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a range of progressive proposals to deal with
the problems of our pension system, taxes,
and the criminal and civil code. This will
help us to clean house in the Rada and insti-
tute badly needed changes that, in the past,
impeded our efforts to confront these needs.

Is compromise possible? Let’s think about
it. We want our people to live in a new envi-
ronment but there are some who want to pull
us back to the old Soviet system. To go back
is to lose hope and confidence in our ability
to improve our situation. The reformers
want a government that will enable people
to own property while the Communists want
people to be the property of the state. We be-
lieve that the Constitution is the basic law,
but they still believe the ‘‘Party’ is the su-
preme authority.

Finally, in a democracy it is acceptable to
have a compromise, which is how people
work out their differences. But the old guard
distrusts working with what they see as the
‘““bourgeois’ and reject efforts to resolve dif-
ferences amicably. So we are not talking
about compromise in terms of confronting
the issues and resolving differences, but the
Communists see any negotiations with re-
formers as selling out or imposing a
kompromat on us. I am reminded of the
words of the great Golda Meir, who was born
in Kiev, who once said: “We want to live. Our
neighbors want to see us dead. I am afraid
that this does not leave any space for com-
promise’’.

The problem would not be so serious if we
were talking only about Parliament. How-
ever, we are talking about society as a
whole. The Leftists seem committed to de-
stroying the Rada, the one institution that
ensures representation of the people in gov-
ernment decision making. Perhaps they do
not know about Abraham Lincoln’s state-
ment that a house divided cannot succeed
and that their intransigence will prevent de-
mocracy from taking root in Ukraine. Every-
one knows what happens to the person if his
right leg makes two steps forward and the
left remains rooted in the same spot.

I want to stress again that after the 1999
presidential election, it became obvious that
a divided parliament with a Communist as
Speaker would prove unacceptable and only
serve to obstruct the reform agenda of the
government. Had the Communists prevailed,
they would have taken the country down the
back road of political fatalism. Yet there are
some who worry that the unfairness of win-
ners hides the guilt of losers. I can only say
that if the Leftists had won the election, we
would not be asking these questions.

I am afraid that if the majority had al-
lowed a Communist to remain as Speaker, it
would have proved to be a temporary solu-
tion, similar to what will happen with the
Duma. In the United States, it is possible for
the Republicans to control the Congress and
the other party to have the Presidency. This
is possible because America has 200 years of
experience working within democratic sys-
tem.

Our country does not have time to wait.
For us, every day without enacting and im-
plementing laws is a huge setback for a
country that must accomplish so much in a
critically short time. The majority knows
that it is impossible to form a parliament
without the opposition, and it is our inten-
tion to treat proposals from the opposition
seriously. We have assumed political respon-
sibility that gives us an opportunity to co-
operate with the newly re-elected president
who bears the main responsibility for society
as a whole.

We recognize that it is the president who
must provide the leadership and direct the
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institutions of government. Throughout the
years of Ukraine’s independence, there is not
a single case when the three branches of
power simultaneously worked together on
behalf of Ukrainian citizens. Today we must
take responsibility and are ready to be ac-
countable for our actions.

Once again, we do not have time. The ma-
jority of Ukrainian citizens spoke very clear-
ly in the recent election of giving President
Kuchma a new four-year term. By this vote,
they rejected the Communist Party and the
idea of turning back to the old system where
freedom and human rights did not exist.

The Communists, of course, feel threatened
by the new democratic forces and their re-
form agenda. They do not want to relinquish
power and recognize that a new generation of
intelligent and resourceful leaders is taking
charge. That is the promise of democracy
and, if given a chance to succeed, the future
of Ukraine in the new millennium.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, due to flu, | un-
avoidably missed 8 votes on April 13th. If |
had been present, | would have voted as fol-
lows:

“Yes” on the Journal (rollcall No. 123).

“No” on the Rule to the Budget Resolution
(No. 124).

“No” on the Budget Resolution because it
sets up unworkable appropriations caps and
cuts vital domestic spending too deeply (No.
125).

“Yes” on the Rangel motion to recommit the
Date Certain Tax Code Replacement Act (No.
126).

“No” on the Date Certain Tax Code Re-
placement Act (No. 127). To say one is going
to end a tax system without spelling out what
the replacement will be is economic nonsense
and, if anyone actually believed this nonsense,
would lead to tremendous financial instability.

“Yes” on the Rural Local Broadcast Signal
Act (No. 128).

“Yes” on Mr. BARRETT amendment to the
Radio Broadcasting Preservation Act (No.
129), and

“No” on passage of the Radio Broadcasting
Preservation Act (No. 130).

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, on April 13,
2000, this Member inadvertently voted “aye”
on rollcall vote 127 on final passage of H.R.
4199, the Date Certain Tax Code Replace-
ment Act. This Member is opposed to the bill
and intended to vote “no” on final passage as
his statement at that time on H.R. 4199 re-
flected his opposition to the bill.

May 2, 2000

IN TRIBUTE TO MAYOR BILL
LEWIS OF ENNIS, TEXAS

HON. MARTIN FROST

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, | pay tribute to a
fellow Texan who is both a longtime personal
friend and an outstanding civic leader in the
24th Congressional District, Mayor Bill Lewis
of Ennis, Texas.

Mayor Lewis will be honored this Friday by
his home community and many friends for
more than 30 years as a dedicated public
servant. He has recently announced his inten-
tion to retire after this term as mayor, opting
to spend more time with his family.

He spent a quarter century in Oak CIiff,
where he worked with and retired from TU
Electric long before it had that name. His of-
fice was in the same building as mine more
than two decades ago, so we were business
neighbors who became friends. He was a man
of endless energy in the Oak Cliff community
affairs for 23 years serving an endless array of
charitable and public organizations.

When he retired from TU, he and his wife
moved back to her childhood home, the city of
Ennis. And although retired from business life,
Bill continued the strong tradition of public
service that has made him one of the most re-
spected men | know. He has tirelessly served
his community as a strong and active advo-
cate, as mayor and in countless other capac-
ities.

Service has indeed been a key word in the
life of Bill Lewis, whether in his business ca-
reer, as a charity worker, a chamber volun-
teer, on the battlefields of World War I, or a
father in his local Dad’s Club. The organiza-
tions which have benefited from Bill Lewis’
dedication are too many to mention individ-
ually.

As we honor him in advance of his retire-
ment as mayor, | am extremely proud that this
man who has been a friend to so many is also
a friend of mine.

GIRL SCOUT GOLD AWARD 2000
HON. RAY LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to salute outstanding young women who
are being honored with the Girl Scout Gold
Award by Girl Scouts-Kickapoo Council in Pe-
oria, lllinois. They are Elizabeth Liddell of Girl
Scout Troop #1000, Ann Schwingel of #301,
Wendy Matheny of #581, Melissa Eman of
#581, and Melody Blanch of #4. They are
being honored on May 7, 2000 for earning the
highest achievement award in U.S. Girl Scout-
ing. The Girl Scout Gold Award symbolizes
outstanding accomplishments in the areas of
leadership, community service, career plan-
ning, and personal development. The award
can be earned by girls aged 14-17 or in
grades 9-12.

Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., an organization
serving over 2.5 million girls, has awarded
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