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the first topics I hear about from local
businesses and high-tech companies is
their need for people with high-tech
skills. A Poulsbo company, Paladin
Data, has taken their efforts to find
skilled employees to a new level by do-
nating its time and resources to train
teachers in some of Washington state’s
public schools. For its commitment to
working with teachers, improving stu-
dent learning and expanding their
skills, I am pleased to present Paladin
Data with one of my ‘“‘Innovation in
Education” Awards.

Several years ago, seven school dis-
tricts in Kitsap, Mason, and Pierce
Counties developed the West Sound
School-to-Career Consortium which
provides approximately 14,000 students
with high-tech classes. This year Pal-
adin Data will begin its first year of a
three-year project that provides high-
tech training to teachers involved with
the West Sound School-to-Career pro-
gram. Paladin Data is also contrib-
uting $50,000 in matching funds to a
state grant of $100,000 to provide need-
ed curriculum materials and onsite
teacher training in either a Paladin fa-
cility in Poulsbo or at a designated
school district site. Moreover, each
school district will determine what
training their teachers will received
based on the needs of their district and
their students.

Paladin is giving our teachers more
information and skills that they can
take back to their classrooms and
shows teachers what skills employers
are looking for in perspective employ-
ees, giving their students a leg up on
the competition. Paladin’s involve-
ment is not only improving the edu-
cation of our students, but also giving
them an accurate picture of what skills
they need well-before they enter the
job market.

The Washington Software Alliance
reports that over 64,000 computer-re-
lated jobs are currently unfilled in the
State of Washington—all for lack of
properly trained workers. I find it en-
couraging to see companies like Pal-
adin Data, that are contributing to our
booming economy, are taking an active
role in ensuring the quality education
of our children. I am proud to acknowl-
edge Paladin Data Systems Corpora-
tion’s commitment to education and I
look forward to hearing about more
companies making a contribution to
our children’s future.e®

HONORING DR. WAYNE S.
KNUTSON

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Wayne S.
Knutson, of Vermillion, South Dakota,
a distinguished member of the arts
community. On December 11, 1999, the
University of South Dakota renamed
Theatre I of the Warren M. Lee Center
for the Fine Arts in Dr. Knutson’s
honor. This is an honor he richly de-
serves.
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Dr. Knutson has had a distinguished
career as an educator, artist, and ad-
ministrator at the University of South
Dakota and in the state arts commu-
nity over the past fifty years. His ten-
ure at USD began in 1952 as Professor
of Speech and Dramatic Art and Direc-
tor of University Theatre. Subse-
quently, he has also held the positions
of Professor and Chair of the Depart-
ment of English (1966-1971), Dean and
Professor of Fine Arts (1972-1980), Vice-
President for Academic Affairs and
Professor of Fine Arts (1980-1982), and
Professor of English and Theatre (1982—
1986). In 1987, Dr. Knutson was ap-
pointed by the South Dakota Board of
Regents as the first University Distin-
guished Professor.

As a member of the arts community,
he has also served on the Literature
Panel of the National Endowment for
the Arts (1975-1977) and as chairperson
of both the South Dakota Arts Council
(1971-1978) and the South Dakota Hu-
manities Council (1989-1991).

Dr. Knutson’s honors include a Dis-
tinguished Service Award from the
Speech Communication Association of
South Dakota, the Governor’s Award
for Distinction in the Arts, the Bur-
lington-Northern Faculty Achievement
Award, a South Dakota Arts Council
Senior Fellowship for Play Direction,
and an award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment in the Humanities from the
South Dakota Humanities Council.

In addition to his instrumental work
as a professor and an actively involved
member of the arts community, Dr.
Knutson is also an accomplished au-
thor, director, and playwright. He
wrote ‘“The Dakota Descendants of Ola
Rue’ and “‘Dream Valley’’, as well as a
number of articles on theatre for Dra-
matics magazine and a short history of
the University of South Dakota. He has
directed over sixty-five plays and musi-
cals for USD, the Black Hills Play-
house, Pierre Players, Lewis and Clark
Theatre, and the Group Theatre of
Rapid City. He has also written ten
plays and opera librettos, one of which
was aired on Voice of America.

Mr. President, Dr. Knutson has a im-
mensely enriched life in South Dakota
and the honor of having Theatre I at
USD renamed the “Wayne S. Knutson”’
is one he highly deserves. He has been
an extraordinary pioneer and supporter
of the arts. He is a man of great schol-
arship and knowledge, and will con-
tinue to shape the arts community for
years to come. It is an honor for me to
share the accomplishments of Dr.
Wayne S. Knutson with my colleagues
and to publicly commend him on his
talent and commitment to the arts and
education.e

——————

HONORING BRIANNE COX AND
GIRL SCOUT TROOP 290
e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to publicly commend Girl Scout
Troop 290 of Yankton, South Dakota.
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The girls of Troop 290 have worked
especially hard this last year, donating
their time and energy to the commu-
nity. Their wonderful efforts to en-
hance the lives of many unfortunate
South Dakotans at Christmas and
Thanksgiving, to assist the commu-
nity’s elderly, to aid impoverished peo-
ple in Haiti, and to undertake many
other key projects has had a very im-
portant positive impact in the world
around them.

Sadly, on November 24, 1999, Brianne
Cox, a member of Troop 290, was killed
in a tragic accident. She was active not
only in Scouts, but enjoyed soccer,
softball, dance, violin, trumpet, cross
country, basketball, and many other
activities. This young lady had a won-
derful spirit that touched everyone
who knew her.

In her name, the Troop 290 scouts
have undertaken a very special project.
These wonderful girls want to keep
Brianne’s memory alive and stay close
to her family. To this end, they hold a
fundraiser every summer to raise
money for the ‘Brianne Cox Memorial
Fund’. This effort, in the name of a
special girl, will designate funds to
other middle school students who wish
to participate in the many activities
Brianne enjoyed, and who otherwise
could not afford it.

Mr. President, these girls are true ex-
amples of charity and goodness. Their
work to elevate the spirit of their
hometown is inspiration in itself, but
added to their work to keep Brianne
Cox’s memory alive, is truly extraor-
dinary. I am pleased to be able to share
their story with my colleagues and to
be able to publicly commend their
work.e

————

THE SAGINAW COUNTY COMMIS-
SION ON AGING HONORS MS.
HAZEL WILSON

e Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, on
March 31, 2000, the Saginaw County
Commission on Aging will hold a
luncheon honoring four women who
have selflessly dedicated a significant
amount of their time and their energy
to improving the community of Sagi-
naw, Michigan. Their tremendous ef-
forts over the years have not only
touched a great many lives, they have
truly changed lives, whether by pro-
viding those in need with food and
clothing, saving seniors hundreds of
dollars in medical insurance payments,
mentoring elementary school students,
or helping people to understand and ac-
cept a culture different from their own.
Thus, I rise today on behalf not only of
myself, but also of the entire Saginaw
County, Michigan, community, to sin-
cerely thank Ms. Hazel Wilson, Ms.
Mary Flannery, Ms. Sue Kaltenbach,
and Ms. Yoko Mossner for their incred-
ible efforts.

Ms. Hazel Wilson has been a Saginaw
community leader for more than thirty
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