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Corps from 1943 until he retired in 1979.
After his long and distinguished serv-
ice, Joe shifted his focus to serving
older Louisianians as he began work
with the Ouachita Council on Aging in
1982.

Under his leadership, the Ouachita
Council on Aging has significantly in-
creased its senior services. Highteen
years ago, daily meals were delivered
to 80 seniors. Today, that number has
expanded to approximately 500. And, in
large part to Joe’s efforts to enhance
senior transportation, more seniors in
Ouachita Parish now have access to es-
sential services such as heart and can-
cer centers.

In addition to his work with the
Council on Aging, Joe has also served
as President of the Louisiana Council
on Aging Directors Association, on the
boards of the Louisiana Public Trans-
portation Association and Louisiana
State University Monroe Medical Cen-
ter, and as a member of the Louisiana
Elderly Health Care Council.

As ranking Democrat of the Senate
Special Committee on Aging, I can tell
you that Joe has been an invaluable re-
source to me and my Aging Committee
staff. Last November, he testified at an
Aging Committee field hearing in Mon-
roe and provided excellent insight into
the challenges faced by family care-
givers. Joe’s experience and insight
have enriched our work time and
again.

After many years of loyal service,
Joe recently retired from the Ouachita
Council on Aging. I want to thank him
for his hard work and dedication, and
wish him well in his retirement.e

————

RECOGNITION OF DAVID
FORRESTER OF THE LEARNING
OPPORTUNITIES CENTER

e Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I would
like to share with you an example of
how local educators are using the inno-
vations in the high tech field to im-
prove our children’s education. David
Forrester, founder and director of the
Learning Opportunities Center in
Tumwater, Washington, has created a
program that gives students with
unique needs the opportunity to work
at their own pace in an environment
that teaches them new skills and en-
courages them to excel. I would like to
take this opportunity to acknowledge
Mr. Forrester’s outstanding work and
give him my next Innovation in Edu-
cation Award.

David Forrester is the mastermind
behind the Learning Opportunities
Center which has grown over the last
six years and now supports 150 students
ages 9 to 21 from high schools in nearly
ten separate school districts. The Cen-
ter supports students from extremely
rural areas or who have struggled in
the traditional education system.
Through this center, students succeed
and take courses in English, Math, and
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Science through a computer system
specifically created for their needs.

With the help of grant money, Mr.
Forrester has designed software which
he has named Pathware. Pathware al-
lows him to manage a large scope of
curriculum and organize it to fit each
student’s needs. In essence, each stu-
dent has their own personalized pro-
gram that can help them work at their
own level and pace in multiple subject
areas, allowing him to maintain one-
on-one relationships with his students.

Pat Cusack, the Coordinator of the
School to Work program at the New
Market Vocational Skills Center con-
siders David Forrester to have, “He’s a
man with a big heart who puts kids
first with tireless energy and tremen-
dous vision.”

Shaun Rohr, a student of Mr.
Forrester, has told me that because of
the Learning Opportunities Center and
Mr. Forrester’s motivation, he has
been offered a job in web-page design.
Shaun says, ‘“Mr. Forrester is always
there to help, and shows you different
ways to approach a problem. At first I
was not ready to learn web-page de-
sign, but Mr. Forrester kept asking me
and showed me how. Without his belief
in me and his patience with me, I prob-
ably would not have learned.”

I applaud the dedication and hard
work of Mr. Forrester who has found
new and creative ways to serve the
needs of his students and I am proud to
recognize his contributions and his per-
sistence in carrying out his vision. By
creating so many new options for chil-
dren, Mr. Forrester is giving back to
local schools and setting a wonderful
example for those around him.e

———

WOODBRIDGE HIGH STUDENTS SE-
LECTED AS FINALISTS IN CIVICS
PROGRAM

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I am
pleased to rise today to congratulate 15
students and their teacher, Ms. Bar-
bara Hudson, from Woodbridge High
School in Bridgeville, DE, for their
outstanding achievement in qualifying
as finalists of the ‘““We the People . . .
The Citizen and the Consitiution’ pro-
gram.

This program is administered by the
Center for Civic Education which pro-
vides curricular materials at upper ele-
mentary, middle, and high school lev-
els for more than 26.5 million students
nationwide. These materials assist stu-
dents in obtaining a working knowl-
edge of our Constitution, Bill of
Rights, and the principles of demo-
cratic government.

Next, ‘“We the People’” conducts a 3-
day competition which tests a stu-
dent’s knowledge of the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights. A mock Con-
gressional committee hearing is con-
ducted in which the students testify
and then respond to questions on Con-
stitutional issues before a panel of
judges.
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This demanding competition takes
hard work and diligence to reach the
national finals, which are being held in
Washington, D.C. from May 6 to May 8,
2000. I am pleased to congratulate
those students from Woodbridge High
School who will be participating in the
final stage of this competition: Jen-
nifer Blackwell, Steve  Breeding,
Jarelle Bruso, John Conner, Rachel
Dawson, Shawnita Dorman, Chelsea
Ferrell, Adam Hickman, Jerome Hold-
er, Nick LaRusso, Kat Leiter, Jennifer
Sheets, Latoya Thompson, Robert
Tribbett, and Jessica Umstetter. To-
gether with the help of their teacher,
Ms. Hudson, they successfully learned
and applied a deep knowledge and un-
derstanding of the fundamental prin-
ciples and values of our constitutional
democracy. Their knowledge will be
tested yet again during the national
finals, where they will compete with
more than 1,200 students from through-
out the United States.

It is exciting to see these young peo-
ple from Delaware and so many other
students from across the Nation ex-
pressing interest in our country’s Gov-
ernment. Programs such as ‘“We the
People” help to inspire new genera-
tions of leaders. These students from
Woodbridge High School are shining
examples of the promise bright young
people offer the future of this country.

It is my honor to recognize these stu-
dents who represent excellence in Dela-
ware scholastics, and I am sure that
my fellow Delawareans join me in
wishing these young ‘‘Constitutional
experts’’ the best of luck during the up-
coming competition.e

A TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL SCIENCE
AND TECHNOLOGY WEEK

e Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I proudly
rise today in recognition of National
Science and Technology Week. Since
1985, the National Science Foundation
has used this opportunity to celebrate
and bring awareness to the scientific
and technological wonders that encom-
pass our lives.

American spirit and determination
have created advancements our society
could not have imagined a mere 50
years ago. As the world embraces the
new information age, our quality of life
has been the benefactor. Telecommuni-
cations and the Internet have brought
billions of people together, while bio-
technology research gives hope to solv-
ing many of our world’s medical mys-
teries. Environmental technology al-
lows increased sustainability of our
precious natural resources and space
sciences open up new and exciting
worlds.

Science, education, and community
organizations all over the U.S. are par-
ticipating in National Science and
Technology Week. Clearly, promoting
the awareness of science and tech-
nology to the public benefits everyone.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-05T12:10:14-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




