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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day I had the great honor and privilege
of appearing before the House Sub-
committee on Domestic and Inter-
national Monetary Policies to share
with them my thoughts on the histor-
ical legacy of Ronald and Nancy
Reagan.

And yet perhaps a greater honor to
me was listening to the eloquent words
of Caspar Weinberger, Jeane Kil-
patrick, Peggy Noonan, and Martin An-
derson. These close friends and trusted
colleagues of the Reagans reflected on
the dedication of our 40th President
and his wife Nancy to our great Nation.

Even the former leader of the Soviet
Union, Mikhail Gorbachev, submitted a
letter to the subcommittee expressing
his deep respect for former President
Ronald Reagan.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to be the
sponsor of H.R. 3591, a bill to award the
Congressional Gold Medal to Ronald
and Nancy Reagan. Currently, this bill
has approximately 280 cosponsors. It is
a bipartisan effort to bestow a fitting
tribute on the Reagans in recognition
to their dedication and commitment to
public service and to our country.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
become cosponsors of H.R. 3591 and join
me in saying ‘‘thank you” to the Rea-
gans for dedicating so much of their
lives to the people of the United
States.

———
U.S. BORDER IS WIDE OPEN

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, the
border is wide open. Heroin and cocaine
are coming across the border at, listen
to the report, ‘‘record volumes.” And
nobody is doing anything about it.

Now, look, when a 10-year-old kid can
get heroin as easily as he can get aspi-
rin, something is dangerously wrong
with America.

It is time to secure our homeland,
time to secure our borders; and we can-
not do that with the neighborhood
crime watch. It is time to use the mili-
tary.

My colleagues, I yield back the failed
national drug strategy that we have in
effect.

By the way, the victims are our own
street kids. There is no war on drugs.

——

CENSUS 2000

(Mr. MILLER of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
Census 2000 is underway. If my col-
leagues have not received their form,
they will receive it shortly. Please
complete that form and send it back as
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soon as possible. It is so important for
this country and our own communities
because so much money flows from
Washington and our State capitals
based on the population of our area.
Whether it is health care or education
or roads or sewers, it is so important.

Unfortunately, the minority yester-
day started playing politics with the
census again. And that is unfortunate,
because there is no substitute for
counting people. The sampling issue
was settled by the Supreme Court over
a year ago. And they could not have
picked a worse day of a worse week to
bring up the issue and to undermine re-
sponse for the census, and that is in-
deed sad.

Everyone counts, black or white, His-
panic, Asian, young or old. Everyone
counts in this country. Please com-
plete this form and send it back today.

———

CHILD GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, in less
than one week, it will be a whole year
since the school shooting in Jonesboro,
Arkansas. And almost exactly one
month later will mark the 1-year anni-
versary of the tragedy at Columbine
High School just outside my district.

A month after that, a whole year will
have gone by since the Senate passed
their version of child gun safety legis-
lation.

Mr. Speaker, what has been done
here in the House? The sad answer is,
nothing. We have done nothing to pro-
tect our citizens, to protect our fami-
lies, and most importantly, to protect
our children.

When is this House going to stand up
against the gun violence being per-
petrated against our children? When
are we going to stand up for the safety
of our families?

This Congress will be judged for as
much as what it does not do as what it
does. And, Mr. Speaker, it has not gone
unnoticed by the public that we have
done nothing to protect them from the
horrific gun violence that continues to
pollute our proud country.

The very least this House can do is
pass common sense child gun safety
legislation and pass it now.

———

HOW TO COME TO AGREEMENT ON
THE BUDGET

(Ms. PRYCE of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
many people ask me, How can you
come to agreement on a budget with
the President whose vision for America
is so different from your own?

That is a fair question. And the an-
swer is, with much difficulty.
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Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that the
Democrats and the Republicans have
honest fundamental differences in our
views of the role of government in our
lives. It is no secret that the Demo-
crats want government to have a great-
er role in our lives and Republicans
think that the government role is al-
ready far too great.
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It is no secret that Democrats want
to increase the size and power of gov-
ernment. Republicans want to reduce
them. It is no secret that the Demo-
crats think that more government can
help solve the problem of poverty. Re-
publicans think that far from ending
poverty, government welfare programs
perpetuate it.

Mr. Speaker, we have disagreements
on matters of principle, but the Amer-
ican people have asked us to work to-
gether on our country’s budget. Let us
go forward and carry out their wishes.

Next week we will have that very
opportunity.

————

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, March
is Women’s History Month, a time to
reflect on the contributions that
women have made to our heritage, but
today I want to talk about how we here
in Congress can actually make history
for women.

The United States can make a dif-
ference in women’s lives all around the
world by ratifying CEDAW, the United
Nations Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women. Right now the United States is
the only industrialized democracy in
the world that has not ratified
CEDAW. That is a disgrace.

Currently, the treaty is being held
hostage in the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee, where one man re-
fuses to bring CEDAW forward for a
vote in the Senate. Even though our
colleagues in the other body must act
to ratify CEDAW, we in the House can
make a difference and we can make a
difference by signing H. Res. 107, which
calls on the Senate to take immediate
action on CEDAW.

One of the most important lessons,
Mr. Speaker, that we can teach the
world during this Women’s History
Month is that the United States is
truly committed to protecting women’s
rights.

———

THE PRACTICE OF USING HUMAN
FETAL TISSUE FOR RESEARCH
MUST BE STOPPED
(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was

given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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