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of Hudson County, this is more than a mis-
sion, it is a cerebral way of life. And the an-
nual “Outstanding Achievement Award” hon-
ors those who have truly embraced this way of
life, giving of themselves in a profoundly self-
less and compassionate manner.

This year there are three such individuals,
and | am proud to honor them as well. | honor
them for their compassion; | honor them for
their dedication; and | applaud them for what
they have done for people with disabilities.

Henry Sanchez, Migdalia Viole, and Vincent
J. Bottino where chosen by UPC of Hudson
County to receive the “Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award” because they exemplify the
strength of character and sense of purpose
necessary to become outstanding community
leaders. Hudson County has benefited enor-
mously from their very special contribution to
the community.

| ask my colleagues to join me as | honor
these extraordinary individuals for their unpar-
alleled commitment to bettering the lives of
people with disabilities. Congratulations to this
year's “Outstanding Achievement Award” win-
ners.

———
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, today | honor a
number of Pittsburgh residents who will be
honored on May 6 with Bloomfield Citizens
Council Awards. Every year, the Bloomfield
Citizens Council presents these awards as a
way of recognizing members of the community
who have made a significant contribution to
the quality of life in Bloomfield. | would like to
take this opportunity to mention the 2000
award recipients and commend them for their
efforts to make Bloomfield a better place to
live.

For their hard work, commitment, and enor-
mous amount of volunteer time given for the
love of the community and its children, mem-
bers of the Immaculate Conception School
Parent Teacher's Guild are receiving the Mary
Cercone Outstanding Citizens Award. The
members of the Guild being honored include:
Nick and Amy Balestra, Tammy Bruno, Nancy
Cherico, Beverly Helwich, Craig and Rosina
Koziell, Janet Langer, Larry Lordeon, Frank
and Renee Magliocco, Faye Parker, Ray Polk,
Crystal Scullion, and Antionette Surmacy. This
group of people is a symbol of the family val-
ues and the rich heritage of the Bloomfield
community.

As president of the Immaculate Conception
Christian Mothers for 38 years, Ann Scuilli has
earned the Neighborhood Loyalty Award. She
has demonstrated a sincere dedication to the
betterment of Bloomfield with the unselfish giv-
ing of her personal time and willingness to
work with others as a true team player.

Patrick McGonigle is the 2000 recipient of
the Community Commitment Award for this
consistent willingness to assist the Bloomfield
Citizens Council in its efforts to work for the
betterment of Bloomfield. He has given his

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

time to promoting the Bloomfield Halloween
Parade and the Bloomfield Preservation Cen-
ter.

This year, the Extra Mile Award is given to
Jolene Owens. She has given a decade of
service to the Bloomfield Citizens Council. She
has improved the BCC through her constant
willingness to volunteer and by successfully
accomplishing every task she is assigned.

For her heroic actions in entering a burning
building to alert the second and third floor ten-
ants of a life-threatening fire, Mary Gratta is
the recipient of the Heroism Award. She risked
her own life in the interest of saving others.

Nick and Amy Balestra have won the Keep-
ing Christ in Christmas Award for their front
yard display of a large handmade manger.

For their creative Christmas decorations that
added beauty to the community, George and
Eleanor Sciullo are receiving the Most Out-
standing and Completely Decorated Home
Award.

Russell and Leah Carlisle are given the
Most Creative Design Award for their bal-
anced, colorful Christmas decorations.

The recipients of this year's Bloomfield Citi-
zens Council awards have all made significant
contributions to the quality of life in Bloomfield
and deserve recognition for their efforts. |
commend them all, as well as the Bloomfield
Citizens Council, for their dedication to their
community.

———
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, functioning de-
mocracy in the newly emerging independent
states of the former Soviet Union requires set-
ting up new political institutions and devel-
oping the means of conducting the people’s
business. As we have seen in many of these
countries, this is proving to be a challenge be-
yond the patience and political will of their
leaders, particularly given the harsh economic
conditions throughout the region. More often
than not, responsible economic policies rep-
resent, in the short term, even greater hard-
ships for the people whose support is essen-
tial if democracy and market economy are to
be sustained in these countries.

In Ukraine this challenge was put to test
earlier this year when the Verkhovna Rada,
Ukraine’s parliament, was confronted with a
serious political crisis over the selection of the
Speaker and other leadership positions. The
Leftist forces, though in the minority, have
managed to control the parliament for the past
18 months, thwarting the majority’s efforts to
implement President Kuchma’s legislative
agenda.

A vivid description of how the leftist speak-
er, Oleksandr Tkachenko, thwarted the major-
ity and the subsequent developments that led
to his ouster are provided in a report by the
U.S.-Ukraine Foundation. In Update on
Ukraine, February 24, 2000, Markian Bilynskj
writes.
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Until January 21, the final day of the fourth
parliamentary session, the Rada was presided
over by a chairman whose political ambitions
and sense of indispensability were matched
only by his limitations. Oleksandr Tkachenko
had been elected essentially by default 18
months earlier as elements within the Rada
and beyond fought to prevent the chairman-
ship from falling into the hands of anyone har-
boring presidential ambitions. His eventual,
somewhat surprise decision to run brought
about a further politicization of the legislative
process and was the principal reason behind
the Rada’s growing ineffectiveness.
Tkanchenko’s final unabashed identification
with the communist candidate—a fitting con-
clusion to what can only be described as a
parody of an election campaign—represented
an abandonment of any pretense at impar-
tiality and irreversibly undermined his credi-
bility as Rada chairman. At the same time,
President Leonid Kuchma’s re-election altered
the broader political context within which the
Rada had to operate to such an extent that
Tkachenko was transformed from a largely
compromise figure into an anachronism.

After the December election, President
Kuchma’s administration joined with the pro-
reform  majority to challenge Speaker
Oleksandr Tkachenko and his Communist-Left
forces and succeeded in electing a new
Speaker and many of the leadership positions
in the Rada. The result is a newly constituted
parliament with a majority now occupying key
positions that is capable of responding to
President Kuchma and Prime Minister
Yuschenko’s reform agendas.

| would like to submit for the record and
bring to the attention of my colleagues an
interview with Grigoriy Surkis, a prominent,
businessman and member of the Rada.

IT’S TIME FOR TRANSPARENCY
(By Grigoriy Surkis)

It would be desirable if our Parliament did
not have deep divisions between the majority
and minority factions; however this is not
possible due to deep-rooted ideological divi-
sions in the country.

Former Speaker Tkachenko, leader of the
Communists in the Rada, demonstrated his
inability to work out a compromise even
when the majority announced a willingness
to work cooperatively with Communist lead-
ers on a legislative program.

By the way, leaders of the Ukraine Com-
munists should learn a lesson from their
Russian counterparts, who recently made a
deal with the pro-government factions in or-
ganizing the Duma and distributing assign-
ments among party leaders. They have a dif-
ficult time understanding that Communist
authoritarianism does not exist in post-So-
viet societies, nor is it as strong after eight
years of democracy.

However, it remains to be seen how the
pro-government block in Russia will get the
Communist Speaker of the Duma to act on
progressive legislation and actually achieve
results. I sincerely wish that this arrange-
ment will work so that the people of Russia
benefit from progressive changes that will
improve living standards that make for a
better society.

In my opinion, Ukraine has chosen the
right path. In parliament, we formed a ma-
jority bloc by uniting the ‘‘healthy’’ forces
who were committed to reform legislation.
This is necessary to ensure speedy action on
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