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education benefits offered by the serv-
ices. These conflicts make the GI bill, 
which is actually an earned benefit, 
less attractive than it could be. 

My legislation will improve and en-
hance the current educational benefits 
and create the GI bill for the 21st cen-
tury. 

One of the most important provisions 
of my legislation would give the Serv-
ice Secretaries the ability to authorize 
a service member to transfer his or her 
basic MGIB benefits, educationally, to 
family members. Many service mem-
bers tell us that they really want to 
stay in the service, but do not feel that 
they can stay and provide an education 
for their families. This proposed 
change will give them an opportunity 
to stay in the service and still provide 
an education for their spouses and chil-
dren. It will give the Service Secre-
taries a very powerful retention tool by 
allowing them to authorize transfer of 
basic GI bill benefits, that are earned 
through the service of the service man 
or woman, anytime after 6 years of 
service.

To encourage members to stay 
longer, the transferred benefits could 
not be used until completion of at least 
10 years of service. I believe that the 
services can use this much like a reen-
listment bonus to retain valuable serv-
ice members. It can be creatively com-
bined with reenlistment bonuses to cre-
ate a very powerful and cost effective 
incentive for highly skilled military 
personnel to stay in the Service. In 
talking with service members upon 
their departure from the military, we 
have found that family considerations 
play a crucial role in the decision of a 
member to continue their military ca-
reer. 

I found in discussions with military 
families and service members that at 
the 8- to 10- to 12-year mark when 
young service members are beginning 
to make a choice about whether to 
stay in the military, that choice is 
driven not so much by their own choice 
to serve the country—obviously they 
want to serve the country and stay in 
the military—that choice is more and 
more driven by family needs, whether 
their spouse is employed or whether 
their spouse would like to gain an 
extra degree or whether they need to 
create a college fund for their kids.

Reality dictates that we must ad-
dress the needs of the family in order 
to retain our soldiers, sailors, airmen, 
and marines. 

My legislation would also give the 
Secretaries the authority to authorize 
the Veterans’ Educational Assistance 
Program, known as VEAP. Those 
VEAP participants and those active 
duty personnel who did not enroll in 
Montgomery GI bill to participate in 
the current GI bill program. The VEAP 
participants would contribute $1,200, 
and those who did not enroll in the 
Montgomery GI bill would contribute 

$1,500. The services would pay any addi-
tional costs of the benefits of this 
measure. 

Another enhancement made by my 
proposal to the current GI bill extends 
the period in which the members of Re-
serve Components can utilize the pro-
gram. I was shocked to find out that 
currently, Reserve members lose their 
education benefits when they leave the 
service or after 10 years of service. 
Amazing, they have no benefits when 
they leave service. My legislation will 
permit them to use the benefits up to 5 
years after their separation from the 
military. This will encourage them to 
stay in the Reserves for a full career. 

It is obvious we are calling upon our 
reservists and our guards men and 
women more and more to fulfill our 
commitments around the globe. This 
will, I think, fulfill this Nation’s com-
mitment, certainly to our reservists, 
for an improvement in their edu-
cational opportunities.

Other provisions of this legislation 
would allow the Service Secretaries to 
pay 100 percent tuition assistance or 
enable service members to use the GI 
bill to cover any unpaid tuition and ex-
penses when the services do not pay 100 
percent of tuition. 

This will allow a service member an 
additional incentive to use the GI bill 
in service. Education begets education. 

I believe this is a necessary next step 
for improving education benefits for 
our military members and their fami-
lies. We have to offer them credible 
choices. If we offer them such options 
and treat the members and their fami-
lies properly, we will show them our re-
spect for their service and dedication, 
which they expect. Maybe then we can 
turn around our current sad retention 
statistics. This GI bill is an important 
retention tool for the services. 

We must continue to focus our re-
sources on retaining our personnel 
based on their actual life needs, par-
ticularly their need for an educational 
opportunity. This bill gives them hope.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 682 
At the request of Mr. HELMS, the 

name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 682, a bill to implement 
the Hague Convention on Protection of 
Children and Co-operation in Respect 
of Intercounty Adoption, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 729 
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. HELMS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 729, a bill to ensure that 
Congress and the public have the right 
to participate in the declaration of na-
tional monuments on federal land. 

S. 1016 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 

REID) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1016, a bill to provide collective bar-
gaining for rights for public safety offi-
cers employed by States or their polit-
ical subdivisions. 

S. 1116 
At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. BREAUX) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1116, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude income 
from the transportation of oil and gas 
by pipeline from subpart F income. 

S. 1507 
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1507, a bill to authorize the inte-
gration and consolidation of alcohol 
and substance programs and services 
provided by Indian tribal governments, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1638 
At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
BRYAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1638, a bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to extend the retroactive eligi-
bility dates for financial assistance for 
higher education for spouses and de-
pendent children of Federal, State, and 
local law enforcement officers who are 
killed in the line of duty. 

S. 1642 
At the request of Mr. COCHRAN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1642, a bill to amend part F of 
title X of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965 to im-
prove and refocus civic education, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1729 
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. KOHL), the Senator from Wis-
consin (Mr. FEINGOLD), and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1729, a bill to 
amend the National Trails System Act 
to clarify Federal authority relating to 
land acquisition from willing sellers 
for the majority of the trails, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1738 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1738, a bill to amend the Pack-
ers and Stockyards Act, 1921, to make 
it unlawful for a packer to own, feed, 
or control livestock intended for 
slaughter. 

S. 1755 
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 

name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1755, a bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to regulate interstate 
commerce in the use of mobile tele-
phones. 

S. 1855 
At the request of Mr. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
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(Mr. BOND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1855, a bill to establish age limita-
tions for airmen. 

S. 1941 
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name 

of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 1941, a 
bill to amend the Federal Fire Preven-
tion and Control Act of 1974 to author-
ize the Director of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency to provide 
assistance to fire departments and fire 
prevention organizations for the pur-
pose of protecting the public and fire-
fighting personnel against fire and fire-
related hazards. 

S. 1946 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1946, a bill to amend the National 
Environmental Education Act to redes-
ignate that Act as the ‘‘John H. Chafee 
Environmental Education Act,’’ to es-
tablish the John H. Chafee Memorial 
Fellowship Program, to extend the pro-
grams under that Act, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1998 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1998, a bill to establish the Yuma 
Crossing National Heritage Area. 

S. 2018 
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SANTORUM) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2018, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to revise the update factor used in 
making payments to PPS hospitals 
under the medicare program. 

S. 2062 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
BROWNBACK) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2062, a bill to amend chapter 4 of 
title 39, United States Code, to allow 
postal patrons to contribute to funding 
for organ and tissue donation aware-
ness through the voluntary purchase of 
certain specially issued United States 
postage stamps. 

S. 2082 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2082, a bill to establish a pro-
gram to award grants to improve and 
maintain sites honoring Presidents of 
the United States. 

S. 2084 
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the 

names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
DEWINE) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2084, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the amount of the charitable de-
duction allowable for contributions of 
food inventory, and for other purposes. 

S. 2255 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 

(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2255, a bill to amend the Internet 
Tax Freedom Act to extend the mora-
torium through calendar year 2006. 

S. 2272 
At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 

name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2272, a bill to improve the administra-
tive efficiency and effectiveness of the 
Nation’s abuse and neglect courts and 
for other purposes consistent with the 
Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997. 

S. 2280 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the name of the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. BENNETT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2280, a bill to provide for the 
effective punishment of online child 
molesters. 

S. 2311 
At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the 

names of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT), and the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2311, a bill to revise 
and extend the Ryan White CARE Act 
programs under title XXVI of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act, to improve ac-
cess to health care and the quality of 
health care under such programs, and 
to provide for the development of in-
creased capacity to provide health care 
and related support services to individ-
uals and families with HIV disease, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2314 
At the request of Mr. SMITH of New 

Hampshire, the name of the Senator 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SANTORUM) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 2314, a 
bill for the relief of Elian Gonzalez and 
other family members. 

S. 2323 
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 

the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN), and the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. MACK) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2323, a bill to 
amend the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 to clarify the treatment of stock 
options under the Act. 

S. 2330 
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the 

names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. JEFFORDS) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2330, a bill to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal 
the excise tax on telephone and other 
communication services. 

S. 2340 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2340, a bill to direct the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology to establish a program to sup-
port research and training in methods 
of detecting the use of performance-en-
hancing substances by athletes, and for 
other purposes. 

S. CON. RES. 81 
At the request of Mr. ROTH, the name 

of the Senator from Minnesota (Mr. 

WELLSTONE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Con. Res. 81, a concurrent resolu-
tion expressing the sense of the Con-
gress that the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China should imme-
diately release Rabiya Kadeer, her sec-
retary, and her son, and permit them 
to move to the United States if they so 
desire. 

S.J. RES. 3 
At the request of Mr. KYL, the name 

of the Senator from Colorado (Mr. AL-
LARD) was added as a cosponsor of S.J. 
Res. 3, a joint resolution proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States to protect the rights of 
crime victims.

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 103—HONORING THE MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
AND FEDERAL CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES WHO SERVED THE NA-
TION DURING THE VIETNAM ERA 
AND THE FAMILIES OF THOSE 
INDIVIDUALS WHO LOST THEIR 
LIVES OR REMAIN UNAC-
COUNTED FOR OR WERE IN-
JURED DURING THAT ERA IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA OR ELSE-
WHERE IN THE WORLD DEFENSE 
OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL 
SECURITY INTERESTS 
Mr. CLELAND submitted the fol-

lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 103
Whereas the United States Armed Forces 

conducted military operations in Southeast 
Asia during the period (known as the ‘‘Viet-
nam era’’) from February 28, 1961, to May 7, 
1975; 

Whereas during the Vietnam era more than 
3,403,000 American military personnel served 
in the Republic of Vietnam and elsewhere in 
Southeast Asia in support of United States 
military operations in Vietnam, while mil-
lions more provided for the Nation’s defense 
in other parts of the world; 

Whereas during the Vietnam era untold 
numbers of civilian personnel of the United 
States Government also served in support of 
United States operations in Southeast Asia 
and elsewhere in the world; 

Whereas May 7, 2000, marks the 25th anni-
versary of the closing of the period known as 
the Vietnam era; and 

Whereas that date would be an appropriate 
occasion to recognize and express apprecia-
tion for the individuals who served the Na-
tion in Southeast Asia and elsewhere in the 
world during the Vietnam era: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) honors the service and sacrifice of the 
members of the Armed Forces and Federal 
civilian employees who during the Vietnam 
era served the Nation in the Republic of 
Vietnam and elsewhere in Southeast Asia or 
otherwise served in support of United States 
operations in Vietnam and in support of 
United States national security interests 
throughout the world; 

(2) recognizes and honors the sacrifice of 
the families of those individuals referred to 
in paragraph (1) who lost their lives or re-
main unaccounted for or were injured during 
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