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So the Journal was approved. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
f 
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. CON. RES. 
396 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that my name be 
removed as a cosponsor of House Con-
current Resolution 396. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
OSE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

IVANPAH VALLEY AIRPORT 
PUBLIC LANDS TRANSFER ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 433 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 1695. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1695) to 
provide for the conveyance of certain 
Federal public lands in the Ivanpah 
Valley, Nevada, to Clark County, Ne-
vada, for the development of an airport 
facility, and for other purposes, with 
Mr. LAHOOD in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. HANSEN) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. HANSEN). 

Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume, 
and I rise in support of H.R. 1695, intro-
duced by my colleague, the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS). 

An enormous amount of effort has 
gone into the preparation of this bill, 
and I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS) for 
working so diligently on this bill and 
bringing it to the floor. I do not think 
a lot of my colleagues realize that the 
gentleman from Nevada probably 
knows as much about aviation as any 
Member in the Congress, serving both 
as a military pilot and a commercial 
pilot, as well as the many other accom-
plishments he has had in his life. And 
I commend him on doing an excellent 
job on a piece of legislation that has 
been quite controversial, but which I 
think we now have a meeting of the 
minds on. 

Clark County, Nevada, is the fastest 
growing metropolitan area in the Na-
tion, and its current McCarran Airport, 
located in Las Vegas, is quickly ex-
ceeding capacity. The exorbitant 
growth in development and tourism 
has made the need for another airport 
in the Las Vegas metro area absolutely 
critical. The ever-increasing influx of 
visitors to southern Nevada is over-
running the present airport. Approxi-
mately half of the visitors to Las 
Vegas arrive as passengers at 
McCarran Airport, and that figure will 
continue to climb as the city increas-

ingly becomes an international des-
tination. I have been given to under-
stand that it is now the ninth busiest 
airport in America. 

H.R. 1695 authorizes the sale of Fed-
eral lands to Clark County for the con-
struction of a new airport which will 
serve southern Nevada and the Las 
Vegas Valley. Clark County would pay 
fair market value for 6,500 acres in 
Ivanpah Valley, the proceeds of which 
would be used to purchase and preserve 
environmentally-sensitive areas within 
the State of Nevada. 

The topography and orientation of 
the Ivanpah Valley make it an ideal lo-
cation for an airport. The land is a 
dried-up lakebed, with nothing more 
than an interstate highway and a rail-
road on either side. An airport in this 
valley would be close enough to serve 
the metro area; however, its existence 
will not interfere with the current air-
space needs of McCarran Airport or 
Nellis Air Force Base. 

The environmental impact of this 
airport will be minimal. Nevertheless, 
H.R. 1695 ensures full compliance with 
all of the National Environmental Pro-
tection Act’s provisions prior to oper-
ation of this airport. The airport will 
be located 16 miles away from the Mo-
jave Preserve to avoid interference 
with that area. The Secretary of Trans-
portation will design an airspace man-
agement plan that will avoid, to the 
maximum extent possible, overflights 
of the Mojave Preserve. 

Mr. Chairman, at the appropriate 
time I will be offering an en bloc 
amendment to address the outstanding 
concerns with this legislation. The 
amendment has been agreed to by the 
minority and provides bipartisan sup-
port for this legislation, and I thank 
my staff and the staff of the gentleman 
from Nevada (Mr. GIBBONS) and the mi-
nority for working diligently to work 
out this en bloc amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reiterate my support 
for H.R. 1695 and ask for the endorse-
ment of the Members to provide this 
much-needed improvement to Nevada’s 
infrastructure. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman H.R. 1695 directs the 
conveyance of a substantial tract of 
public lands located near the Mojave 
National Preserve for the development 
of a large commercial airport and re-
lated facilities for the Las Vegas area. 

As reported by the Committee on Re-
sources, H.R. 1695 was a controversial 
measure. The bill was opposed by the 
administration, the environmental 
community, and many Members be-
cause the legislation failed to ade-
quately address the potential environ-
mental impacts, land-use conflicts, and 
administrative problems associated 
with large-scale land conveyance. 
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