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Well, Mr. Speaker, they can advertise 

all day long with all kinds of anec-
dotes, but they cannot save lives. It is 
time for the Conference Committee on 
Gun Safety and Juvenile Justice to 
meet and to meet now. 

Mr. Speaker, let me just say to Mr. 
Walter Hall that I offer to his family 
my greatest sympathy. 

f 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 
1996 

(Mr. WHITFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 4 years since the enactment of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996; and I 
am pleased to report that cable compa-
nies are responding to that Act and are 
delivering state-of-the-art tele-
communication services in Kentucky’s 
First Congressional District, as well as 
throughout the country. 

Charter company has wired Murray 
State University with cable modems, 
giving students and faculty high-speed 
access to the Internet. Charter is also 
deploying cable modems in the town of 
Murray, Kentucky, and will offer resi-
dential services there in April. 

In addition, Mediacom is offering 
cable modems in Marshall and 
Calloway counties and continues to up-
grade its infrastructure with inter-
active fiber/coaxial cable facilities. 

I am pleased that cable companies 
throughout the country are helping to 
fulfill the vision of the Telecommuni-
cations Act, which was designed to 
bring competition, expanded invest-
ment, and the delivery of broadband 
services to all Americans. 
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f 

WALTER HALL, A MAN WHO NOT 
ONLY TALKED THE TALK BUT 
WALKED THE WALK 

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with great sadness to honor Wal-
ter Hall of Dickinson, Texas, who 
passed away on Sunday at age 92. Wal-
ter Hall, known by many as ‘‘Mr. Dem-
ocrat,’’ was a man who not only talked 
the talk but walked the walk. He was a 
true visionary, with a vision of a better 
life for all Americans. 

He spent his life fighting for equal-
ity, justice, and opportunity. He led 
the charge to abolish the poll tax, sup-
ported equal rights for women, and 
worked for the Civil Rights Act in 1964 
and the Voting Rights Act in 1965. 

He was a community activist who ne-
gotiated with the City of Houston to 
supply clean drinking water for Gal-
veston County and is credited with 
bringing NASA to the Clear Lake area. 

He was a man of humble beginnings, 
who became a man of great fortune and 
power. He served as a mentor for many 
young people interested in politics and 
was a close friend to President Lyndon 
Johnson and Speaker of the House Sam 
Rayburn. However, despite all his 
clout, he remained a man of the people, 
honest and forthright. He will be sorely 
missed. 

f 

EDUCATION REFORM MUST BE 
TOP PRIORITY 

(Mr. SCHAFFER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, Alexis 
de Toqueville wrote in his famous work 
Democracy in America that in America 
there cannot be enough of knowledge, 
for all knowledge benefits both those 
who possess it and those who do not. 

Alexis de Toqueville is quoted all the 
time, and there is good reason for it. 
His commentary here on the value of 
knowledge, about how education is im-
portant to everyone, is an example of 
his wisdom. Education is an issue that 
is important to those with children and 
to those who are not parents. 

If a generation of American school 
children is receiving an inferior edu-
cation, that is a serious concern for all 
of us. Of course, the reality is that our 
Nation’s public schools include excel-
lent schools, some that are 
unremarkable and others that are sim-
ply a disgrace. 

It is the general trend toward medi-
ocrity, the systematic dumbing down 
of curricula, textbooks, and standards, 
that I find most alarming. 

I know that millions of parents 
agree, and that is why education re-
form must be a top priority for this 
Congress. 

f 

AMERICANS MANAGE TO BALANCE 
THEIR CHECKBOOKS EACH 
MONTH, AND WE SHOULD DO 
THE SAME 
(Mr. GREEN of Texas asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to associate my remarks 
with the remarks of my colleague from 
Galveston County today with the death 
of Walter Hall. One, he is a great Amer-
ican but also a great Texan. 

Let me say what I am really here for 
is that here we go again. It seems like 
Yogi Berra said, deja vu all over again. 
We are counting our surplus eggs be-
fore they have hatched. Like kids who 
have taken their parents’ credit cards 
and are on a buying spree, my Repub-
lican colleagues are busy spending a 
budget surplus that does not exist yet. 
It is just a wish and a prayer. 

Instead of paying down the $5.5 tril-
lion national debt and securing the fu-

ture of Social Security and Medicare, 
they want another tax cut. It is 
strange, for the first time this last 10 
days we are actually having the De-
partment of Treasury paying off part of 
our national debt, first time in recent 
history; but their efforts would stop 
this. We should be using the surplus to 
ensure that Social Security and Medi-
care will rest on a financially sound 
foundation well into the next century. 
My Republican friends, though, are 
proposing billions in tax cuts that 
would take this away. We need to do 
better. The American people need to do 
better. We need to do better. 

f 

THIS BUDGET IS A QUESTION OF 
VALUES 

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, the 
budget is not just a question of num-
bers. It is a question of values. With 
Republicans ready to yet again propose 
a $150 billion tax cut for the wealthy, 
they have made their values very clear. 
They value giving a millionaire a tax 
break while our seniors struggle to pay 
for their prescription drugs. They value 
giving the wealthy a tax cut while 
mortgaging our children’s future to 
pay for it. 

We Democrats have a different set of 
values. We value the commitment we 
have made to preserving Social Secu-
rity and Medicare. We value the years 
of hard work our seniors have labored 
to build this country and the right 
they have to be able to enjoy their 
golden years without having to choose 
between the drugs they need and the 
retirement that they deserve. We value 
our Nation’s children, who deserve a 
debt-free future, which is why we 
Democrats are fighting to use the sur-
plus to pay down the national debt. 

That is why this budget is a question 
of values, and that is why we Demo-
crats are ready to fight alongside our 
Nation’s working families for the val-
ues they deserve. 

f 

WENDELL H. FORD AVIATION IN-
VESTMENT AND REFORM ACT 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 

Mr. REYNOLDS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 438 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 438 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the 
conference report to accompany the bill 
(H.R. 1000) to amend title 49, United States 
Code, to reauthorize programs of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, and for other pur-
poses. All points of order against the con-
ference report and against its consideration 
are waived. 
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