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the world, and the most comprehensive collec-
tion of American music in the world, are just 
a fraction of the unique documents housed in 
the Library. In addition, the Library receives 
22,000 items each day. How could Thomas 
Jefferson ever imagine that his personal li-
brary of 6,487 books would one day grow to 
be such a tremendous source of knowledge. 

The Library of Congress: an institution that 
has touched the world, and an institution that 
has touched history. Congratulations on your 
bicentennial, and may you continue to make 
America proud. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PETRI). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 269. 

The question was taken. 
Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on that I 

demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on H. Con. Res. 269. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 14 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 5 p.m. 

f 

b 1702 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 5 o’clock 
and 2 minutes p.m. 

f 

SENIOR CITIZENS’ FREEDOM TO 
WORK ACT OF 2000 

Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that it be in order 
at any time today to take from the 
Speaker’s table H.R. 5, with a Senate 
amendment thereto, and to consider in 
the House a motion offered by the 
Chairman of the Committee on Ways 
and Means, or his designee, that the 
House concur in the Senate amend-

ment, that the Senate amendment and 
the motion be considered as read; that 
the motion be debatable for 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chairman and ranking member of the 
Committee on Ways and Means, or 
their designees; and that the previous 
question be considered as ordered on 
the motion to final adoption without 
intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, pursu-

ant to the unanimous consent request 
just agreed to, I call up the bill (H.R. 5) 
to amend title II of the Social Security 
Act to eliminate the earnings test for 
individuals who have attained retire-
ment age. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
MOTION OFFERED BY MR. SHAW 

Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, I offer a 
motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the motion. 

The text of the motion is as follows: 
Mr. SHAW moves to concur in the Senate 

amendment to H.R. 5. 

The text of the Senate amendment is 
as follows: 

Senate amendment: 
Page 2, line 1, strike out all after ‘‘SEC-

TION’’ over to and including line 3 on page 7 
and insert: 
1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Senior Citizens’ 
Freedom to Work Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF EARNINGS TEST FOR IN-

DIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ATTAINED RE-
TIREMENT AGE. 

Section 203 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 403) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘the age of 
seventy’’ and inserting ‘‘retirement age (as de-
fined in section 216(l))’’; 

(2) in paragraphs (1)(A) and (2) of subsection 
(d), by striking ‘‘the age of seventy’’ each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘retirement age (as de-
fined in section 216(l))’’; 

(3) in subsection (f)(1)(B), by striking ‘‘was 
age seventy or over’’ and inserting ‘‘was at or 
above retirement age (as defined in section 
216(l))’’; 

(4) in subsection (f)(3), by striking ‘‘age 70’’ 
and inserting ‘‘retirement age (as defined in sec-
tion 216(l))’’; 

(5) in subsection (h)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘age 
70’’ each place it appears and inserting ‘‘retire-
ment age (as defined in section 216(l))’’; and 

(6) in subsection (j)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘Age Seventy’’ 

and inserting ‘‘Retirement Age’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘seventy years of age’’ and in-

serting ‘‘having attained retirement age (as de-
fined in section 216(l))’’. 
SEC. 3. NONAPPLICATION OF RULES FOR COM-

PUTATION OF EXEMPT AMOUNT FOR 
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE ATTAINED 
RETIREMENT AGE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 203(f)(8) of the So-
cial Security Act (42 U.S.C. 403(f)(8)) is amended 
by adding at the end the following new sub-
paragraph: 

‘‘(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), no 
deductions in benefits shall be made under sub-
section (b) with respect to the earnings of any 
individual in any month beginning with the 
month in which the individual attains retire-
ment age (as defined in section 216(l)).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
203(f)(9) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
403(f)(9)) is amended by striking ‘‘and (8)(D),’’ 
and inserting ‘‘(8)(D), and (8)(E),’’. 
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

(a) ELIMINATION OF REDUNDANT REFERENCES 
TO RETIREMENT AGE.—Section 203 of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 403) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), in the last sentence, by 
striking ‘‘nor shall any deduction’’ and all that 
follows and inserting ‘‘nor shall any deduction 
be made under this subsection from any widow’s 
or widower’s insurance benefit if the widow, 
surviving divorced wife, widower, or surviving 
divorced husband involved became entitled to 
such benefit prior to attaining age 60.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f)(1), by striking clause (D) 
and inserting the following: ‘‘(D) for which such 
individual is entitled to widow’s or widower’s 
insurance benefits if such individual became so 
entitled prior to attaining age 60,’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO PROVISIONS 
FOR DETERMINING AMOUNT OF INCREASE ON AC-
COUNT OF DELAYED RETIREMENT.—Section 
202(w)(2)(B)(ii) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 402(w)(2)(B)(ii)) is amended by striking 
‘‘or suffered deductions under section 203(b) or 
203(c) in amounts equal to the amount of such 
benefit’’ and inserting ‘‘or, if so entitled, did not 
receive benefits pursuant to a request by such 
individual that benefits not be paid’’. 
SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The amendments made by this Act shall apply 
with respect to taxable years ending after De-
cember 31, 1999. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House today, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW) 
and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
RANGEL) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. SHAW). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 5. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I strongly support 

H.R. 5, legislation to repeal the earn-
ings penalty for hard-working seniors 
age 65 and over. 

Madam Speaker, I am especially 
pleased that the Senate acted quickly 
and unanimously in support of this im-
portant legislation. The technical 
changes made in the Senate improve on 
the legislation passed unanimously by 
this House, and I urge all Members to 
once again support this excellent bill. 

Due to this quick work, seniors will 
soon receive all the benefits that they 
are owed, even if they continue to work 
after reaching the age of 65. That is 
their choice. As the name of our legis-
lation suggests, they deserve the free-
dom to choose to work without losing 
Social Security benefits. 

It is worth noting that many seniors 
now affected by the earnings limit will 
receive back payments from months 
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