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CASTELLINO HONORED
HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 22, 2000

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to a close personal friend and
devoted public servant, Frank Castellino, upon
the occasion of his retirement. Frank will be
honored by his friends and colleagues on
March 23rd, and | am honored to have been
asked to participate in this event. Frank
Castellino is an institution in Luzerne County
Courthouse, and his daily presence will be
missed by everyone who has become so ac-
customed to his warmth and genuine concern
for people.

Frank Castellino began his public service as
a clerk in the Luzerne County Recorder of
Deeds office in 1940. In 1968 he was elected
Recorder of Deeds and proceeded to serve
eight consecutive terms. No matter how busy
he was, Frank always had time to get person-
ally involved in solving people’s problems.

| first came to know Frank Castellino when
| was a boy tagging along with father as he
visited the Recorder of Deeds office in his law
practice. Later | grew to know him as the fa-
ther of one of my classmates at Dickinson
School of Law. Once | began my own practice
of law, | frequently took advantage of his con-
siderable expertise and helpfulness.

A lifelong resident of Pittston, Frank also
served as Alderman from 1946 to 1966. He is
a member and past president of the Pittston
Lions Club and the Luzerne County Columbus
League, which erected the Columbus memo-
rial in Pittston. He served in the U.S. Navy
during World War Il. Under Frank’s leadership,
the Luzerne County Recorder of Deeds office
was the first in the state to computerize its
records.

Mr. Speaker, the Luzerne County Board of
Commissioners paid a fitting tribute to Frank
when they praised him as a “gracious and
good-natured gentleman, who carried out his
professional and personal responsibilities with
a zeal many of us would envy, and whose
broad community impact can never be fully
measured.”

| am pleased and proud to join with the
Commissioners in thanking Frank Castellino
for his years of dedicated service to Luzerne
County and commending him on a “job well
done.” | send my sincere best wishes for a
happy, healthy and productive retirement.

————

BENIN MAKES PROGRESS IN
DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 22, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | want to call the
attention of my colleagues to the West African

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

nation of Benin and its President, Mathieu
Kerekou. This country’s story is a remarkable
one, and an encouraging one. Under Presi-
dent Kerekou’s leadership in the 1970s and
1980s, Benin made the difficult transition from
authoritarian rule to democracy. President
Kerekou won the country’s second free elec-
tion in 1996, an election which our Department
of State called ‘“generally free and fair’—
strong praise for a country on this continent
where democracy has suffered many setbacks
in recent years. President Kerekou succeeded
the former president in a peaceful transition of
power.

The State Department’s 1999 Country Re-
ports on Human Rights Practices notes that
President Kerekou “continued the civilian,
democratic rule begun in the 1990-91 con-
stitutional process.” The report also notes that
the government has generally respected the
human rights of its citizens. The Constitutional
Court has shown its independence of the gov-
ernment, and when the court recently ruled
provisions of a decentralization law unconstitu-
tional, the legislature and the President ac-
cepted this decision.

Benin is a small country and a poor one, but
the Kerekou government has taken positive
steps to strengthen its economy through
privatizing state-owned enterprises and de-
regulating the economy. Under President
Kerekou’s leadership, Benin has been peace-
ful and stable.

Mr. Speaker, Benin has been willing to take
courageous foreign policy decisions that run
counter to generally accepted practice. The
Government of Benin recently announced that
it plans to open an embassy in Israel’s capital
city of Jerusalem. Benin becomes just the
third country to establish an embassy in
Israel’'s capital, after Costa Rica and El Sal-
vador. Mr. Speaker, | look forward to the time
when the United States will join these three
countries and move our embassy in Israel to
Jerusalem as mandated by the Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me paying tribute to the nation of Benin and
its President, Mathieu Kerekou.

————

HONORING THE GOOD SHEPHERD
REHABILITATION FACILITY VOL-
UNTEERS

HON. PATRICK J. TOOMEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 22, 2000

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, today | pay trib-
ute to a group of my constituents who do vol-
unteer work helping others in my district. Over
300 volunteers at the Good Shepherd rehabili-
tation facility recently received Raker Memorial
Awards for their service. These volunteers
contributed over 38,000 hours of service in
1999, helping to improve the lives of thou-
sands of people in the community. From as-
sisting residents with their chores to inspiring
them during difficult physical therapy, the acts
of these volunteers show the depth of their
generosity and compassion. The volunteers
help individuals with disabilities achieve their
full potential, and represent a light of hope to
the entire community. | applaud Good Shep-
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herd’s wonderful volunteers for providing a
service that aids so many members of the Le-
high Valley community. Mr. Speaker, all the
volunteers at the Good Shepherd rehabilitation
facility are Lehigh Valley Heroes.

LIST OF HONOREES

Mr. Bruce Achey, Ms. Edna Adams, Mr.
David Allen, Ms. Janet Ober, Ms. Althea Axe,
Ms. Veronica Baker, Ms. Lucille Balzano,
Ms. Virginia Bankhard, Ms. Betty Barrall,
Ms. Rachael Bartek, Ms. Kathleen Batz, Ms.
Shirley Baum, Ms. Christine Beck, Mr.
James Beck, Ms. Dori Ann Becker, Mr. Mi-
chael Beecham, Ms. Diane Beil, Mr. Joseph
Bemolas, Mr. Nicholas Bolling, Jean
Borchick, Ms. Michelle Botelho, Ms. Evelyn
Bouchat, Ms. Diane Bozzelli, Ms. Marilyn
Breitenfeld, Ms. Sarah Brint, Ms. Donna
Buzby, Ms. Heather Capuano, Mr. Matthew
Cascioli, Mr. Vincent Carvallaro, Ms. Sandra
Christman.

Ms. Sara Christman, Ms. Lois
Cocanougher, Ms. Barbara Colby, Mr. James
Collins, Mr. Frank Conlon, Richard Covert,
M.D., Ms. Gloria Cowdrick, Mr. James Craig,
Ms. Amber Cromer, Ms. Shannin Crone, Ms.
Krystal Cruz, Mr. William Czar, Ms. Katie
Czekner, Mr. Michael Daniels, Ms. Heather
Deeble, Mr. Stephen Delacy, Ms. Dorothy
DeLazaro, Mr. Michael Delgrosso, Ms. Sarah
D’Emilio, Ms. Ashley Donchez, Ms. Mary
Dreisbach, Mr. Nathan Druckenmiller, Ms.
Patricia Engler, Ms. Jill Farrara, Ms. Cath-
erine Favata, Jean Feldman, Ms. Linda
Ferrol, Ms. Elizabeth Fillman, Mr. Joseph
Fischl, Ms. Jennifer Fleck.

Ms. Nichol Foster, Ms. Irene Francoeur,
Ms. Janet Frederick, Ms. Lauren Gallagher,
Ms. Erica Garber, Ms. Suzanne Garber, Ms.
Cynthia Ann Garguilo, Mr. Sephen Gaul, Ms.

Katherine Geiger, Ms. Mary Geiger, Ms.
Maria Gentis, Ms. Sharon George, Ms.
Kristen Gilbert, Ms. Megan Gilbert, Ms.
Katie Grasso, Ms. Henrietta Graul, Ms.

Maureen Griffin, Mr. William Griffith, Ms.
Kristen Grob, Mr. Raymond Grube, Ms. Pau-
line Gruber, Mr. Warren Haas, Ms. Gladys
Hahn, Ms. Rachel Halton, Ms. Mary Lou
Hann, Ms. Katie Hannon, Mr. George
Hargesheimer, Nichole Harris, Ms. Alison
Hartman, Francis Hartneft.

Mr. William Hathaway, Ms. Dolores Hauze,
Ms. Elizabeth Held, Ms. Helen Held, Ms. Hil-
lary Hermansader, Ms. Elaine Herzog, Ms.
Kitty Heydt, Ms. Sarah Hilbert, Ms. Varta

Hojjat, Ms. Connie Holleman, Ms. Erin
Hontz, Ms. Jennifer Hoyt, Ms. Sahnnon
Hrabina, Mr. Nathan Huskey, Ms. Gale
Hyman, Ms. Brittany Johnson, Ms. Carol
Ann Johnson, Phyllis Johnson, Ms. Julie
Kametz, Ms. Valerie Kamon, Mr. Joseph
Kane, Ms. Davene Kates, Ms. Kristie

Kapinas, Ms. Dolores Kelhart, Ms. Andrea
Kiechel, Ms. Debbie Kiniuk, Ms. Tammy
Kissel, Mr. Christopher Kissel, Mr. Kenneth
Kissinger, Kelly Klampert.

Mr. Jason Klepac, Mr. Frederick Knauss,
Mr. Winfield Knechel, Ms. Anne Knecht, Ms.
Dorothy Knerr, Ms. Eugene Knerr, Ms. Sue
Ann Knoebel, Mr. Donald Knowles, Mr. Jo-
seph Koch, Mr. Sean Kopishke, Ms. Caitlin
Kordek, Ms. Linda Kreithen, Ms. Cynthia
Kutz, Ms. Sarah Lang, Mr. Brian Larrimore,
Ms. Elizabeth Lawson, Mr. James Layland,
Curelle Lee, Maur Levan, Mr. and Mrs. Ar-
thur Lichtenwalner, Ms. Maria Lieberman,
Mr. and Mrs. Delsin Lindter, Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas Lloyd, Ms. Samantha Loving, Mr.
and Mrs. Alan Lucas, Ms. Harriet Mac-
Donald, Ms. Virginia MacDonald, Ms. Holly
Macko, Ms. Susann Madara, Elfie Maniatty.

Ms. Reba Marblestone, Ms. Tara Marsh,
Ms. Judith Marushak, Ms. Ellen
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