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It is untrue for two reasons. There was no
‘“‘public uproar.” There was only a media
flap. The vast majority of the American pub-
lic values religious freedom and would up-
hold the University’s right to its own poli-
cies that govern no one but its own students
who choose of their own free will to come
here.

Secondly, the policy was not altered be-
cause of public pressure. It was altered be-
cause it was such an insignificant and imma-
terial thing to us that it was never discussed
or taught here. Many generations had come
and gone and didn’t even know what it was.
The University’s greater mission and con-
tributions were being obscured by the me-
dia’s hysterical focus upon this policy. The
policy was changed to show how wrong they
were about its importance to us and how
wrong they were about it being a symbol of
racism. We’re not at all 1like they
caricatured us. Because the rule gave them a
wrong impression of this school, it was in-
cumbent upon the institution to take the
initiative to give a right perspective of what
it is. We’re people motivated by principle,
not by pressure.

———

SAN ANTONIO MOURNS ITS
FALLEN OFFICER

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 29, 2000

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, in
San Antonio, family, friends and members of
the community, join in mourning the loss of
Oscar Perez, a young San Antonio Police Offi-
cer cut down last week in the line of duty. As
he is buried today, we all must take a moment
to recount not only his story, but the story of
every other law enforcement officer who daily
risks life and limb to protect us.

Only 31 years old, Officer Perez expected
last Friday, March 24, 2000, to be like any
other, a day of hard work ending with a return
home to his pregnant wife and two young chil-
dren, ages 5 and sixteen months. Instead, as
he was serving a warrant on a drug fugitive,
he was mortally wounded by gun fire. In one
instant, his 62 year career as a San Antonio
police officer came to a tragic and abrupt end.

Law enforcement officers leave the comfort
and security of their homes each day to take
on their duty to serve and protect. While we
have worked hard to reduce crime rates, law
officers continue to face real and substantial
danger. As we expect them to be on their job
day-in and day-out, we run the risk of taking
their presence for granted. But Officer Perez,
like the 41 others in the history of the San An-
tonio Police Department, serves as a reminder
of the unique and fatal risks they all too often
must bear.

Our hearts go out to his widow, two chil-
dren, unborn child and other family members.
Words cannot express the grief and loss they
must feel. Our hope is that his children will
grow up with a deep-rooted appreciation of
their father's devotion and sacrifice. He lived
to help others. His service to his family, com-
munity and country set an example his chil-
dren can follow with pride.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

H.R. 910, SAN GABRIEL BASIN
WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE

SPEECH OF

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2000

Ms. MILLENDER-McDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to thank both Chairman BOEHLERT
and Ranking Member BORskKI of the House
Subcommittee on Water Resources and Envi-
ronment for their excellent work on this bill. |
would also like to commend the continued bi-
partisan leadership of Chairman SHUSTER and
Ranking Member OBERSTAR.

H.R. 910 does have a significant impact on
my district as groundwater contamination in
the San Gabriel Basin is spreading and has
already begun to reach the Central Basin.

The Central Basin groundwater aquifer cov-
ers 277 square miles from Montebello to Pico
Rivera and Whittier to Long Beach. And 1.5
million people depend on the Central Basin
groundwater aquifer for their primary source of
drinking water.

The Central Basin groundwater aquifer is
contaminated by volatile organic compounds,
which originated from the San Gabriel Valley
and have moved over the past ten years down
into the Central Basin. Several wells, which
contain drinking water, have been shut down
because of contamination.

The funds that will be made available
through H.R. 910 will allow the Central Basin
Municipal Water District to construct and oper-
ate a treatment facility that will clean up the
contamination currently in the Basin. Funds al-
located to the clean-up facilities in the San
Gabriel Valley will help prevent further flows of
contamination into the Central Basin.

H.R. 910 is an excellent example of the fed-
eral government working in partnership with
local governments and private entities to facili-
tate the resolution of a regional problem. |
urge my colleagues to vote YES on final pas-
sage of H.R. 910.

———

CONGRATULATING DETECTIVE
SERGEANT WARREN WILLIAMS
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE
ST. LOUIS POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. JAMES M. TALENT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 29, 2000

Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, today | pay trib-
ute to an outstanding law enforcement officer.
Detective Sergeant Warren Williams will be re-
tiring on March 31, 2000 after serving 37
years as a St. Louis Police Officer. It is an
honor for me to recognize this extraordinary
individual, not only for his numerous profes-
sional accomplishments, but for the great
service he provided the citizens and the com-
munity of St. Louis and the State of Missouri.

Detective Sergeant Williams first joined the
St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department on
April 1, 1963. After graduating from the St.
Louis Police Academy on September 30,
1963, he began his career as a patrolman in
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the city’s Fourth District. Mr. Williams was pro-
moted to Sergeant on July 2, 1978. As a Po-
lice Sergeant, he served in the following as-
signments: Robbery/Burglary Section, Third
District Patrol Supervisor, Bureau of Investiga-
tion, Seventh District Patrol Supervisor, Area
Three Detective Bureau, North Patrol Detec-
tive Bureau, and the Internal Affairs Division.

Prior to beginning his Police career, Mr. Wil-
liams served his country as a Sergeant in the
United States Army. He is a graduate of
Vashon High School and the Federal Bureau
of Investigation’s National Academy’s 135th
Session. He is also the recipient of two Chiefs
of Police Communications.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join his family,
his colleagues, the St. Louis Metropolitan Po-
lice Department, the residents of Missouri’s
Second District and me, in paying tribute to
the distinguished career of Sergeant Warren
Williams. His record of service and leadership
stands not only as an example for other law
enforcement officers, but for every one of us.

————

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE
HUMANITIES HONORS PRINCE-

TON UNIVERSITY HISTORIAN
JAMES M. MCPHERSON
HON. D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 29, 2000

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, today | recognize
Professor James M. McPherson, who last
night delivered the Twenty-Ninth Annual Jef-
ferson Lecture in the Humanities. Professor
McPherson’s career has combined scholarship
and public service in a unique manner, and
his selection as lecturer by the National En-
dowment of the Humanities was a well-earned
and long overdue honor.

Professor McPherson is the George Henry
Davis ’86 Professor of American History at
Princeton University, where he has taught for
over three decades. He has authored a dozen
books, among them the Pultizer Prize-winning
Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era
(1988), which is widely credited with sparking
America’s renewed interest in this most crucial
part of our shared history.

Professor McPherson has not limited him-
self to academia, however. He has consist-
ently shared his passion for the history of
America with a wide and varied audience. He
served as an advisor for the 1990 Ken Burns
documentary “The Civil War,” which was
watched and enjoyed by millions of Ameri-
cans.

Professor McPherson has also dedicated
himself to the preservation of Civil War battle-
fields, serving on the boards of the Civil War
Trust and the Association for the Preservation
of Civil War Sites. He also served on the Civil
War Sites Advisory Committee created by
Congress in 1991. Finally, he was the presi-
dent of “Protect Historic America,” an organi-
zation which successfully opposed plans to
construct a theme park near Manassas battle-
field in Virginia.

Professor McPherson’s career has been the
model of an engaged intellectual, one who can
speak to both a scholarly and general audi-
ence, and who has fought to ensure that oth-
ers have the opportunity to experience for
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