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SENATE—Wednesday, May 3, 2000

The Senate met at 9:34 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Dear God, our Father, we are recipi-
ents of the impact of the prayers of
intercession prayed by millions of
Americans around the clock. Help us to
remember that You are seeking to an-
swer those prayers as we receive Your
wisdom and guidance. May we never
feel alone or solely dependent on our
own strength. Your mighty power im-
pinges on us here as a result of people’s
prayers. An unlimited supply of Your
supernatural wisdom and strength and
vision is ready to be released.

Remind us also that our ability to re-
ceive all that You have to give is de-
pendent on our willingness to pray for
each other here as we work together in
the Senate. We commit ourselves to be-
come channels of prayer power, not
only for our friends and those with
whom we agree but also for those with
whom we might disagree, those we
might consider political adversaries,
and especially those who test our pa-
tience and those whom we need to for-
give. So lift our lives from the battle
zone of combative words to a caring
community where leaders pray for and
communicate esteem to each other.
Thank you for giving us unity in spirit
as we deal with the diversity of ideas.

This morning, gracious Lord, we ask
for Your blessing, peace, and healing
for our friend, Mike Epstein. Be with
him and help him to know that You are
indeed Jehovah Shema and Jehovah
Shalom.

In Your Holy Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable WAYNE ALLARD, a
Senator from the State of Colorado, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Colorado is recognized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today
the Senate will be in a period of morn-
ing business until 11 a.m., with the
time controlled by Senator THOMAS

and Senator WELLSTONE. Following
morning business, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 2, the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act,
with four amendments also in order
under the previous agreement. Mem-
bers can expect votes throughout the
day.

For the information of all Senators,
the Senate will continue to debate this
important education legislation
throughout the week. It is hoped that
the Senate can make substantial
progress on this bill, and that we can
continue to debate education-related
amendments.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention. I yield.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that, because we got
started a little bit late, both sides have
45 minutes in morning business.

Mr. ALLARD. No objection.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-
LARD). Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to extend be-
yond the hour of 11 a.m., with Senators
permitted to speak therein for up to 5
minutes each.

Under the previous order, the first 45
minutes is under the control of the
Senator from Minnesota, Mr.
WELLSTONE, or his designee.

I now recognize the Senator from
Minnesota.

——
MIKE EPSTEIN

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, let
me thank the leadership of both parties
for allowing the Senate to talk to a
very dear friend, Mike Epstein. I want
you to know, Mike, and your family,
that a lot of our staff are back here as
well with me. I think this is a little un-
usual, that the Senate stops its busi-
ness and focuses on an individual in
this way. But I think there are some
things that many of us want to say to
Mike.

I want to start out this way. When 1
mentioned in the past couple of days to
Senators, but also support staff every-
where here, that my friend Mike was

struggling with cancer, I just could
never have anticipated the reaction.
Mike, I want you to know I can think
of at least four or five times where
someone said to me: Mike? He’s an in-
stitution.

I know Mike’s priorities, so let me be
clear about the people who talk about
Mike as an institution. And, Mike, I
know you; this was real. This was real.

Some of the people who said Mike is
an institution were support staff. Peo-
ple said to me: Mike just treats every-
body so well. He is such a nice, good
person. He is great, just because of the
way he treats people.

Mike, that is the best compliment of
all.

Then Senators said to me: PAUL,
Mike Epstein is an institution in the
Senate. Some may have been thinking
about history. Some in the Senate—I
do not think that many because we
have had a lot of new Senators—know
of Mike’s role with the Church com-
mittee and the important investigative
research he has done.

There are others who are familiar,
Mike, with the kind of work you have
done with Senator KENNEDY. Mike did
some of the most important investiga-
tive research on HIV infection and
AIDS early on when other people in the
country did not even want to focus on
this.

Then other Senators said to me:
PAUL, we are going to come to the floor
and talk to Mike today because we
have worked with him on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee when he
was chief counsel to the committee.

Then way down on the list of prior-
ities—because I am talking to you,
Mike, about great work that you do—
has been the work that Mike and I
have done together. Mike, I know you
will not like me saying this, but I am
going to say it anyway because it is
true. I believe from the bottom of my
heart that everything I have been able
to do as a Senator that has been good
for Minnesota and the country is be-
cause, Mike, you have been there right
by my side, 1 inch away from me.

A lot of the people in the Senate
know that. As a matter of fact, I say to
my colleagues on the floor, I will never
forget one time when I finally learned
at least a little bit of the rules and I
was able to come to the floor and fight
very hard a number of years ago for
some assistance for victims of a tor-
nado that hit Chandler, MN, and other
small communities. Mike was there as
my tutor, as my teacher, teaching me,
as you do, Mike.

It worked out well, but afterwards,
Alan Simpson, a former Senator from

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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