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felony have decreased nearly 50 per-
cent, from 7,045 to approximately 3,800. 
In addition, while more than 500,000 
convicted felons and other prohibited 
purchasers have been prevented from 
purchasing firearms from federally, li-
censed firearms dealers under the 
Brady Handgun Violence Prevent Act, 
only 200 of these persons have been re-
ferred to the United States Department 
of Justice for prosecution. I have care-
fully studied the Project Exile program 
in Richmond, Virginia and am con-
vinced that it saves lives. Before 
Project Exile was implemented, Rich-
mond was one of the nation’s murder 
capitals, and Project Exile resulted in 
a 40 percent reduction in the number of 
murders committed with firearms. 
That is why for the past several 
months, I have been working to imple-
ment Arkansas Exile. By supporting S. 
2390, I hope to obtain the additional 
funding necessary to allow Arkansas 
and other states to implement a pro-
gram proven to reduce gun violence. 

Finally, I support S. 2390 because it is 
the right approach. The President and 
many of my Senate colleagues con-
demn firearms, which are inanimate 
objects, and the gun industry while ig-
noring and working to overturn the 
well-established legal principle and a 
third-party’s criminal act is an unfore-
seeable event for which a merchant 
may not be held liable. I am saddened 
and alarmed that the President and 
cities throughout the nation are using 
the vast resources for their govern-
ments to force the gun industry to 
take responsibility for the acts of 
criminals, and I am determined to do 
all I can do that the criminals, not the 
gun industry and law-abiding Ameri-
cans, are held responsible for gun vio-
lence.

f 

WRONGFUL IMPRISONMENT OF 13 
IRANIAN JEWS 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak on behalf of the thir-
teen Iranian Jews wrongfully impris-
oned and facing trial in Iran. I join 
with concerned people of all faiths 
around the nation, and the world, in 
calling for the observation of funda-
mental human rights and the ultimate 
goal of freedom for these innocent peo-
ple. 

Iran has recently taken some posi-
tive steps away from political and reli-
gious repression toward the acceptance 
of freedom, justice, and democracy. Re-
forms, however, have been marred by a 
disheartening lack of concern for the 
human rights of religious minorities in 
Iran. Throughout my life, I have been 
committed to furthering fundamental 
human rights, especially religious free-
dom, for both Americans and people 
throughout the world. Therefore, I was 
deeply concerned by the February 1999 
arrest of thirteen Iranian Jews infor-
mally accused of spying for Israel and 

the United States. Today, ten of the 
thirteen are still in jail awaiting trial, 
while the other three have been re-
leased on bail. This situation is espe-
cially troubling because these innocent 
community and religious leaders could 
face the death penalty if convicted. 

Mr. President, this entire legal or-
deal has been filled with Iranian Con-
stitutional violations and shrouded in 
secrecy. For instance, the thirteen 
have never been formally charged or 
indicted. This should be the first step 
in any legal proceeding, but it now ap-
pears almost certain the defendants 
will not know the charges they face 
until the trial begins. As a former At-
torney General of Missouri, I fully ap-
preciate what a daunting, if not impos-
sible, task it would be to build a cred-
ible defense without knowing the 
charges. 

Additionally, although it appears the 
Iranian government might have re-
cently reversed its previous position 
and agreed to allow the thirteen to 
choose their own legal counsel, the 
judge in the case has refused access to 
the defendants by their chosen attor-
neys. Beyond the seriously limiting re-
sults of this decision, the chosen attor-
neys cannot officially become the de-
fendant’s counsel until the necessary 
legal documents are signed, which will 
not occur until the attorneys and de-
fendants meet. The courts have created 
one of the worst ‘‘Catch-22s’’ I have 
seen. 

It also troubles me that the trial will 
be conducted in secrecy. After repeated 
requests by international observers and 
the press, the decision to keep the trial 
secret has been affirmed by the courts. 
For these obvious reasons, I believe it 
likely that the thirteen will not re-
ceive a fair and impartial trial. 

The members of the Jewish Iranian 
community, who out of respect and 
fear of the Islamic majority rarely 
speak out in public, have even made an 
uncharacteristic plea to the Iranian 
government. I join with this commu-
nity in asking for all defendants in 
Iran, regardless of religion or standing, 
to have access to legal counsel of their 
own choosing, and to be afforded the 
requirements of Iranian law for fair 
and open trials. In addition, I urge the 
Iranian government to grant permis-
sion for the ten jailed Iranian Jewish 
defendants to go home on furlough for 
Passover, which begins on the evening 
of April 19th, if the proceedings have 
not yet been completed. 

Mr. President, I rise today in support 
of the basic principles of human rights 
and religious freedom. The Iranian gov-
ernment must do the right thing and 
provide these defendants their funda-
mental rights, and the International 
Community must use all available 
pressure and diplomatic avenues to in-
fluence them to do so. And the United 
States Government should dem-
onstrate real leadership by diligently 

working to see the ultimate release of 
these thirteen Jewish Iranian defend-
ants. 

f 

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE 
Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the 

close of business yesterday, Tuesday, 
April 11, 2000, the Federal debt stood at 
$5,763,650,722,859.87 (Five trillion, seven 
hundred sixty-three billion, six hun-
dred fifty million, seven hundred twen-
ty-two thousand, eight hundred fifty-
nine dollars and eighty-seven cents). 

Five years ago, April 11, 1995, the 
Federal debt stood at $4,871,386,000,000 
(Four trillion, eight hundred seventy-
one billion, three hundred eighty-six 
million). 

Ten years ago, April 11, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,084,969,000,000 
(Three trillion, eighty-four billion, 
nine hundred sixty-nine million). 

Fifteen years ago, April 11, 1985, the 
Federal debt stood at $1,730,073,000,000 
(One trillion, seven hundred thirty bil-
lion, seventy-three million). 

Twenty-five years ago, April 11, 1975, 
the Federal debt stood at 
$511,156,000,000 (Five hundred eleven 
billion, one hundred fifty-six million) 
which reflects a debt increase of more 
than $5 trillion—$5,252,494,722,859.87 
(Five trillion, two hundred fifty-two 
billion, four hundred ninety-four mil-
lion, seven hundred twenty-two thou-
sand, eight hundred fifty-nine dollars 
and eighty-seven cents) during the past 
25 years. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

COMMEMORATION OF 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COUNSELING 
CENTER OF MILWAUKEE, INC. 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise 
today to commend an organization 
that has provided high quality mental 
health, residential, case management, 
prevention, treatment and outreach 
services to adults, youth and families 
in the Greater Milwaukee area for thir-
ty years. This organization is the 
Counseling Center of Milwaukee, Inc. 

The Counseling Center of Milwaukee 
came from humble beginnings. Estab-
lished in 1970 in the basement of Mil-
waukee’s St. Mary’s Hospital, it 
merged with the organization Path-
finders for Runaways in 1971. The Cen-
ter has since grown into a $2.3 million 
agency with 100 paid and volunteer 
staff. 

In working to fulfill its vision state-
ment of putting more people in charge 
of their lives, connecting to others and 
contributing to their communities, the 
Counseling Center of Milwaukee pro-
vides both individual and family serv-
ices including education, counseling, 
providing emergency shelter and men-
toring. 

The Counseling Center serves a vari-
ety of clients, most of whom are low 
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