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on the principles and highest standards of 
arts-education and community service created 
in 1975 by its founder, Naomi Klein.
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IN RECOGNITION OF BROOKLYN 
CHINESE-AMERICAN ASSOCIA-
TION’S FOURTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF AVENUE U SENIOR AND COM-
MUNITY CENTER 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize the Brooklyn Chinese-American Asso-
ciation’s Avenue U Senior and Community 
Center on its fourth anniversary. 

Gillian Anderson once said ‘‘Be of service * 
* * there is nothing that harvests more of a 
feeling of empowerment than being of service 
to someone in need.’’ This need is met every-
day for the members of the Avenue U Senior 
and Community Center. 

In just 4 years, the Center has enrolled 
more than 1,600 members, serving more than 
150 senior members daily. It offers daily 
meals, social service information, referral and 
case management, medical and health-related 
workshops and screenings, monthly birthday 
celebrations, ESL, citizenship, music, dancing 
and arts and crafts classes, field trips, as well 
as other recreational activities. 

The Center additionally is involved in coordi-
nating community events such a town hall 
meetings, assisting senior members with their 
meeting housing needs, promoting voter reg-
istration and educating the community about 
the importance of exercising their voting rights. 

President John F. Kennedy once said the 
definition of happiness is ‘‘the full use of your 
powers along lines of excellence.’’ Members of 
the Avenue U Senior and Community Center 
understand this happiness and I wish them 
and members of the Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association continued success and best 
wishes this anniversary.
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SUPPORTING THE FULL FUNDING 
OF THE INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES EDUCATION ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 4055, the IDEA Funding Act. 

I am happy that this Congress has finally 
decided to vote on substantive legislation that 
puts our children first. Hopefully, this vote is 
an indication of this Congress’ national com-
mitment to our children in the upcoming reau-
thorization of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (ESEA). 

Over 25 years ago, Congress promised to 
pay 40 percent of the national average per 
pupil expenditure of all children with disabil-
ities. However, the government has never 
funded more than 12.6 percent. This lack of 
funding has placed severe strains on local 
school district’s budgets. 

Today’s vote provides the necessary finan-
cial resources to help our local school districts 
to provide a first rate education to students 
with disabilities as well as freeing up re-
sources to be used for the education of other 
students. 

Although it has taken 25 years for the Con-
gress to seriously address this funding issue, 
the fact that there is a funding formula has 
made Congress accountable to providing 
these funds. Educators have been able to 
point out that Congressional funding for IDEA 
has fallen far short from what was promised to 
each disabled student. This link between pro-
gram funding and the student provides Con-
gress with an accurate measure of the amount 
of increased funding that is necessary to keep 
up with the inflationary increases in a stu-
dent’s education. 

This fact should not be lost when we debate 
and vote on the reauthorization of ESEA later 
this year. There have been many bills intro-
duced that would break the connection of Fed-
eral funding to each student by block granting 
these programs. The effect of creating block 
grants in such programs as title I will result in 
fewer poor children receiving the adequate 
funds to provide them a good education. 

I ask my colleagues in the majority to re-
member the pressures that have caused Con-
gress to vote on this bill today and how much 
its passage will positively impact the education 
of disabled children throughout the United 
States, I urge them to remember this when 
they vote on the reauthorization of ESEA.
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IN HONOR OF ‘‘TERTULIAS DE 
ANTAÑO’’ (‘‘GET TOGETHER OF 
YESTERDAY’’) 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
honor ‘‘Tertulias de Antaño’’ (‘‘Get Together of 
Yesterday’’) for its contribution to the Cuban-
American community of West New York. 

‘‘Tertulias de Antaño’’ came into existence 
22 years ago because one woman, Lidia Gil-
Ramos, who came to America in 1965 as a 
Cuban refugee, had the desire to ‘‘help make 
the elderly happy and help them take part in 
local life.’’ She founded the program and vol-
unteers her time as program coordinator. 

‘‘Tertulias de Antaño’’ has helped Cuban el-
derly within the Cuban-American community of 
West New York, New Jersey to escape the 
disconnect and loneliness often experienced 
by immigrant communities. 

In describing the work of a small group of 
volunteers dedicated to helping the Cuban el-
derly, Gil-Ramos said: ‘‘We work for love, not 
for profit.’’ ‘‘Tertulias de Antaño’’ does not re-
ceive any government funds—only private do-
nations are accepted. However, this has not 
prevented the organization from achieving 
success. I attribute the success of this won-
derful organization to the hard work and dedi-
cation of Lid Gil-Ramos and her equally dedi-
cated staff of volunteers. 

Today, it is my great pleasure to honor 
‘‘Tertulias de Antaño’’ and everyone who has 

helped integrate the Cuban elderly community 
into American society. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring them as well.
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TOWN OF HOTCHKISS CELEBRATES 
100 YEARS 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to congratulate the Town of 
Hotchkiss on celebrating 100 years. On May 
6, 2000, the 920 citizens have set the day 
aside for festivities and celebration. There will 
be a parade, contests for the kids and adults, 
food, prizes and more. 

On March, 19, 1900, papers were filed to 
make Hotchkiss a legally incorporated Colo-
rado municipality. On May 7, 1900, they re-
ceived notice from the State of Colorado that 
the State had accepted the petition and char-
ter for the Town of Hotchkiss, whose popu-
lation at the time was less than 300. The new 
town was named after Enos Throop Hotchkiss 
who had led the first party of settlers into the 
valley in 1881. George and William Duke, 
Fred Simonds and Ed Hanson were the towns 
‘‘speculators’’ or ‘‘subdivision developers.’’ 
They owned many of the businesses in the 
town. 

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank 
you to the Town of Hotchkiss for their many 
contributions to the State of Colorado. I would 
like to wish the Town of Hotchkiss Happy 
100th Birthday!
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A TRIBUTE TO RABBI AMIEL 
WOHL 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I express my 
great admiration for Rabbi Amiel Wohl, a re-
markable spiritual leader and great American 
who this year retires from twenty-seven years 
of service to Temple Israel of New Rochelle. 

A man of high principle, moving eloquence, 
and tireless energy, Rabbi Wohl has touched 
countless lives in Westchester County through 
his work at Temple Israel and his contributions 
to a variety of civic organizations. 

Under Rabbi Wohl’s leadership, Temple 
Israel has built on its already rich history and 
reinforced its reputation as a vibrant center of 
religious observance and civic activism. Rabbi 
Wohl’s support for new programs and his in-
troduction of additional opportunities for wor-
ship have enabled congregants to enrich their 
spiritual lives and achieve a closer connection 
to their neighbors. 

Rabbi Wohl has earned a reputation as an 
outstanding communicator, whose radio 
broadcasts touch thousands beyond the walls 
of Temple Israel and invite Jews and non-
Jews alike to reflect on the ethical and moral 
precepts which guide our lives. He has been 
especially supportive of important Jewish insti-
tutions and organizations such as the West-
chester Jewish Conference, B’nai B’rith, the 
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