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So (two-thirds having voted in favor 

thereof) the rules were suspended and 
the bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title was amended so as to read: 
‘‘A bill to direct the Secretary of the 
Interior to conduct a study of the Gold-
en Spike/Crossroads of the West Na-
tional Heritage Area Study Area and to 
establish the Crossroads of the West 
Historic District in the State of 
Utah.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained today, May 2, 2000. If I 
had been present for rollcall No. 131, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ If I had been present for 
rollcall No. 132, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–600) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 482) providing for 
the consideration of motions to sus-
pend the rules, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 673, FLORIDA KEYS WATER 
QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS ACT 
OF 2000 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–601) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 483) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 673) to 
authorize the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to 
make grants to the Florida Keys Aque-
duct Authority and other appropriate 
agencies for the purpose of improving 
water quality throughout the marine 
ecosystem of the Florida Keys, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2957, LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN 
BASIN RESTORATION ACT 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–602) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 484) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2957) to 
amend the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act to authorize funding to 
carry out certain water quality res-
toration projects for Lake Pont-
chartrain Basin, Louisiana, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 1106, ALTERNATIVE WATER 
SOURCES ACT OF 1999 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 106–603) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 485) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1106) to 
authorize the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to 
make grants to State agencies with re-
sponsibility for water source develop-
ment for the purpose of maximizing 
available water supply and protecting 
the environment through the develop-
ment of alternative water sources, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

AMERICAN AND MEXICAN TRUCK 
DRIVERS ARE CASUALTIES OF 
NAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to recognize two often-over-
looked groups of people who have been 
innocent casualties of NAFTA, Amer-
ican and Mexican truck drivers. While 
I have repeated time and time again 
that American truckers will be forced 
to compete with their unregulated and 
underpaid counterparts south of the 
border, Mexican truck drivers are often 
overlooked casualties. But the truth is 
that NAFTA and its evil minions have 
forced Mexican truck drivers to work 1, 
2 and even 3 days straight to get their 
goods to the U.S.-Mexican border. 

The Mexican Government is one of 
the accomplices. Even though Canacar, 
the Mexican trucking association, has 
asked for 5 more years before the bor-
der is opened to unlimited truck haul-
ing, the Mexican Government contin-
ually demands that the border be open 
immediately. Canacar admits that the 
Mexican truck fleet is old and in gen-
eral disrepair, and neither the fleet nor 
its crews are safely ready to compete 
with newer American trucks and its 
rested drivers. 

So why does the Mexican Govern-
ment continue to push for the cross-
border opening? Because the Mexican 
Government does not seem to care 
much about its own citizens. Right 
now, the Mexican economic system 
forces truck operators to drive days on 
end, and, as reported in a story by the 
International Brotherhood of Team-
sters, most of these drivers are often 

VerDate jul 14 2003 12:49 Aug 24, 2004 Jkt 029102 PO 00000 Frm 00033 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR00\H02MY0.001 H02MY0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE 6299May 2, 2000
fueled by narcotics. Mexican truck 
drivers freely admit that they would 
prepare for long hauls with beer, mari-
juana, pills, and cocaine. 

According to one driver, ‘‘You must 
not eat too much meat on a long run, 
because it will make you sleepy and 
then you need more cocaine.’’ Clearly, 
these drivers are sleep deprived. 

As another driver, Juan Alvarez, put 
it, ‘‘The biggest problem is lack of 
sleep. I just drove 36 hours straight. 
Sometimes I get 6 to 12 hours off be-
tween loads.’’ Juan does this for $500 
for every 15 days that he drives. 

The Mexican Government and its 
company-sponsored union have forced 
these drivers into this predicament. 
Unlike American drivers, Mexican 
drivers have no right to speak freely or 
bargain collectively. They know little 
about the specifics of the NAFTA trea-
ty, and their government likes it that 
way. 

So this brings us back to the Amer-
ican truck drivers, who would be un-
fairly forced to compete against Mexi-
can truck drivers that are treated with 
indifference by their own government. 
But American truckers realize that the 
Mexican truck drivers are not treated 
as people by their government; and 
that, simply put, is not the fault of 
Mexican truck drivers. It is the Mexi-
can system that is at fault. It is our 
fault for entering into a treaty with a 
country that has a completely different 
socio-economic and labor-management 
structure than ours. 

Thankfully, President Clinton did 
not open up the borders, as NAFTA 
called for, on January 1, 2000. Because 
if he did, we would have thousands of 
these sleep-deprived Mexican truckers 
driving all over our highways and by-
ways throughout this Nation endan-
gering other truckers and motorists on 
the road.

b 1845 

In fact, many Mexican trucks and 
their drivers have already been found 
illegally in States throughout the 
United States of America. Most likely 
because their government tells them 
little about our current law. 

Clearly, President Clinton made the 
right decision by keeping the border 
closed. For the sake of all American 
truckers’ jobs and the safety of the 
American public, let us hope it stays 
that way for a long, long time.

f 

IN MEMORY OF EVANDER S. 
SIMPSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, to-
night I rise to pay homage to Evander 
S. Simpson of Smithfield, North Caro-
lina, who died on April 27 after a long 
and fruitful life. His passing has re-

moved from North Carolina’s Second 
Congressional District a giant of com-
munity service, a leader of humanity, 
and a man who has left the world im-
measurably better than he found it. 

The death of Evander Simpson leaves 
a void that will not soon be filled. Mr. 
Simpson was a member of what Tom 
Brokaw called ‘‘The Greatest Genera-
tion.’’ Those were the men and women 
who went off collectively to save the 
world when World War II was thrust 
upon them. And it was they who, when 
the war was over, joined in joyous and 
short-lived celebrations, then imme-
diately began the task of rebuilding 
their lives and the world that they 
wanted. 

Brokaw’s description certainly fits 
the life of Evander Simpson. Born in 
1914 in Sampson County to a father 
who served for 35 years as a teacher 
and principal, his future and career di-
rection was foreordained. Mr. Simpson 
attended the University of North Caro-
lina, eventually receiving a bachelor’s 
degree, a master’s degree, and an ad-
vanced certificate for school adminis-
tration from that institution. By the 
age of 24, Evander had become prin-
cipal of Newton Grove High School. 

World War II intervened; and Mr. 
Simpson, then serving as Secretary to 
the Committee on Education in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, volun-
teered for the Navy, answering the call, 
as Tom Brokaw said, ‘‘to help save the 
world from the two most powerful 
ruthless and military machines ever 
assembled, instruments of conquest in 
the hands of fascist maniacs.’’ Mr. 
Simpson served as a gunnery officer in 
action in the Arctic and in both the At-
lantic and Pacific Oceans. 

With the end of the war, Mr. Simpson 
came home to North Carolina, and for 
the next 3 years worked at North Caro-
lina State University counseling the 
thousands of Tar Heel veterans who 
were flooding into our colleges and uni-
versities determined to make up for 
the time that they had lost while they 
were off fighting the war. A position as 
a high school principal followed, but in 
1951 Mr. Simpson was appointed super-
intendent of Johnston County schools, 
a position which he would hold for 29 
years and that would define the rest of 
his life and leave an indelible impres-
sion on the people of Johnston County 
and North Carolina.

Evander Simpson and Johnston County’s 
schools were at the heart of the county’s 
progress over those 29 years. Eighteen 
schools were consolidated into five. Accredita-
tion for all schools in the country from the 
State Department of Public Instruction and the 
Southern Association of Schools was ob-
tained. Teacher pay supplements were estab-
lished, kindergarten programs were estab-
lished county wide, and Mr. Simpson was 
deeply involved in the establishment of the 
Johnston County Community College. Mr. 
Simpson earned a reputation of being one of 
the top school superintendents in the nation 
during those years. 

An indefatigable man whose devotion to his 
county was legendary, Evander found time to 
serve 14 years on the Board of Trustees of 
the University of North Carolina, to serve as 
president of the North Carolina Education As-
sociation, to serve for 30 years on the John-
ston County Board of Health, and to serve for 
six years on the board of the University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington. 

Mr. Simpson was a Paul Harris Fellow in 
Rotary International, a member of the Amer-
ican Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and 
the Chamber of Commerce. That organization 
awarded him its Distinguished Citizen Award 
in 1969. He was a deacon, Sunday school su-
perintendent, and Brooks Bible Class teacher 
for more than 35 years at Smithfield First Bap-
tist Church. 

No man has ever loved his country 
and its history more than Evander 
Simpson. Johnston County residents 
know that his every speech would in-
clude references to the great docu-
ments of this Nation. A speech to vet-
erans might include George Washing-
ton’s prayer on his inauguration as 
President. A speech to a civic club 
would include a reference to the Dec-
laration of Independence or Lincoln’s 
Gettysburg address, both of which he 
could recite to memory. The great 
speeches of history were fodder for his 
mill, including the great inaugural 
speech by President Kennedy, ‘‘Ask not 
what your country can do for you, ask 
what you can do for your country.’’ 

Generations of Johnston County indi-
viduals were influenced by the great 
good of Evander Simpson. He believed 
in the innate goodness of men and 
women, that people of good will could 
find acceptable answers to any prob-
lem, that the spiritual needs of human-
ity must be served, that planning for 
the future was preferable to lamenting 
of the failures of the past. 

The great sportswriter Grantland 
Rice could have had Evander Simpson 
in mind when he wrote the following: 
‘‘For when the great scorer comes to 
mark against your name, he writes not 
that you won or lost but how you 
played the game.’’ 

Evander Simpson played the game 
with dedication to God and his commu-
nity. We who are left can only thank a 
kind providence that placed him along 
beside us on this highway of life. 

I am also pleased this evening to say 
to this body that I am also placing 
with this speech a tribute to Evander 
Simpson read by Miss Carolyn G. Ennis 
at Mr. Simpson’s funeral on April 30, 
2000, and that tribute follows my re-
marks herewith, Mr. Speaker:

A MAN NAMED SIMPSON 
(By Carolyn G. Ennis) 

And God stepped out on space 
And he looked around and said, 
I’m lonely, I’ll make me an educator. 
So God made many teachers and principals. 
And the young children were taught. 
And the young children learned. And God 

said, ‘‘That’s good.’’ 
And God said, I’m lonely still. I need a dy-

namic leader 
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