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b 1614 

Messrs. OWENS, DOOLEY of Cali-
fornia, PORTER, HINCHEY, and Mr. 
DELAHUNT changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Messrs. SHAYS, GILMAN, Mrs. 
MEEK of Florida, Ms. KILPATRICK, 
Mr. INSLEE, and Mr. MATSUI changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

b 1615 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN THE EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 2418, ORGAN 
PROCUREMENT AND TRANS-
PLANTATION NETWORK AMEND-
MENTS OF 1999 

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that in the engross-
ment of the bill, H.R. 2418, the Clerk be 
authorized to correct section numbers, 
punctuation, and cross references and 
to make such other technical and con-
forming changes as may be necessary 
to reflect the actions of the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOBSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on the bill, H.R. 2418. 

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Is 
there objection to the request of the 
gentleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3660, PARTIAL-BIRTH ABOR-
TION BAN ACT OF 2000 

Mr. LINDER, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 

(Rept. No. 106–559) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 457) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 3660) to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to ban partial- 
birth abortions, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1824 

Mr. MASCARA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to have my name 
removed as a cosponsor on H.R. 1824. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman 
Williams, one of his secretaries. 

f 

REPORT OF THE CORPORATION 
FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Commerce: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 19(3) of the 
Public Telecommunications Act of 1992 
(Public Law 102–356), I transmit here-
with the report of the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 4, 2000. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

STATE DEPARTMENT HAS CER-
TIFIED CUBA AS CHILD-ABUSER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I would like to refer to an article 
that was in Human Events on February 
18 of this year entitled ‘‘State Depart-
ment has Certified Cuba as a Child- 
abuser’’ country. And the article reads 
as follows, ‘‘the Clinton State Depart-
ment’s most recent annual human 
rights report describes Fidel Castro’s 
Cuba as a vicious police state where 
children in particular are targeted for 
abuse by the government, but that, ap-

parently, means nothing to the Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service, an 
agency of Attorney General Janet 
Reno’s Justice Department, which re-
mains determined to deny even an ini-
tial political asylum hearing to a 6- 
year-old Elian Gonzalez, the Cuban boy 
who arrived in Florida on Thanks-
giving Day clinging desperately to an 
inner tube. 

An INS spokesman told Human 
Events last week that the agency will 
not alter its position because of infor-
mation in the State Department re-
port. The INS has determined, said 
spokesman Maria Cardona, that the 
true will of the boy’s father is that he 
be returned. Is it impossible, she asked 
rhetorically, that a little boy could 
grow up in a loving family in Cuba? 

President Castro exercises control 
over all aspects of Cuban life through 
the Communist Party and the state se-
curity apparatus says the State De-
partment report published in February 
1999. A new report is due out in a few 
weeks. 

Castro says the report uses agents of 
the Ministry of the Interior to inves-
tigate and suppress all public dissent. 
The agents recruit informers through-
out Cuban society to create a pervasive 
system of vigilance. Jailed dissidents 
face a prison system designed to ter-
rorize. Prison guards and state security 
officials says the State Department 
also subjected activists to threats of 
physical violence, systematic psycho-
logical intimidation and with deten-
tion or imprisonment in cells with 
common and violent criminals, aggres-
sive homosexuals or state security 
agents posing as prisoners. 

The report also cites widespread tu-
berculosis, hepatitis, parasitic infec-
tions and malnutrition in Castro’s pris-
ons. Prison officials, it says, regularly 
confiscate food or medicine brought to 
political prisoners by their relatives. 

Short of imprisonment, Cuban dis-
sidents are frequently targeted for sys-
tematic harassment campaigns or acts 
of repudiation. Castro routinely 
conscripts children, get this, conscripts 
children to participate in these cam-
paigns in which neighbors, fellow work-
ers and members of state-controlled or-
ganizations are corralled in front of a 
target’s house. Once in place, they are 
coached to yell obscenities, damage 
property, and even physically attack 
the target. 

In 1998, for example, Castro targeted 
the family of a journalist whom he or-
dered arrested for allegedly insulting 
him. Communist Party leaders and 
government officials conscripted local 
workers and grade school students and 
high school students to rally in front of 
the family’s home and shout obsceni-
ties at the occupants before plain-
clothes security agents bashed down 
the door and beat family members. 

Cuban youths are also forced to pro-
vide labor to the state. The govern-
ment employs forced labor, including 
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