March 20, 2000

Virginia relative to local television satellite
signals; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

SENATE RESOLUTION NoO. 4

Whereas, Current telecommunications leg-
islation pending in the United States Con-
gress will set national policy for decades to
come for all Americans; and

Whereas, Current legislation will authorize
the retransmission of local television signals
by satellite; and

Whereas, Direct Broadcast Satellite (DBS)
companies have testified before Congress
that they only intend to retransmit certain
local television broadcast signals within cer-
tain local television markets, those being
highly populated urban markets where the
infrastructure will support a for-profit ven-
ture; and

Whereas, More than fifty million house-
holds in small- and medium-sized markets
must be treated as equals to their urban
counterparts. These citizens pay the same
taxes and deserve the same news, weather,
emergency forecasts and community-build-
ing programs that larger urban areas will be
receiving; and

Whereas, Sixteen states, including West
Virginia, are not included in any satellite
company’s initial plans to provide ‘‘local-
into-local’ service; therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That the Senate
hereby urges the United States Congress to
adopt legislation that will establish loan
guarantee programs or other mechanisms for
the delivery of local satellite signals to mar-
kets otherwise not receiving local satellite
signals; and, be it

Further resolved, That the purposes of such
national legislation will be to guarantee the
delivery by satellite of over-the-air local tel-
evision stations to small- and medium-sized
markets to ensure the ‘‘digital divide’’ is not
made wider by national satellite policy; and,
be it

Further resolved, That the Clerk is hereby
directed to forward a copy of this resolution
to the Clerk of the United States House of
Representatives and the Secretary of the
United States Senate for distribution to the
members of each legislative chamber.

POM-435. A resolution adopted by the
House of the Legislature of the State of Ala-
bama relative to the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the United Nations Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on Decem-
ber 18, 1979, and became an international
treaty on September 3, 1981; and

Whereas, the convention established a
comprehensive framework addressing wom-
en’s rights within political, cultural, eco-
nomic, social, and family contexts that
serves to strengthen the existing body of
standards respecting fundamental human
rights by providing a uniform and universal
definition of discrimination; and

Whereas, the convention has already dem-
onstrated its value by serving as the instru-
ment by which women in Sri Lanka and
Zambia have improved their status; and

Whereas, in 1992, Sri Lanka adopted a char-
ter that was based on the convention and
which guaranteed women equal status; in
1985, Zambia also ratified the convention and
in 1991 extended its Bill of Rights to cover
sex discrimination; and
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Whereas, as of June 1997, 161 nations had
ratified the convention’s provisions; and

Whereas, although the United States is
considered a world leader in the protection
of basic human rights, supports and has a po-
sition of leadership in the United Nations,
and was an active participant in the drafting
and is a signatory of the convention, the
United States is one of the few nations that
has not ratified the treaty; and

Whereas, although women have made
progress in the struggle for equality in the
political, cultural, economic, social, and
family contexts, there is much more to be
accomplished; and through its support, lead-
ership, and prestige, the United States can
help create a world where women are no
longer discriminated against and would
achieve one of the most fundamental of
human rights, that of equality; now there-
fore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of the Legislature of Alabama, That we urge
the United States Senate to ratify the
United Nations Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, and to support the conven-
tion’s continuing goals.

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of
the United States, the Secretary of State of
the United States, the President of the
United States Senate, and every member of
the Alabama Congressional Delegation.

POM-436. A resolution adopted by the
House of the Legislature of the State of Ala-
bama relative to the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

RESOLUTION

Whereas, the United Nations Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women was adopted by the
United Nations General Assembly on Decem-
ber 18, 1979, and became an international
treaty on September 3, 1981; and

Whereas, the convention established a
comprehensive framework addressing wom-
en’s rights within political, cultural, eco-
nomic, social, and family contexts that
serves to strengthen the existing body of
standards respecting fundamental human
rights by providing a uniform and universal
definition of discrimination; and

Whereas, the convention has already dem-
onstrated its value by serving as the instru-
ment by which women in Sri Lanka and
Zambia have improved their status; and

Whereas, in 1992, Sri Lanka adopted a char-
ter that was based on the convention and
which guaranteed women equal status; in
1985, Zambia also ratified the convention and
in 1991 extended its Bill of Rights to cover
sex discrimination; and

Whereas, as of June 1997, 161 nations had
ratified the convention’s provisions; and

Whereas, although the United States is
considered a world leader in the protection
of basic human rights, supports and has a po-
sition of leadership in the United Nations,
and was an active participant in the drafting
and is a signatory of the convention; the
United States is one of the few nations that
has not ratified the treaty; and

Whereas, although women have made
progress in the struggle for equality in the
political, cultural, economic, social, and
family contexts, there is much more to be
accomplished; and through its support, lead-
ership, and prestige, the United States can
help create a world where women are no
longer discriminated against and would
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achieve one of the most fundamental of
human rights, that of equality; now there-
fore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives
of the Legislature of Alabama, That we urge
the United States Senate to ratify the
United Nations Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, and to support the conven-
tion’s continuing goals.

Be it further resolved, That a copy of this
resolution be transmitted to the President of
the United States, the Secretary of State of
the United States, the President of the
United States Senate, and every member of
the Alabama Congressional Delegation.

————

REPORT OF COMMITTEES
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of March 9, 2000, the fol-
lowing report of committee was sub-
mitted on March 15, 2000:

By Mr. GRAMM, from the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 2097: A Dbill to authorize loan guarantees
in order to facilitate access to local tele-
vision broadcast signals in unserved and un-
derserved areas, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 106-243).

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 408. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey a former Bureau of Land
Management administrative site to the City
of Carson City, Nevada, for use as a senior
center (Rept. No. 106-244).

By Mr. MURKOWSKI, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 1218. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to issue to the Landusky School
District, without consideration, a patent for
the surface and mineral estates of certain
lots, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 106-
245).

By Mr. HATCH, from the Committee on
the Judiciary:

Report to accompany the joint resolution
(S.J. Res. 14) proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States author-
izing Congress to prohibit the physical dese-
cration of the flag of the United States
(Rept. No. 106-246).

By Mr. LUGAR, from the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry, with-
out amendment:

S. 2251. An original bill to amend the Fed-
eral Crop Insurance Act to improve crop in-
surance coverage, to provide agriculture pro-
ducers with choices to manage risk, and for
other purposes.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 2248. A Dbill to assist in the development

and implementation of projects to provide



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T14:58:07-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




