April 13, 2000

IN HONOR OF THE EDMONDS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

HON. JAY INSLEE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, today | pay trib-
ute to the Edmonds Police Department in my
congressional district in Washington State.
This police agency is the first in Snohomish
County to achieve national accreditation. Such
an accreditation proves what many already
know: the Edmonds Police Department is a
skilled, efficient, and advanced law enforce-
ment agency.

Mr. Speaker, police officers are on the front
lines every day, ensuring that our communities
are safe. Police officers leave the comfort and
security of their homes to fulfill their duty to
serve and protect. Police officers grant com-
munities an important service, to secure the
lawfulness and safety that the public deserves.
The Edmonds Police Department, in particular,
has proven its commitment to the community
by becoming nationally accredited.

This national accreditation means that the
public will have better communication with the
police department including an annual internal
affairs report, better performance and re-
sponse times.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to take this op-
portunity to recognize the outstanding Ed-
monds Police Department, not only for its nu-
merous accomplishments such as this one,
but also for the great service it provides the
citizens of Edmonds.

APPLAUDING THE NALC FOOD
DRIVE EFFORTS

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to recognize
and commend the National Association of Let-
ter Carriers [NALC] for holding the Nation’s
largest one-day food drive. In past years the
NALC, through the personal contributions and
service of its members, has collected more
than 58 million pounds of food along various
postal routes throughout the Nation. The
NALC will be helping to feed American fami-
lies and children again this year during their
eighth annual food drive to feed hungry fami-
lies and children across the country.

During this unprecedented time of economic
expansion, Americans have benefitted from
low unemployment, rising wages, and low in-
flation. However, some Americans continue to
suffer from hunger. According to the Journal of
Public Health, an estimated 10 million Ameri-
cans suffer from the symptoms of hunger—4
million of which are children whose growth
and development is threatened by malnutri-
tion. These hard working families fail to make
ends meet for reasons ranging from institu-
tionalized poverty to a lack of educational re-
sources and inadequate health insurance. As
a result, some families are left with barely
enough resources to subsist on.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

In a nation of abundance, hardworking fami-
lies should not have to experience the effects
of hunger. Our postal carriers provide a valu-
able and much appreciated service through
their hard work and contribution to the greater
community. | commend the NALC for helping
to feed the Nation’s hungry and | encourage
Members to help support the NALC in their ef-
forts to feed America during their food drive on
Saturday, May 13.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
April 12, | was unavoidably detained on official
business and not present for rollcall vote Nos.
119-122.

Had | been present, | would have voted as
follows: “nay” on rollcall vote No. 119; “aye”
on rollcall vote No. 120; “aye” on rollcall vote
No. 121; and “aye” on rollcall vote No. 122.

EARTH DAY 2000
HON. SHERWOOD L. BOEHLERT

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 13, 2000

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, this morning
a number of my Republican colleagues and |
held a national press conference in advance
of Earth Day to release a list we call the “TR
10.” The TR 10 is a package of moderate Re-
publican initiatives named after our hero,
Theodore Roosevelt. The bills included are
Republican initiatives that have bipartisan sup-
port that ought to be enacted this year, and
that could be enacted this year. This is our
second annual TR 10 list, the last one was re-
leased with the late Senator John Chafee of
Rhode Island, another hero of ours.

As with last Earth Day, the release of this
list is designed to make several points beyond
bringing additional attention to good legisla-
tion. First, the environment always has been,
and remains, a bipartisan issue, a bipartisan
quest—an issue on which Republicans are of-
fering creative and essential leadership. Sec-
ond, there are plenty of good initiatives out
there, there is plenty of progress we can make
right now, even in a narrowly divided Con-
gress.

There’s a cliche around this town that noth-
ing gets done during an election year, espe-
cially nothing related to the environment. But
unlike most cliches, this one has no basis in
fact. In 1996, an election year, the 104th Con-
gress—not one known for its green cast—
passed the Food Quality Protection Act, the
Safe Drinking Water Act and a massive parks
bill, to name just a few landmarks. Similarly,
this year, we could pass CARA and numerous
other significant bills. Elections are more often
a spur to action than a barrier to it.

So the approach of Earth Day in this elec-
tion year should fill us with hope and optimism
because we are well positioned to make real
progress.
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THE TR 10: A REPUBLICAN AGENDA FOR
THE 106TH CONGRESS

(1) The Conservation and Reinvestment Act
(CARA, H.R. 701)

We support the passage of CARA, pref-
erably with the amendment being drafted by
Rep. Sherwood Boehlert (R-N.Y.). The bill
would provide permanent, off-budget funding
of the LWCF, which provides financing to
protect open spaces at the federal and state
level. Republicans, led by Chairman Don
Young (R-Alaska), are pushing for this land-
mark change in federal lands policy, which
would spend almost $3 billion on conserva-
tion programs. The Boehlert amendment
would make the distribution of funding more
equitable and would ensure that the bill ac-
complishes its environmental purposes.

(2) Water Resources and Development Act

(WRDA)/Everglades Restoration

We support the authorization of environ-
mentally friendly flood control and water
projects, particularly work to restore the
Everglades. Such projects are expected to be
included in the WRDA bill, which will be
drafted by the House Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment, chaired
by Congressman Boehlert. Boehlert is also
heading up an effort to increase funding for
water infrastructure by beefing up the state
revolving funds under the Clean Water Act.

(3) Environmentally Sound Electric
Deregulation

We support efforts to ensure that electric
deregulation benefits the environment. Done
properly, electric deregulation can improve
the environment while lowering utility
rates. But deregulation must include provi-
sions to limit emissions from coal plants and
to encourage the use of renewable sources of
energy. Congressmen Rick Lazio (R-N.Y.),
Jim Greenwood (R-Pa.) and Sherry Boehlert
are leading the effort to ensure that such
provisions are included in any legislation to
reduce limits on sulfur dioxide and nitrogen
oxides to prevent acid rain. Boehlert is also
pressing to control all four utility pollut-
ants.

(4) Credit for Voluntary Action (H.R. 2520)

We support Congressman Rick Lazio’s bill
to create credits for companies that are re-
ducing emissions of greenhouse gases. Cred-
its would encourage voluntary reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions and could be used
as part of any future regulatory regime.

(5) Beaches Environmental Assessment,
Clean Up and Health Act (H.R. 999)

We support legislation to ensure that our
coastal waters do not pose a health threat to
bathers, boaters and surfers. This bill, intro-
duced by Rep. Brian Bilbray (R-CA) and ap-
proved by the House, would require states to
update their water quality standards to pro-
tect human health in coastal recreation wa-
ters. The bill would provide grants to states
to implement the program.

(6) The Estuary Habitat Restoration
Partnership Act (H.R. 1775)

We support legislation introduced by Rep.
Wayne Gilchrest (R-Md.) that would restore
and protect our nation’s estuaries, which
harbor ecosystems that are vital to environ-
mental health and the fishing industry.

(7) The Long Island Sound Restoration Act

(H.R. 3313)
support legislation, introduced by
Reps. Nancy Johnson (R-Conn.) and Rick
Lazio, which would authorize additional
funds to clean up the pollution in the Long
Island Sound, a critical estuary and one of
the nation’s most populous coastal areas.

We
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