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to everyone in this Congress that quick action
is needed now. Mother Nature waits on no
one.

———
A TRIBUTE TO KRISTENE THAL-
MAN—A DEDICATED PUBLIC
SERVANT

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2000

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize a distinguished American, Kristine
Thalman.

She dedicated her career to public service
in city government and she ensured that our
local citizens received the services they ex-
pect from their municipalities.

She has been the Intergovernmental Rela-
tions Director for the City of Anaheim Cali-
fornia, for the last thirteen years of her career.
She retires this month. Her career at Anaheim
has been admired by many of us here in Con-
gress.

| want to take this opportunity to thank Kris
for her assistance to me since | am pleased
to have part of the City of Anaheim in my
Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, | understand that this Thurs-
day is Kris’ birthday and certainly greetings
are also in order at this time.

———

THE ORDEAL OF ANDREI
BABITSKY

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 14, 2000

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, a
small bit of good news has emerged from the
tortured region of Chechnya, where the Rus-
sian military is killing, looting, and terrorizing
the population under the guise of an “anti-ter-
rorism operation.”

Andrei Babitsky, the Radio Liberty cor-
respondent who had disappeared in Chechnya
in early February after Russian authorities had
“exchanged” him to unknown persons in re-
turn for some Russian prisoners of war, has
emerged in Dagestan and is now in Moscow
recuperating from his ordeal. Mr. Babitsky’s
courageous reporting from the besieged city of
Grozny had infuriated Russian military authori-
ties, and he was arrested in mid-January and
charged with “participating in an unlawful
armed formation.”

Prior to his release, Mr. Babitsky had spent
time in the notorious Chernokozovo “filtration”
camp where the Russian military has been de-
taining and torturing Chechens suspected of
aiding the resistance. Following his arrival in
Moscow, Mr. Babitsky provided a harrowing
account of his incarceration at the
Chernokozovo prison, and especially the sav-
age treatment of his fellow prisoners. It is an-
other graphic reminder that for all the fine
words and denials coming out of Moscow, the
Russian military has been conducting a brutal
business that makes a mockery of the Geneva
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Conventions and the code of military conduct
stipulated in the 1994 Budapest Document of
the OSCE.

Mr. Speaker, last month President Clinton
stated that Russia’s Acting President Putin is
a man the United States “can do business
with.” With this in mind, | would suggest for
the RECORD excerpts from Mr. Babitsky’s inter-
view with an NTV reporter in Russia. If Mr.
Putin is aware of the state of affairs at
Chernokozovo and condoning it, | would sub-
mit that our business with Mr. Putin should be
extremely limited. If he is not aware of the
truth, then his authority over Russia is a chi-
mera, and we might better deal with the real
rulers of Russia.

Babitsky’s statement follows:

[From Hero of the Day NTV Program, 7:40
p.m., Feb. 29, 2000]
INTERVIEW WITH RADIO LIBERTY
CORRESPONDENT ANDREI BABITSKY

BABITSKY. On the 16th I tried to leave the
city of Grozny through the settlement of
Staraya Sunzha, a suburb of Grozny which at
the time was divided into two parts. One
part was controlled by federal troops and the
other by the Chechen home guard.

I entered the territory controlled by the
federals and it was there that I was recog-
nized. I was identified as a journalist, I im-
mediately presented my documents. All the
subsequent claims that I was detained as a
person who had to be identified are not quite
clear to me. I had my passports with me, my
accreditation card of a foreign cor-
respondent.

Then I was taken to Khankala. Not what
journalists who had covered the first war re-
garded as Khankala but to an open field.
There was an encampment there consisting
of trucks used as their office by army intel-
ligence officers. Two of my cassettes that I
had filmed in Grozny were taken from me.
They contained unique frames. I think those
were the last video pictures ever taken by
anyone before Grozny was stormed. Those,
again, were pictures of thousands of peaceful
civilians many of whom, as we now know,
were Killed by federal artillery shells.

I spent two nights in Khankala, in the so-
called Avtozak, a truck converted into a
prison cell. On the third day I was taken to
what the Chechens call a filtration center,
the ©preliminary detention center in
Chernokozovo.

I believe I am the only journalist of those
who covered the first and the second
Chechen wars who has seen a filtration cen-
ter from the inside. I must say that all these
horrors that we have heard from Chechens
who had been there have been confirmed. Ev-
erything that we read about concentration
camps of the Stalin period, all that we know
about the German camps, all this is present
there.

The first three days that I spent there,
that was the 18th, 19th and the 20th, beatings
continued round the clock. I never thought
that I would hear such a diversity of expres-
sions of human pain. These were not just
screams, these were screams of every pos-
sible tonality and depth, these were screams
of most diverse pain. Different types of beat-
ings cause a different reaction.

Q. Are you saying that you got this treat-
ment?

A. No, that was the treatment meted out
to others. I was fortunate, it was established
at once that I am a journalist, true, nobody
knew what type of journalist I was. Every-
body there were surprised that a journalist

March 14, 2000

happened to be there. In principle, the people
there cannot be described as intellectuals.
They decided that there was nothing special
about this, that such things do happen in a
war. As a journalist I was ‘‘registered’”, as
they say, only once. They have this proce-
dure there. When a new detainee is being
taken from his cell to the investigator he is
made to crawl all the way under a rain of
blows with rubber sticks.

It hurts but one can survive it. This is a
light treatment as compared with the tor-
tures to which Chechens are subjected day
and night, those who are suspected of col-
laborating with the illegal armed forma-
tions. There are also cases when some testi-
mony is beaten out of detainees.

Q. What is the prison population there?

A. In my opinion . . . I was in cell No. 17
during the first three days. In that cell there
were 13 inhabitants of the village Aberdykel
(sp.—FNS). Most of them were young. Judg-
ing by their stories, I am not an investigator
and I could not collect a sufficiently full
database, but in such an atmosphere one
very rarely doubts the veracity of what you
are told. Mostly these were young men who
had nothing to do with the war. They were
really common folk. They were treating ev-
erything happening around them as a calam-
ity but they were not taking any sides. They
were simply waiting for this calamity to
pass either in this direction or that direc-
tion.

Beatings as a method of getting testimony.
This is something that, unfortunately, is
very well known in Russian and not only
Russian history and tradition. But I must
say that apart from everything, in my opin-
ion, in all this torture, as it seemed to me,
a large part is due to sheer sadism. In other
words, an absolutely unwarranted torturing
of people.

For instance, I heard . . . You know, you
really can’t see this because all this happens
outside of your cell. But the type of screams
leaves no doubt about what is happening.
You know, this painful reaction. For two
hours a woman was tortured on the 20th or
the 19th. She was tortured, I have no other
word to explain what was happening. That
was not a hysteria. I am not a medic but I
believe that we all know what a hysteria is.
There were screams indicting that a person
was experiencing unbearable pain, and for a
long period of time.

——

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE CARL B. ALBERT,
FORMER MEMBER OF CONGRESS
FROM THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 8, 2000

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, Speaker Carl Albert passed
away Friday, February 4, 2000, after a distin-
guished career during which he shepherded
the nation through some of its most difficult
years. The people of the Thirtieth Congres-
sional District of Texas pay tribute to this great
American and join the nation to express sin-
cere sorrow regarding his passing.
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