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of teachers, and assessment of student 
progress. Most importantly, strong school 
technology programs report significant im-
pact on gains in student achievement in 
reading, writing, and mathematics. Tech-
nology has its greatest impact with low-in-
come and rural students as well as with ex-
panding opportunities for girls. Unfortu-
nately, the ‘‘digital divide’’ still separates 
the technology haves and the technology 
have-nots—leaving our most disadvantaged 
children without vital knowledge and tools 
to compete with their more advantaged 
peers. 

The Safe and Successful Schools Act of 
2000 increases the Federal commitment to 
technology and closing the digital divide. 
The Act provides $500 million for the Tech-
nology Literacy Challenge Fund program, to 
help the most disadvantaged school districts 
to provide educators with sustained, high 
quality training to integrate technology in 
their classrooms and provide students with 
the latest access to advantaged technology 
resources. The Act creates a $50 million Go 
Girls program to help encourage the ongoing 
interest in girls in science, mathematics and 
technology, and prepare girls to pursue un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees and ca-
reers in science, mathematics, or tech-
nology. The bill will provide new support for 
restructuring teacher education programs so 
that new teachers are proficient in the use of 
educational technologies and can integrate 
technology throughout their instructional 
practices. Lastly, it also creates new initia-
tives to develop and expand cutting edge 
technologies to improve teaching and learn-
ing, and to establish community technology 
centers in the neediest communities.
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Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize a very important organization, the 
Los Angeles Veterans Resource Center. The 
Vet Center is currently celebrating its twentieth 
year of providing services to local veterans. 

For twenty years the Los Angeles Veterans 
Resource Center has provided outstanding 
service to our nation’s veterans and their fami-
lies. The Vet Center Program was established 
in 1979 out of recognition that a significant 
number of Vietnam era vets were still experi-
encing readjustment problems. Vet Centers 
are community based and part of the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs. They 
provide a number of important programs and 
services to assist veterans, particularly those 
suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. 

I thank the staff and volunteers of the Los 
Angeles Veterans Resource Center for the in-
valuable services they have provided to com-
munity veterans over the past 20 years. As a 
veteran of the Vietnam War, I thank them for 
their contributions. You have touched the lives 
of many. The veteran community of Los Ange-
les is grateful for your services. I wish you 
continued success.
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Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, today I sup-
port H.R. 4163, the ‘‘Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
2000.’’ Last month when the House Ways and 
Means Committee considered this bill, I raised 
concerns about the apparent lack of oversight 
of State taxing authorities that use Federal tax 
return information. 

This bill recognizes breaches of taxpayer 
confidentiality at the State level and contains 
a provision to require that States conduct on-
site reviews of all contractors receiving Fed-
eral tax return information. However, this bill 
does not address instances in which state 
agencies may have inappropriately disclosed 
Federal tax information. In a recent study on 
taxpayer confidentiality, the Joint Committee 
on Taxation found that ‘‘[A]lmost all of the sur-
veyed State taxing authorities reported some 
discrepancy of one type or another [in their ef-
forts to safeguard tax return information].’’

I have personally heard stories from tax-
payers about how my state’s taxing authority, 
the California Franchise Tax Board (FTB), has 
misused and inappropriately disclosed Federal 
tax information. Some examples include mak-
ing IRS tax returns public without the consent 
of the taxpayer and using the threat of disclo-
sure as a tool to try to force taxpayers into 
concessions. I have even been told that the 
State’s training materials encourage misuse of 
penalties and other types of inappropriate be-
havior. 

In my current position on the House Ways 
and Means Committee, I plan to do my utmost 
to ensure that States like my State of Cali-
fornia are fully accountable for the privacy of 
its citizens. I hope to work with other Members 
of Congress to improve H.R. 4163 by requiring 
more safeguards and oversight of State taxing 
authorities’ use of Federal tax information.
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Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, today I wish to 
recognize the outstanding service to our Na-
tion of Chief Warrant Officer John W. Scott, 
Jr., the commanding officer of Coast Guard 
Station Sabine Pass, Texas, who will be re-
lieved of command on May 5, 2000, as he re-
tires after 31 years in the Coast Guard. 
Throughout his career, he exemplified the 
Coast Guard’s core values of Honor, Respect, 
and Devotion to Duty. He is a highly respected 
leader who is renowned for his commitment to 
the Coast Guard men and women serving 
under his command. 

Chief Warrant Officer Scott has lived the 
multi-mission character of the Coast Guard. 
Very early in his career, he had to face the 
stark reality that the Coast Guard is an armed 

force when he was assigned to serve on a pa-
trol boat in Vietnam. His career is also ripe 
with examples of dedicated services to the 
mariner. He served many tours ensuring the 
safety of maritime commerce by maintaining 
aids to navigation in our critical waterways. 
Additionally, he operated and commanded 
boats, cutters and shore stations that rescued 
people in distress, responded to environmental 
threats and maritime disasters, and ensured 
the security of our ports. Moreover, he en-
forced federal laws that enhanced vessel safe-
ty, deterred unlawful activity that threatened 
our national security, and brought those that 
had violated our laws to justice. 

Over the past four years while he has been 
in command of Coast Guard Station Sabine 
Pass, I have seen firsthand the remarkable re-
sults of his efforts. During this period, Chief 
Warrant Officer Scott directed over 700 search 
and rescue cases that resulted in saving the 
lives of 400 people. He directed numerous 
maritime law enforcement missions to deter 
and intercept illegal narcotics and other con-
traband destined for Southeast Texas shores. 
He initiated operations that preserved our val-
uable natural resources and fisheries in the 
Gulf of Mexico. He achieved these results by 
instilling his vision of excellence in his crew, 
and through the seamless integration of active 
duty and reserve Coast Guard personnel into 
a cohesive team. At the same time, he also 
managed a comprehensive shoreside mod-
ernization project to rehabilitate several exist-
ing station buildings and to construct new wa-
terfront facilities that will ensure the Coast 
Guard remains a robust part of the Sabine 
community for the foreseeable future. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief Warrant Officer Scott 
dedicated his life to our Coast Guard men and 
women and our Nation. I am extremely hon-
ored that he and his wife, Judy, have decided 
to remain in Southeast Texas after his retire-
ment. I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Chief Warrant Officer Scott, an indi-
vidual who has stood Semper Paratus—Al-
ways Ready—for the past 31 years to answer 
our Nation’s call.
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OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 2, 2000

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, today I pay 
tribute to Professor Kenneth T. Palmer of the 
Department of Political Science at my alma 
mater, the University of Maine. I was fortunate 
to study under Professor Palmer, and learned 
many a lesson in politics from him. 

Today, I want to thank him for one of the 
extra-curricular responsibilities he has taken 
on in addition to his teaching. For 31 years, 
Professor Palmer has coordinated the Univer-
sity of Maine’s Washington Congressional In-
ternship Program, which has been a rich 
source of interns for the Maine Congressional 
Delegation since 1958. 

Ken Palmer has played a crucial role in the 
program’s success. His oversight of the selec-
tion has helped to guarantee high quality in-
terns who have made important contributions 
to our offices. 
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