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as an instructor in psychology and philosophy
and later served as Academic Dean.

In addition to her outstanding commitment
to Hilbert, Sister Edmunette has been widely
recognized for her tireless efforts and dedi-
cated service to our community. She has re-
ceived the Liberty Bell Award for the Erie
County Bar Association, the Community Serv-
ice Award from the Southtowns Coalition of
Community Service, and was recently named
the 1999 Citizen of the Year by the Hamburg
Independent Citizens Club.

For the past 44 years, Sister Edmunette has
maintained an active membership with the
Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph. In addition to
her religious service, Sister Edmunette is a
member and past secretary of the Western
New York Consortium of Higher Education
and the Rotary Club of Hamburg/Sunrise, a
member of the Mirror Board of Mercy/Our
Lady of Victory hospitals and on the board of
directors of Hopevale, Inc.

Mr. Speaker, today | would like to join the
faculty, staff, and administration of Hilbert Col-
lege, the countless students who have studied
at Hilbert, and indeed, all of Western New
York in tribute to Sister Edmunette Paczesny.
Best wishes to her in her next quarter century
at Hilbert.

———

IN HONOR OF AL GUZMAN, RE-
SPECTED POLICE CHIEF AND
LEADER

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment in order to express my grati-
tude and thanks to the Union City, California
Chief of Police Al Guzman, who unfortunately
will be retiring at the end of June.

Al Guzman came to Union City so that he
could fish along the shoreline. Later, as a col-
lege student, Guzman volunteered his time to
ride along with the newly founded Union City
Police Department. Soon after, he was invited
to join the police force as a reserve officer.

In March of 1968, Al Guzman was hired by
the Union City Police Department as a full
time officer and remained loyal to the force for
33 years. Moreover, he served as the Depart-
ment's Chief of Police for 13 years. Chief
Guzman is a leader in involving the commu-
nity with police concerns so that conflicts and
tensions within the city are solved more effi-
ciently and quickly, ensuring a safe and
healthy city.

Coupled with Guzman’s loyal service to the
police force, he worked closely with school of-
ficials and parents to address the needs of
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students. This resulted in his creation of the
School Resource Officers program in Union
City and the New Haven Unified School Dis-
trict.

Furthermore, through his leadership and vi-
sion, Union City initiated many innovative pro-
grams including the Head Start Child Care
Center located in the Decoto Park Plaza. Ad-
ditionally, another achievement of Chief
Guzman'’s is the adoption of the graffiti abate-
ment program and the creation of the Fred
Castro Park. Chief Guzman also was a co-
founder of the Police Activities League in
Union City which is responsible for providing
sports for young people as well as sponsoring
the Community Health and Science Fair.

Despite all of Al Guzman'’s extraordinary ac-
complishments, he is also the first Police Chief
in California to involve civilians in the creation
of both a Community Oriented Policing and
Problem Solving program as well as the
COPPS officers program. In addition to their
creation, under Chief Guzman’s leadership,
two resource centers were established that
housed the COPPS program with community
based organizations that provide services for
Union City residents. Guzman’s COPPS pro-
gram was recognized by Chiefs Magazine as
the model program for California.

Union City recently earned recognition by
the National Civic League as an All-American
City and also received the Helen Putnam
Award for Excellence by the League of Cali-
fornia Cities. And all of this was accomplished
during the tenure of Chief Guzman.

| ask my colleagues to join me in paying
tribute to this great community leader and vi-
sionary. Chief Al Guzman played an immense
role in making Union City a safe and model
city for others to follow and respect.

————
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a true American role model. Sgt.
Charles A. DaVis has faithfully served the resi-
dents of Eatontown and the State of New Jer-
sey for 25 years. He has diligently performed
his duties and has acted in such specialized
positions including, Patrolman, Detective, Ju-
venile Officer, Patrol Sergeant and most re-
cently as the Community Affairs Officer.

As a Juvenile Officer he utilized his college
training in Social Sciences and began a Fam-
ily Crisis Unit in Eatontown, where he spent
many hours with troubled teens and assisted
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them and their parents in ways to find com-
mon bridges over the “generation gap”. He
spent countless hours in our local public
schools, explaining to children about the haz-
ards of illegal drugs and alcohol abuse. He
also spent time teaching younger children
through such programs as “Danger Stranger”
and Halloween Safety.

Most recently he has served as our Com-
munity Affairs Officer and has acted as an
intermediary to help neighbors resolve their
differences before they escalate into court-
room battles. In addition he has initiated a
new program entitled The Citizen Police Acad-
emy. This program indoctrinates interested
citizens in many different aspects of police
work and helps them to understand how a po-
lice department diversifies itself to address
crime, traffic and public service in our town.
As you can see, Sgt. DaVis has worked very
hard at advancing the concept of “Community
Policing” in Eatontown.

If this isn’t enough, Sgt. DaVis initiated the
Bicycle Patrol in Eatontown and he is pres-
ently regarded as one of the leading training
officers in the state of New Jersey for Police
Bicycle Patrol. Sgt. DaVis has been an in-
structor at the Monmouth County Police Acad-
emy for nearly 20 years. He is a martial arts
expert and he instructs police recruits as well
as veteran officers in hand to hand defense
tactics, use of the police baton, and in the use
of martial arts.

All of his specialized efforts have been
sandwiched around the normal duties of a uni-
formed police officer who began his career in
1973 and who has spent the last 12 years as
a supervisor. Sgt. DaVis has spent his career
serving the people of Central New Jersey and
| rise today to honor this stellar career.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
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Mr. SHOWS. Mr. Speaker, | was away from
the floor of the House on Monday, April 3,
2000, on official business and was unable to
cast recorded votes on rollcalls 96 and 97.

Had | been present for rollcall 96, | would
have voted “yea” on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 1089, the Mutual
Fund Tax Awareness Act, as amended.

Had | been present for rollcall 97, | would
have voted “yea” on the motion to suspend
the rules and pass H.R. 3591, to provide for
the award of a gold medal on behalf of the
Congress to former President Ronald Reagan
and his wife Nancy Reagan in recognition of
their service to the Nation.
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