstein piece of
legislation.

——

KILL THE DEATH TAX

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, we have
all experienced the loss of a loved one.
It is a time when family and friends
come together to console each other in
an effort to ease the sorrow. Unfortu-
nately, it is also a time when the cal-
lous Federal tax collector comes
knocking. Today when someone dies,
the Federal Government assesses a tax
of up to 55 percent on the value of their
estate. As a result, approximately 70
percent of family-owned businesses and
small farms are not passed on to the
next generation, another loss that the
grieving family and American society
as a whole must endure.

But today, Mr. Speaker, we have the
opportunity to ease this unfair burden.
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The Wage and Employment Growth
Act reduces the top estate tax from 55
percent down to 50 by 2002 and will fur-
ther reduce all rates by 1 percent in the
years 2003 and 2004. Mr. Speaker, 77 per-
cent of the American public believes
the death tax is unfair and should be
repealed. This will be one loss that the
American family will not grieve for.

——————

LEAVE “TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL”
ON TELEVISION

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans signed
petitions to have the popular TV show
“Touched by an Angel’ removed from
television. They want it canceled. They
said, quote-unquote, ‘It refers too
much to God.” Unbelievable. But just
turn on the TV. Murder, rape, ter-
rorism, graphic depiction of sex. Beam
me up, Mr. Speaker. Mass murder is
okay, but God is offensive? I think it is
time, ladies and gentlemen, for Con-
gress to tell these petitioners to leave
God and “Touched by an Angel’” alone.
Leave it on TV.

I yield back all the sex, drugs, and
murder on television.

————
RELIEF FROM THE DEATH TAX

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, when someone in a family
dies, the whole family necessarily goes
through a very painful experience. Los-
ing a loved one is difficult enough, but
unfortunately the Government makes
it even tougher. This is because of the
death tax. Today when someone dies,
the Federal Government assesses a tax
of up to 55 percent on the value of his
or her estate. This makes it nearly im-
possible for farmers to pass on the fam-
ily farm to their children or for a small
business owners to pass on their life’s
work to their children. This is ridicu-
lous. Mr. Speaker, Americans should
not have to visit both the IRS and the
undertaker on the same day. We need
to give Americans relief from the death
tax. This week we are voting on the
Small Business Tax Fairness Act which
would lessen the tax bite families feel
when a loved one passes away. This is
the right thing to do. I hope my col-
leagues will join me in helping give the
American people relief from the death
tax.

E—
SKYROCKETING FUEL PRICES

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, fuel
prices are skyrocketing through the
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roof while Congress and the adminis-
tration sit and twiddle their thumbs
mumbling platitudes about waiting for
the free market to work. I have got a
news flash for the President, the Sec-
retary of Energy and my colleagues
that do not want to do anything.

There is no free market in oil. The
huge o0il conglomerates secretly con-
spire against consumers to drive up oil
prices and the OPEC countries openly
collude to reduce production and create
an artificial shortage. The Justice De-
partment should vigorously investigate
and prosecute the price fixing and anti-
competitive actions by the major oil
companies. And the President as a big
supporter of the WTO and rules-based
trade should file a complaint against
the OPEC nations.

The WTO charter, article 11, says
that they cannot do this. They cannot
artificially depress production. We
should file a complaint and collect
hundreds of millions of dollars in dam-
ages levied through the WTO organiza-
tion. If the administration is willing to
use the full force and credibility of the
Government on behalf of a single ba-
nana exporter with no export produc-
tion in the United States, then they
should certainly act on behalf of U.S.
consumers who are being gouged by
OPEC and other oil-producing nations.

———

ADDRESSING THE DEATH TAX

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, with the
economy strong and our government
taking in budget surpluses, the time
has come to address some nagging fair-
ness issues in our Tax Code. The House
has already done that twice this year
by passing relief from the marriage tax
penalty and voting to end the Social
Security earnings limit.

Now the time has come to address
another unfair provision in our Tax
Code, the death tax. Today, when a per-
son dies, the Federal Government as-
sesses a tax of up to 55 percent on the
value of his or her estate. Thus, many
Americans, small business owners and
farmers, are unable to pass on their
life’s work to their children. This is to-
tally unfair. Today, the House will be
voting on the Small Business Tax Fair-
ness Act which will deliver relief from
the death tax. This commonsense legis-
lation will make it easier for Ameri-
cans to pass on a small business to the
next generation. We should all support
this bill that will help restore the
American dream to American families.
In fact, we ought to get rid of the un-
fair death tax altogether.

———————

TIME TO INCREASE MINIMUM
WAGE
(Mr. WISE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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