March 21, 2000

The proposed Agreement to extend
the Agreement for Cooperation (the
“Extension Agreement’) was origi-
nally approved and its execution au-
thorized by President Bush based on
his written determination that the per-
formance of the Agreement for Co-
operation for an additional period of 20
years would promote, and would not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the
common defense and security. A copy
of President Bush’s written approval,
authorization, and determination is en-
closed. Also enclosed is a copy of the
unclassified Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement (NPAS) prepared
at that time by the Director, United
States Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency.

The proposed Extension Agreement
was effected by an exchange of diplo-
matic notes at Dhaka on January 5,
1993, and February 6, 1993. The terms of
the Extension Agreement condition its
entry into force on each State noti-
fying the other of the completion of its
respective legal requirements for entry
into force. However, before the pro-
posed Extension Agreement could be
submitted to the Congress in 1993 for
review pursuant to section 123 of the
Act, the Government of Bangladesh
asked to consult with the United
States regarding a possible modifica-
tion of the term of extension. These
discussions proved to be very pro-
tracted, but both Governments have
now agreed that their original inten-
tion to extend the Agreement for Co-
operation for an additional period of 20
years from the date of the original
Agreement’s expiration (i.e., to extend
its until June 24, 2012) should stand,
and that the Extension Agreement
should be brought into force as soon as
each Party has notified the other in
writing that it has completed its legal
requirements for doing so.

Section 123 of the Act, as amended by
Title XII of the Foreign Affairs Reform
and Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public
Law 105-277) now also provides that
each Nuclear Proliferation Assessment
Statement prepared pursuant to the
Act shall be accompanied by a classi-
fied annex prepared by the Secretary of
State in consultation with the Director
of Central Intelligence, summarizing
relevant classified information. The
Secretary of State is submitting to the
Congress under separate cover such a
classified annex. It contains, inter alia,
the Secretary of State’s reaffirmation
of the conclusions reached in the origi-
nal unclassified Nuclear Proliferation
Assessment Statement (a) that contin-
ued implementation of the Agreement
for Cooperation is consistent with all
requirements of the Act, and (b) that
the safeguards and other control mech-
anisms and the peaceful-use assurances
contained in the Agreement for Co-
operation are adequate to ensure that
any assistance furnished under it will
not be used to further any military or
nuclear explosive purpose.
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I am pleased to reconfirm President
Bush’s approval of the Extension
Agreement and authorization of its
execution and implementation. Ban-
gladesh is a party to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT) and is fully in compliance with
its nuclear nonproliferation commit-
ments under that Treaty. In my judg-
ment, continued performance of the
Agreement for Cooperation between
the United States of America and the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh Con-
cerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear En-
ergy will promote, and not constitute
an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security. Apart from the
proposed extension, the Agreement for
Cooperation will remain in all other re-
spects the same as that which was fa-
vorably reviewed by the Congress in
1982. The Department of State, the De-
partment of Energy, and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission have recon-
firmed their favorable views regarding
the original NPAS as well as the con-
clusions contained herein.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sections
123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My Admin-
istration is prepared to begin imme-
diately the consultations with the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Committee and
the House International Relations
Committee as provided in section 123 b.
Upon completion of the period of 30
days of continuous session provided for
in section 123 b., the period of 60 days
of continuous session provided for in
section 123 d. shall commence.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 20, 2000.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the provisions of clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair announces that he will
postpone further proceedings today on
each motion to suspend the rules on
which a recorded vote or the yeas and
nays are ordered, or on which the vote
is objected to in under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate is con-
cluded on all motions to suspend the
rules, but not before 7 p.m. today.

————
RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
FAMILIES AND CHILDREN IN

UNITED STATES AND EXPRESS-
ING SUPPORT FOR GOALS AND
IDEAS OF NATIONAL FAMILY
DAY

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 288)
recognizing the importance of families
and children in the United States and
expressing support for the goals and
ideas of National Family Day.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H. CoN. RES. 288

Whereas national evidence indicates that
America’s kids are faced with oppressive
issues such as violence, drugs, abuse, and
even family stress, causing the future of the
children of the United States, and therefore
the future of the Nation, to be at risk;

Whereas families in the United States, re-
gardless of their economic status, ethnic or
cultural heritage, or geographic location, are
experiencing the pressures caused by con-
temporary society while trying to raise and
nurture emotionally healthy and physically
safe children;

Whereas Americans realize the challenges
of spending quality family time together
amidst today’s busy lifestyles and balancing
work schedules and kids’ activities to regu-
larly share a family meal;

Whereas it is imperative that the people of
the United States act willfully and purposely
to secure a positive future for the Nation by
devoting time to family bonding, sharing
traditions, and communicating values to
children in an effort to sustain the impor-
tance of family;

Whereas KidsPeace, one of the Nation’s
oldest, most comprehensive not-for-profit or-
ganizations dedicated to helping children at-
tain the confidence and courage needed to
face and overcome crises, has established Na-
tional FamilyDay to focus unified attention
on nurturing family relationships and im-
proving family communications thereby
helping to build strong families which give
kids peace;

Whereas National FamilyDay will be cele-
brated annually on a Sunday in March; and

Whereas National FamilyDay will provide
opportunities for families to reclaim the
family mealtime which fosters trust and
builds better communication, and will en-
courage Dparents, grandparents, and care-
givers to recognize the importance of being
involved in the physical and emotional lives
of their children: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes the importance of children
and families to the future of the United
States;

(2) expresses support for the goals and
ideas of National FamilyDay as established
by KidsPeace;

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to participate in local and national
activities honoring National FamilyDay; and

(4) believes that families who communicate
and spend time together create stronger fam-
ilies which give kids peace.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GEKAS). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOOD-
LING) and the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. ROEMER) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 288, to
recognize the importance of families
and children in the United States and
to express support for the goals and
ideas of National Family Day.

Let us not underestimate the impor-
tance of families. Today’s families pro-
vide the foundation for America’s fu-
ture. The family is the most funda-
mental of society’s institutions, for it
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